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Professional Experience 

 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR Department of Politics, Oberlin College, 2000 to 
present 
 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, Department of Politics, Oberlin College, 1995-2000 
 
VISITING ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, Department of Government and Law, 
Lafayette College, 1994-1995 
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, Teaching Assistant, 1988-1989 

 
Education 

 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, Department of Political Science.  Ph.d. 
1993.  

 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, Harriman Institute for Advanced Soviet Studies, 
June 1985 to August 1986. Russian Language and Soviet Studies 
 
HAMILTON COLLEGE, September 1978 to May 1982, BA Philosophy 
 

Academic Awards And Honors 
 
External: 
 

RESEARCH FELLOW IN EAST EUROPEAN STUDIES, American Council of 
Learned Societies (ACLS), 2007-2008 
NEH COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP, 2007-2008 
RESEARCH FELLOW, Collegium Budapest, Institute for Advanced Study, 
October 2007-July 2008 
FULBRIGHT DISTINGUISHED CHAIR IN EAST EUROPEAN STUDIES, 
University of Warsaw (Awarded) 
RESEARCH SCHOLAR, East European Studies, Woodrow Wilson Center for 
International Scholars, May-August 2006 



Awards And Honors (cont'd) 
 
RESEARCH SCHOLAR, East European Studies, Woodrow Wilson Center for 
International Scholars, May-August 2001 
RESEARCH GRANT, National Council for Eurasian and East European 
Research, for the project “Class Dismissed: Explaining Labor Quiescence in Post-
Communist Transformation” (with David Ost) 
RESEARCH SCHOLAR, Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian Studies, May to 
August 1997 
SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL POST-DOCTORAL FELLOW, 
1994-1996 
POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP, The Harriman Institute, Columbia 
University, September 1993 to May 1994 
MacAURTHUR DISSERTATION FELLOWSHIP, East-West Center, Duke 
University, September 1991 to May 1992; Renewed, September 1992 to May 
1993 
SSRC/IREX FELLOWSHIP FOR SOVIET SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH, 
January 1991 to June 1991 
IREX DEVELOPMENTAL FELLOWSHIP, May 1989 to May 1990 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE/AREA STUDIES FELLOWSHIP, The University of 
Michigan, September 1987 to May 1988 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE/AREA STUDIES FELLOWSHIP, Columbia 
University, June 1986 to August 1986 
 

Internal: 
 
RESEARCH STATUS, Oberlin College, May 2007-August 2008 
POWERS TRAVEL GRANT, Oberlin College, 2007 
MELLON-8 SUMMER STIPEND, Mellon-8 Liberal Arts Colleges, 2006 
RESEARCH STATUS, Oberlin College, May 2001-August 2002 
POWERS TRAVEL GRANT, Oberlin College, 2000 
DELANEY RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP, Oberlin College, 1997 

 
Publications 

 
Books:  

 
Co-editor, Workers after Workers’ States: Labor and Politics in Postcommunist 
Eastern Europe (Rowman & Littlefield, 2001). (With David Ost). 
 
Hot Coal, Cold Steel: Russian and Ukrainian Workers From the End of the Soviet 
Union to the Post-Communist Transformations (University of Michigan Press, 
1997).  
[Nominated for the AAASS Marshall Shulman Prize, 1998] 
 

 



Articles in Refereed Journals:  
 
"Explaining Labor Weakness in Post-Communist Europe:  Historical Legacies 
and Comparative Perspective," Eastern European Politics and Societies, vol. 18, 
no. 3 (Summer 2004). 

 
“Comprehending the Weakness of Russia’s Unions,” Demokratizatsiya: The 
Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization, vol. 10, no. 2 (Spring 2002). 
 
Guest-Editor, and co-author of “Introduction: Labour Quiescence in Post-
Communist Transformations,” two special issues of Emergo: Journal of 
Transforming Economies and Societies (Warsaw), Vol. 6, nos. 2-3 (Spring and 
Summer 1999). (With David Ost). 
 
“Coal Miners, Cultural Frameworks, and the Transformation of the Soviet 
Political Economy,” Post-Soviet Affairs, vol. 13, no. 2 (April-June 1997). 
 
"Between Class and Nation: Worker Politics in the New Ukraine," Communist 
and Post-Communist Studies vol. 28, no. 1 (March 1995). 

 
"Barriers to Collective Action: Steelworkers and Mutual Dependence in the 
Former Soviet Union," World Politics, vol. 46, no.4 (July 1994). 
 

Book Chapters:  
 
"Welfare Capitalism After Communism: Labor Weakness and Post-Communist 
Social Policies," in Lisa Hanley, Blair Ruble and Joseph Tulchin, eds., Becoming 
Global and the New Poverty of Cities (Washington, D.C.: Woodrow Wilson 
Center Press, 2005). 
 
“Introduction: The Surprise of Labor Weakness in Postcommunist Society” and 
“Conclusion: Making Sense of Labor's Weakness in Postcommunism, ” (both 
with David Ost), in Crowley and Ost, eds., Workers after Workers’ States: Labor 
and Politics in Postcommunist Eastern Europe (Rowman & Littlefield, 2001). 
 
“The Social Explosion that Wasn't: Labor Quiescence in Post-Communist 
Russia,” in Workers after Workers’ States (Rowman & Littlefield, 2001). 

 
“Liberal Transformation: Labor and the Russian State,” in Valerie Sperling, ed., 
Building the Russian State (Westview Press, 2000). 
 
