Oberlin College Watson Fellowship Application 2018-19
To complete your application submit each of the following, including cover sheet #6.   Combine all documents into a single document (Word or PDF) and email to npetzak@oberlin.edu.  References will be submitted separately.  Please forward the enclosed recommendation form to your recommenders. 
Deadline:  In order to be considered, this application and all supplementary materials (references and unofficial transcripts) must be submitted no later than 12:00 noon, Friday, September 21.
1. One essay (no more than 1500 words) that details what you propose to do as a Watson Fellow abroad and why. 
2. Another essay (also no more than 1500 words) that focuses more broadly on yourself, making clear how this proposed project grows out of your experiences and interests. How is this project a perfect for you? Include any additional information—your long-range plans, family background, Winter Term projects, travel experience, or other details which you think would help the committee evaluate your project. 
3.  Two references to be submitted by noon, September 21. Please provide the appropriate forms for your recommenders.  You can forward the document pages below.  A stand-alone letter is no longer acceptable for Watson applications.  
4. A Resume

5. An unofficial transcript  

6. The following cover sheet.


	Name 


	Title of project 

	Brief description of project and countries to be visited 





	Address, email, and phone numbers in October, 2018




	Permanent or home address 




	Country of citizenship 

	

	Major(s) 

	Language competency (other than English): beginner, intermediate, advanced, fluent 

	Countries in which you have lived or traveled and duration of stay 





	Names of the two people you have asked for references. At least one of them should be on the Oberlin College faculty. 







THOMAS J. WATSON FELLOWSHIP
A PROGRAM OF THE THOMAS J. WATSON FOUNDATION

RECOMMENDATION FORM
Mission: The Thomas J. Watson Fellowship Program offers college graduates of "unusual promise" a year of independent, purposeful exploration and travel -- in international settings new to them -- to enhance their capacity for resourcefulness, imagination, openness, and leadership and to foster their humane and effective participation in the world community.  

The following questions are especially relevant when selecting fellows for the significant, often challenging, year proposed by the Watson mission. Please answer each question as fully as possible, elaborating as necessary. You may also add additional comments at the end of this form. We appreciate the effort required to write a thoughtful and personal recommendation. Thank you in advance for your candor and time.  Please email this form to Nick Petzak (npetzak@oberlin.edu)  not later than 12:00 noon, September 21st .

Name and Title:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1. How long have you known the nominee?


2. In what capacity have you known them?  


3. The Watson Fellowship uses the term “Unusual Promise” to mean a collection of characteristics including leadership, independence, resourcefulness, imagination, openness, and integrity. How is the nominee unusually promising in a field of exceptional nominees? Please use examples where possible. (200 word count limit) 

  
4. What legacy or deep impression, if any, has this student left on you or your campus? (200 word count limit)  

  


5. In what way do you believe the Watson Fellowship would be a transformative experience for the nominee? (200 word count limit)  



6. What evidence can you provide of the nominee’s investment in the proposed project beyond academic coursework? (200 word count limit)  



7. The very premise of the nominee’s project may be upended as they encounter it “on the ground”. How does the nominee deal with difficult and changing conditions? Do you believe that they will adapt well, even thrive, under unexpected conditions? (200 word count limit)  


8.  What, if anything, gives you pause about sending the nominee on a year-long solo pursuit that will include moments of loneliness, failure and even illness? What are your reservations? (200 word count limit)  




9. Please share any additional thoughts that you would like us to know or consider. (200 word count limit) 


Name 
Title of project 
Brief description of project and countries to be visited 
Address, email, and phone numbers in October 2014 
Permanent or home address 
Country of citizenship 
Marital status 
Major(s) 
Language competency (other than English): beginner, intermediate, advanced, fluent 
Countries in which you have lived or traveled and duration of stay 
Names of the two people whom you have asked for references. At least one of them should be on the Oberlin College faculty. 
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