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»? Ust days after last autumn’s election debacie in
Ukraine, Beth Knobel, CBS News' Moscow Bureau Chief, found
herself not in Kiev, but in Oberlin, speaking to over a hundred

_ students for the OCREECAS short course "Putin’s Presidency.”
.. The week-long class presented a broad overview of the current
- political clime of Russia, effectively opening the door for
-further exploration into a range issues raised. "I thought a lot
. about what to say and how to explain Russia, so I've tried to
' take off my ‘bureau chief’ hat and “journalist’ hat and tried to
.slt in your seats as students of Russian and think, ‘What do
-1 need to know about what's going on here, and what’s the
.. .most interesting? What's the most important stuff going on?™”
- Knobel explained, prefacing each class with the announcement
- “‘that the views she presented were her own and not those of
:CBS, in order to open herself fully and share her own valuable
. experiences and insights.

The answers to the questions lay in the topics discussed

' ) ~each evening. Engaging and personable, Knobel started off the
“first class with an examination of Putin, the man and his rise to



e -)'9—“--7-'8-3._

power. As the week progressed, Knobel moved
the discussion into Putin’s methods of deal-
ing with the weighty topics of everything from
Yukos and the economy, to the takeover of the
media, to terrorism, along with a touching on
a myriad of other problems including corrup-
tion, AIDS, and loose nukes along the way.

"I have been incredibly lucky and been
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able to witness modern Russian history first-
hand. I've met Yeltsin. I've met Gorbachev.
I've met Putin. I've seen the Soviet Union fall
apart. I've been to most of the former soviet
republics, traveled to all kinds of piaces like
Afghanistan that affect Russia. I think it's one
thing if people talic about things that they've
read about in books, but it's quite another if
they talk about things that they've actually
seen with their own eyes, so I feel that it's my
responsibility as someone that’s been really
blessed to see things personally to try to pass
on to others the feeling of what it's like to be
there,” Knobel said.

A New York native, Knobel found her-
self in Russia for the first time in 1990 while
working on her doctoral thesis on how Gor-
bachev utilized the media. It was during this
time that she fell in love with the Russian
people, and was so swept up in the exhilara-
tion of the times that when she finished her
thesis Knobef says, “Instead of taking a teach-
ing job as a professor, I decided, ‘1 can‘t do

this. I've got to go to Russia,” and took a job
in Moscow reporting for the LA Times. Before
moving on to CBS, she also spent some time
at Worldwide Television News, providing pic-

tures to television clients across the globe.

Knobel did get a taste of the profes-
sorial life. She spent a semester in 1993 at
the Northwestern journalism school teaching

a course focusing on media law and public
policy, as her husband, also a journalist, had
won a fellowship to the University of Chica-
go—but she’s never had the opportunity to
teach about Russia.
Considering the difficulties she encountered
in trying to compress everything she wanted
to say into a week-long course, it's evident
that Russia is one subject close to her heart.
Having lived there for over ten years, the
excitement still surfaces when she says,
“One thing I really thought hard about was:
what stereotypes are still out there about
Russia? And how can I let people know
that's just not what it's like anymore? It's so
much more developed and advanced and...
crazy, wild, electric, amazing than they ever
expect.”
Knobel worries that she isn’t telling students
enough about the good that is happening
in the former Soviet Union. She’s especially
pleased about the religious revival not only
among the Orthodox believers, but also in
the Jewish community, and took the cppor-
tunity to show a piece that she and her team
put together on the ancient art of bell ring-
ing. Politically and economically, Knobel is
glad to witness a shift as average Russians are
starting to feel the benefits of the exploding
economy, and see the tax structure simplified
for individuals and businesses. Knobel does
have her concerns for the future of democracy
under Putin, however, citing the fact that Rus-
sians no longer vote directly for their repre-
sentatives.

"1I'm not sure that we should be saying
to Russia as Americans that 'You need to have
the same democracy that we do.’ That's not
right. They need to come up with their own
democratic system.” Looking at the enormous
steps that have been made, Knobel has little
doubt that it will happen, but sees a lot more
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dents to take an active interest in Russia,
and advised "I would argue that Russia is the
second-most important country in the world
after the United States, because it still is a
nuclear power like none other. It's the anchor
for a large part of the world. It's a place that
we need to be our partner not our enemy and
I think it's really important that you as the
next generation of world leaders care about
Russia and do what you can to bring it into as
opposed to keeping it out of the fold. Everyone
should come to Russia and see for themselves.
Hopefully if just one person in that classroom
thinks about things differently, or takes an
extra Russian history or politics or language
course that they weren‘t going to take before,
then I'll feel like I've done my job,”

