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From Mississippi
to Chicago

Milton John Hinton (June 23, 1910-Dec 19, 2000) was a legendary bass player and
photographer. Over the course of his seven-decade career, he became one of the
most recorded bassists in history. He also took tens of thousands of photographs that
capture his behind-the-scenes life in music.

As the grandson of a slave growing up in rural Mississippi, Milt knew the realities of
racism. Discrimination continued during his Jim-Crow-era travels with the Cab
Calloway Orchestra. Later, in the 1950s, segregation persisted when Milt worked to
break through the color line in New York recording studios.

But Milt knew how to play the changes. Musically he worked with performers across
the spectrum of styles. Socially he navigated the evolving expectations of what it
meant to be an African-American in the U.S. in the 20th century.
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Photo 01: Lammar Wright, Mario Bauza, Foots Thomas, Eddie
Morton, Cab Calloway, and Bennie Payne, train station, Atlanta, c.
1940

Photo 04: Quentin “Butter” Jackson, Jonah Jones, and railroad
workers, New Orleans, c¢. 1941

Photo 05: Danny Barker, Springfield, lllinois, c. 1945

Photo 03: Cab Calloway with winner of the Cab Calloway Quizzicale,
Florida, c. 1941
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Photo 08: Cab Calloway and Charlotte Hinton, Florida, c. 1951

Photo 07: Doc Cheatham, Mona Hinton, and Butch Thompson, Sir Photo 09: Louis Armstrong, hotel room, Seattle, 1954
John Motel, Miami, c. 1950
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Photo 11: annonbaII Adderley, recording studio, New York City, c.

1958

Photo 12: Bill Evans and Art Farmer, recording studio, New York
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Photo 13: Billie Holiday, recording studio .('her Iat recording session),
New York City, 1959

Photo 14: Dinah Washington, recording studio, New York C|ty, :
1963

City, c. 1959 Photo 15: Danny Barker and Hot Lips Page (foreground) and other
patrons including Barney Bigard, Willie "The Lion" Smith, Claude
Jones, and Wellman Braud, Beefsteak Charlie’s, New York City, c.
1954
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Photo 19: Joe Williams and Jimmy Jones, recording studio, New
York City, c. 1960

Photo 16: J.J. Johnson, Osie Johnson, and iles Davis, recording
studio, New York City, ¢. 1956

Photo 18: Sam Cooke and Ernie WiIkin, recording studio, New York Photo 21: Eddie Bert, Charles Mingus, and George Wein, rehearsal,

City, 1960 New York City, c. 1963
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Photo 22: Marion Evans and Téhy Bennett, recording studio, New Photo 25: Dick Gibson and jazz party musicians, including Larry
York City, 1967 Ridley, Ray Brown, Alan Dawson, Butch Miles, Kenny Davern, Bucky

Pizzarelli, and Gus Johnson, Denver, 1972

Photo 26: Dizzy GIIespie, Grande Parade du Jazz, Nice, France, c.
1981

Photo 24: Willie “The Lion” Smith and Duke EIIingto at the piano
(Duke's 70th birthday party), the White House, Washington, D.C.,
1969

rehearsal, television studio, Pasadena, 1979
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Photo 28: Wynton Marsalis, Frank Wess, and Todd Williams, Photo 31: Mona Hinton, lke Quebec, Doc Cheatham, Mario Bauza,
rehearsal, Lincoln Center Classical Jazz Orchestra, New York City, and Shad Collins, Georgia, c. 1950
1989

1991

Photo 32: Jonah Jones and "Holmes" (Cab Calloway’s chauffeur),
Little Rock, Arkansas, c. 1941

Photo 33: Billy Taylor, Nat Hentoff, and Eddie Bert, recording studio,
New York City, c. 1954
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Photo 37: Ron Carter and Bob Cranshaw, recording studio, New

York City, c. 1971

J— S
Photo 35: Jimmy Cleveland, Gerry Mulligan, Bill Crow, and Art ' , : _ -
Farmer, television studio, New York City, 1958 Photo 38: Bill Lee, Richard Davis, Ron Carter, Michael Fleming, and
Lisle Atkinson, rehearsal, New York Bass Violin Choir, New York
City, 1970

Photo 36: Benny Goodman, concert rehearsal, New York City, c.
1956

Photo 39: Branford Marsalis and Jeff “Tain” Watts, recording studio,
New York City, 1988
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Photo 40: Eubie Blake, concert‘tfélebrating the 25th anniversary of
the Newport Jazz Festival, the White House, Washington, D.C., 1978

Photo 41: Teddy Reig, Red Allen, Pee Wee Russell, Joe Wilder,
Count Basie, and Lester Young. Background: Ed Jones, Rex
Stewart, and Jo Jones, television studio, “Sound of Jazz” rehearsal,
New York City, 1957

Photo 42: Lester Young, Earle V\fafren, Coleman Hawkis, and Gerry
Mulligan, television studio, “Sound of Jazz” rehearsal, New York City,
1957
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Photo 43: Freddie Green and Jo Jones, televisidn studio, "Sound of
Jazz" rehearsal, New York City, 1957

Photo 44: Thelonious Monk, Ahmed Abdul-Malik, and Count Basie,
rehearsal, television studio, “Sound of Jazz" rehearsal, New York
City, 1957

Photo 45: Jimmy Rushing, Scoville Brown, Maxine Sullivan, Joe
Thomas, Coleman Hawkins, Oscar Pettiford, Marian McPartland,
Emmett Berry, Dizzy Gillespie, Thelonious Monk, and Rex Stewart,
“Esquire” magazine gathering, Harlem, New York City, 1958
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Photo 46: Front row: George Wettling and Bud Freeman. Second
row: Jo Jones, Gene Krupa, Sonny Greer. Third row: Miff Mole, Zutty
Singleton, Red Allen, and Taft Jordan. Top row: Dickie Wells, Buck
Clayton, Benny Golson, Art Farmer, Hilton Jefferson and Art Blakey,
“Esquire” magazine gathering, Harlem, New York City, 1958

Photo 49: Kai Winding and Tony Scott, recording studio, New York
City, c. 1954

Photo 47: Lammar Wright, train, ¢. 1940

Photo 50: Willie “The Lion” Smith, Dizzy Gillespie, Eubie Blake, and
Herman Leonard (with cameras), Newport Jazz Festival, Rhode
Island, 1971
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