~[jsa Strid '05

Events

OTPOR: The Fight to Save Serbla
September 29, 2005

Serbian film Jirecter Goran Radovanovic will
show his award-waining docurritary on
the Serbian student organimnon thit helped
teppie Mioseric in October of

Ti Eugene Onegin
October 24, 23,23 & 29, 2005
Cieveland Opsra, Sate Theatrs

Winter Term in Russia

Joruary, 2006

The Russian Departrrent is proud o an-
nounce its flrst crganized VWinter Term trip
te Mascow and St Designed
primarily for first-years, this three-woek fong
event seaks to provide a fascinaung imreduc-
tien to Russian lapguags and cultuca.
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Short Course

Folk Beliefs Then and Now
Sep, 19 - Oct 31 7005

Through an interdisciplinary aprreach (o
folllore and folk beliefs, this course surveys

topits mcluding:

* deities and mythical beings

* mediival Pussian Kterature

* traveling minstrels and fairy tales

* Siberian shamanism

* folk rausic and dance performanss

¥ the rise of 2 nec-pagan movement in

AR course lectures are {ree and open to
the puhlic.

Guest Lectires:

Sep. 26 « Linda hvanits (Pon: State) -
“Folk Befief oid 19th C Russian Lircrati:rg”

Oct 3 - Francis Butier {(University

of Itinois) (Oberlin alum) - "The Ruswian
Primary Chronucie, medieval hearature and
tha pre-Chrigtian tradition”

Oct 10 - Laura Olson {Cclorade) -
"Contemporary Russian Folk Music”

Ozt 17 -~ Marjoric Mandelstam Bal-
zer (Georgetowr)- “Sibesian Sharmariom”

Oct 31 - Anatol Shmeley (Stenford)
« "Necpaganism and the Rise of Russian




La”Co'sa Hama: Vadim 'Vol'k'ov's
Comparative Mafia Course

For four weeks from February into
March, I was one of several Oberlin students
participating in an OCREECAS short-course
focusing on organized crime: comparative ma-
fias. The course was taught
by guest professor Vadim
Volkov, Associate Professor
in the Department of Politi-
cal Science and Sociology at
the European University of
St. Petersburg.

Volkov's first en-
counter with Oberlin was in
the autumn of 2001, when
he spoke at “After the Fall,”
a conference on the devel-
opments of Russian society
ten years after the fall of
the Soviet Union. It was
Oberlin professor Veljko Vu-
jacic who invited Volkov, to
teach a short-course here
based on his studies of the
economics of the protec-
tion industry, and how illegal
private organizations compete with the state.

The class learned about the mafia in
Japan, America, and Italy, but focused on
Russia over the past twenty years, as it is an
invaluable case study in the way which the
growth of organized crime directly correlates
to the policies, organization, and services
offered by the state, From his personal ob-
servations, Volkov realized that the rise of the
protection industry in Russia was the sort of
social phenomenon that he, as a sociologist,
could not ignore. “As 1 started doing research,
I realized it was something much more im-
portant than just organized crime: it was also
about the state, the new elites, the primitive
accumulation of capital, and some kind of
twisted warrior subculture,” says Volkov,

During the 1980 in Russia, many
young men unable to find opportunity else-
where turned to extortion for money. Small
gangs of young men, called “brigades,” would
demand protection money from street market

VIOLENT
Entrepreneurs

VADIM YOLROY

— GOREECAS NEWE.

'vendbl;s. ‘fhése ydung meh; known as kéchki,

or “pump-ups,” were often former athletes and
Afghan war veterans, with violence as their
onfy money-making skill.

With the collapse of the Soviet Union
and the beginning of the Russian state’s slow
reconstruction, many of these brigades were -
able to strengthen their or-
ganizations. With the legal
system Inh complete disarray,
no one had any experience
in settling property disputes.
Business transactions were
increasingly unreliable. Many
kachki became “enforcement
partners” in private security
firms.

Enforcement partners from
one firm would meet with
those from another firm,
representing the businesses
on either side of a transac-
tion. The threat of vioience
these enforcement partners
represented was the guar-
anhtee that certain rules were
followed and the terms of

_ contracts obliged. Much of
Volkov's work is based on one-on-one inter-
views he conducted with men from these pri-
vate security firms. He organized these inter-
views through friends of friends of friends, and
is frequently commended for his bravery in
the name of academia, though he denies ever
feeling in danger. “The image peopie have of
mafiosi is the TV image,”

he says.

The class was made up of a mix of
Russian language students and students more
interested in the sociology and economics of
organized crime. In addition to the discussions
and lectures, we also watched the 1931 Amer-
ican film Public Enemy, starring lames Cag-
ney, tiie Japanese fiim Anii-Extoriion Woman,
directed by Junzo Itami, and several episodes
of the Russian mafia television drama, The
Brigade. Considered a Russian version of The
Sopranos, The Brigade is about the criminal
careers of four young friends. The show fol-
lows these four men from their start as a small
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gang of ex-
tortionists
through their
ascent over
the years,
eventually be-
coming a pow-
erful private
security firm.
Starting in the
1980's and
going to the
new millenni-
um, the show
aiso charts the
collapse and
reconstruction of the Russian state.

Of his more general experiences in
Oberlin, Volkov said that he was very glad to
fulfill his iong-standing goal of finally watching
The Sopranos himself, after hearing so much
about it over the years, "A couple of times
colleagues took mie o sofe wonderfui work-
ing-class bars,” he said. *I had to make an
effort in order to have experiences that I could
thereafter report to someone. It's a small and
generally quiet place. But in the end I made
friends with some very interesting people, the
living souls of Oberlin.”

Regarding future studies, Volkov says
that he is planning to start where his old
project left off - with the newer state-building
efforts in Russia and the relationship between
the state and businesses. The research will
be set against the backdrop of the American
Gilded Age, around 1870-1910 - the early
days of unbridled capitalism, robber barons
and unregulated markets - providing a com-
parative dimension that will inform Volkov’s
discussion of Russia’s new capitalism.

With organized crime, typically con-
sidered a flashy subject, the focus is often
on the intense mafiosi lifestyle. A true under-
standing of the social mechanics behind this
cultural phenomenon, however, can be invalu-
able. There are very specific social conditions
under which organized crime can grow, when
people will want to turn to crime to support
themselves, and when the populace will accept
the authority of criminals. Understanding how

= L
Vadim Volkov, courtesy of Wooster.edu

orgamzed crime becomes so deeply rooted in

society makes it no longer a dangerous and
exotic topic, but a common iliness of the mod-
ern world to be cured. Volkov's course gave
several Oberlin students precisely that sort of
insight.

Dr Volkov's book, Violent Entrepre-
neurs: The Use of Force in the Making of Rus-
sian Capitalism, 2002, is available from Cornell
University Press,

~5Sam Newhouse 05

Summer 2085 OCREECAS
lrternships

CCREACAS spariared Jhrve ditemvilips i the mmmor
F 208, ceatiap aew parinersiipr ath Ruscian arge-
Fizgbans aus comherlor estaMiphey s

Aapa Brown (9€), 2 alogy melor and Rutsian
ming intarned for 10 weaks with the Grsc Sadat
Trdi Assacietion b riaiisk Russiv CBT prometss
erNURIET 42 & pracucy pash %o concerving Lake
Badcal’s emnrarnnnt aid sUpporteg the gulturas
around k. Risslar =nd intermations! veluntoors
wor tagether to bulld and mzintain alis Anna
weoriead o several rml buslsing project: snd did
Lo tronsistien,

Digree Enpmeering Muor jans Sanders (08}
280 warrlond #a four ewe-week long Grase Bl
Teas} projects, ciespang trails and heiping in smnd
Teng, ane lenrnieg abuur the dtw and peopis,
s wedl a8 hefsing with mansdasions and o panizing
of ivcat guides ans hangoli,

Corservatory Compasitian Major Jason Lindgran
{ S5 is twrrently ingerning in Mescow with Trapsut-
fmbc. Parimers Aminst ANDS, As a media pattner-
ships mter: Nia I2ips to Locndinals relationships
with “ar (oa mass Iaotha Cempandes, oiding
tleviilon, radio, press, and outdoar advertiing,

e digrribute nudlic serdice anRouncements abaut
HIV/AIDS in Russia and assists the developmant
of pew campalors such as 3 Pxional kotline,
an SMS information service and calebrity
erdorsamants,
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The Culture of‘Gér--t-:len.ing

Last spring {(2004) OCREECAS awarded
the first Lankford Awards to fund student
research in Russian studies. I took the oppor-
tunity to design a summer project interviewing
recent immigrants in my hometown of Sacra-
mento. Sacramento’s large Russian population
was what first sparked my interest in Russia
in middle schoo!l. With this project I aimed to
learn more about the community, in particular
about views on environmental issues in Russia
and America. Improving my Russian skills be-
fore studying abroad in Krasnodar would also
be useful.

To my surprise, the first five Russians
I met were from Krasnodar, and happy to
meet an American who knew about their city
and could even speak some Russian. In the
past 10 years many evangelicals from Krasno-
dar, as weli as others from the former Soviet
Union, have relocated over the 11 time zones
to Sacramento. Partly bebause many were
religious refugees, the Russian speakers are a
very well organized 8% of the population, with
churches, stores, radio stations, newspapers
and neighborhoods
forming the founda-
tion of their commu-
hity. Once I had met x
Andrei, a community @
leader who immigrat-
ed from Krashodar 3
years ago, meeting L
others became easier. [
He wanted to talk to
me {about religion e, A
not the environment, [F5%
but it was still inter-
esting), to introduce
me to his niece and
her family, and to let
me sit in on com-
munity meetings in  ©
the housing complex

where he lived. He also gave me the telephone

number of a friend in Krasnodar to contact in
the fall.

By talking to the people I met through
Andrei and the mutual housing compiexes, 1

COCREECAS NEWS

was privileged to learn a bit about the immi-
grant community and culture, peoples reasons
for immigrating, and the balance of integration
and insulation. In the end I didn‘t interview -
as many people as I expected about envi-
ronmental issues, but there were a few good
conversations about the benefits of gardens,
gathering wild foods, accessibility to wilder-
ness areas, and pesticides, always comparing
America to Russia. students have the same
opportunity to design research or journey's of
their own. '

All of the people I interviewed saw dif-
ferences between America and their original
countries in environmental issues Incidentally,
everyone I interviewed about environmental
issues was female, which I'm sure affects re-
sponses. In their native countries they all had
gardens, preserved foods, gathered berries or
mushrooms, and had easy access to natural
areas. They took pride in the freshness, taste,
and even the smallness, of their homegrown
vegetables, especially the Georgian. Gardens
had become less economically important to
them in the past decade, as vegetables and
fruits become available year round in stores
and markets. In America having a garden

" was still less
important,
though still a
healthy hobby,
as evidenced by
| gardens on the
edges of the
mainly Russian
housing com-
plexes. When
I asked about
foraging around
Sacramento
they were
horrified, and
thought it must
be against the
law, (although
it is not illegal, and a good number of people
pick blackberries along the river). Surprisingly
to me, most felt they had enough access to
natural areas in California, despite the neces-
sity of a car and long drives. In their home
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countries (Georgia, Ukraine, and Russia), pub-
lic transportation is much more available, both
within and outside of cities.

I continued with the project informally
in Krasnodar, by talking to people (again,
mostly women) about current environmental
issues. Most were more concerned with the
environment and health problems like asthma,
and more apt to have gardens or take trips
to the forest, than
Sacramentans. The
people I talked to
thought air and
water quality should
be improved, but
did not anticipate
any government
action, especially
considering a de-
pressed economy.

My host
mother expected
that enough angry
citizens could force
the government to
pass stricter laws on
pollution, but also ; : : '
assumed new laws would be enforced no more
than current ones. An elderly Cossack spoke
with sadness and anger about the privatiza-
tion, partitioning, and destruction of the for-
est, which he felt the Soviet government had
valued and conserved for all Russians.

A language professor remembered
fumes from a now ciosed factory making her
sick, but is acutely aware how many
people remain unemployed from the factories
closings.

As an agricultural center but also a
growing and westernizing city, Krasnodar has
many choices about land use, industrial agri-
culture, re-developing industry, public trans-
portation, and privatization, that will impact
environmental health and people. It is hopeful
that many people value a heaithy environ-
ment, but discouraging that people do not
See a way to voice or protect their interests.
In my opinion, peoples’ desires for having
healthy food, preserving the forests, and
stopping air pollution, need to be organized

and integrated into Krasnodar’s development.
However, I did not find any organizations
working on environmental issues in Krasnodar,
besides a group of scientists affiliated with the
university. ‘

Overall, the feeling was that the envi-
ronment is one of many concerns, and while
a healthy environment is vital for the body
and soul, it is a personal, not state, value, and

; TIRY 7 outweighed
: X ' by other
concerns,
Compared
to Sacra-
mento, en-
vironmental
issues in
Krasnodar
are more
obviously
critical at
state and
personal
levels, but
issues like
employ-
ment, social
benefits and economic development also need
attention.The Lankford award thus gave me
a wonderful opportunity to research environ-
mental issues with the Russian community
in Sacramento, and & framework for further
research in Krasnodar. It is interesting and
exciting to bring Russian and environmen-
tal interests together, and to compare views,
values, and problems in Krasnodar and in the
Russian-American community of Sacramento.
I will continue involvement in environmental
issues in the US and Russia, and I hope many
other students have the same opportunity to
design research or journey's of their own.

~Anna-Martha Brown '06