“Between a Rock and a Hard Place: The Troubled Russian Coal Industry,” in 
Peter Rutland, ed., The Political Economy of Russian Reform (Westview Press, 
2000).  
 



“The Kuzbass: Liberals, Populists, and Labor,” in Timothy Colton and Jerry 
Hough, eds., Growing Pains: Russian Democracy and the Elections of 1993  
(Brookings Institution Press, 1998). 
 
"Survival Strategies: The Miners of Donetsk in the Post-Soviet Era," with Lewis 
Siegelbaum, in Siegelbaum and Daniel Walkowitz, eds., Workers of the Donbass 
Speak: Survival and Identity in the New Ukraine (State University of New York 
Press) 1995. 

 
Reference material: 

 
"Trade Unions," in Robert Service and Silvio Pons, compilers, Dizionario del 
Communismo (Turin: Giulio Einaudi Editore, forthcoming).  

 
Working paper: 

 
“Explaining Labor Quiescence in Post-Communist Europe: Historical Legacies 
and Comparative Perspective,” Eastern European Working Paper no. 52, Minda 
de Gunzburg Center for European Studies, Harvard University, June 2002 

 
Under review: 
 

"EU expansion, the European Social Model, and Postcommunist Societies" 
 
In preparation: 

 
 "What Type of Capitalism? Labor, Postcommunist Europe, and the Expansion of 
the European Union” (book manuscript ) 

 
Selected Presentations 
 

 
"East European Labor and the Challenge to Europe's 'Social Model'," 

Paper presented to the annual conference of the American Political Science 
Association, Philadelphia, PA, Aug. 30-Sept. 3, 2006 

"East European Labor, European Union Expansion, and the Varieties of 
Capitalism," paper presented to the 15th conference of the Council for European 
Studies, Chicago, March 29-April 1, 2006 

"Overshooting the Mark: East European Labor, Varieties of Capitalism, 
and the Future of the European Social Model," Paper presented to the annual 
conference of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., 
Aug. 31-Sept. 4, 2005 

“Labor and the Postcommunist Welfare State,” conference on the “Spatial 
Dimension of Poverty in Postcommunist Europe,” Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars, Washington, D.C., October 2003 



"Labor Quiescence and Postcommunist legacies in Eastern Europe, 
"Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies, Harvard University, May 
2002 

"Explaining Labor Quiescence in Postcommunist Europe,” Council for 
European Studies, Chicago, March 2002 

Conference Co-Organizer, “David or Goliath?: Trade Unions in East-
Central Europe After Communism,” Institute of Public Affairs, Warsaw, Poland, 
May 27-29, 1999 

 “Liberal Transformation: Labor and the Russian State,” Davis Center for 
Russian Studies, Harvard University, March 1999.  

 “Between a Rock and a Hard Place: The Troubled Russian Coal 
Industry,” Davis Center for Russian Studies, Harvard University, February 1998.  
  “Labor Politics After Communism,” round-table participant, the national 
convention of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies 
(AAASS), Seattle, November 1997 
  “Coal Miners and the Transformation of the Soviet Political Economy,” 
Department of Political Science, Yale University, December 1996.  

 “The Winners and Losers of Russian Economic Reform,” round-table 
participant, the national convention of the AAASS, Boston, MA, November, 1996 

“Coal Miners, Cultural Frameworks, and the Transformation of the Soviet 
Political Economy,” paper presentation to the national convention of the APSA, 
San Francisco, CA September 1996.  

“Cultural Frameworks and Strategic Choice: Miners, the Market, and the 
Post-Soviet Transformations,” Department of Politics, Princeton University, Jan., 
1995. 

"Labor, Electoral Politics, and Post-Communist Transitions: The Recent 
Elections in Russia and Ukraine," paper presentation to the annual convention of 
the APSA, New York, NY, September 1994. 

"Labor Politics and the Russian Elections," paper presentation to the 
conference "The Russian Elections of December 1993," Harvard University, 
April 1994. 

"The Russian Elections: The View From the Kuzbass," Harriman Institute, 
Columbia University, January 1994. 

"Barriers to Collective Action: Steelworkers and Mutual Dependence in 
the Former Soviet Union," Department of Political Science, The University of 
Chicago, January 1993. 
 
 

Teaching Interests 
 

Post-Soviet Politics; East European Politics; Globalization Politics; 
Comparative Politics; Political Economy; Social Movements and Revolutions; 
Transitions to Democracy; 

 
 
 



Current Research Interests 
 

The comparative study of labor in the political and economic transformations of 
post-Communist societies 
 

Other Professional Activities 
 

Nominations Committee, Comparative Politics Section, American Political 
Science Association, 2005 to 2007 

Manuscript reviewer for the American Political Science Review, World Politics, 
Comparative Political Studies, Comparative Politics, Mobilization, EEPS, 
Slavic Review, Russian Review, Social Forces, British Journal of 
Industrial Relations, European Journal of Industrial Relations, National 
Science Foundation, Princeton University Press, The Univ. of Michigan 
Press, State Univ. of New York Press, The Univ. of Pittsburgh Press 

Promotion Evaluation, Saint Joseph's University 
Selection Committee, USIA/IREX Regional Scholar Exchange Program, 1996-

2004; and ACTR/ACCELS Regional Scholar Exchange, 1999-2004 
Section Chair, 1997 Midwest Political Science Association Convention 

 
Special Skills  

 
Languages -- fluent in Russian, Czech fair, reading knowledge of Polish and 
Spanish 
 
Methods -- survey research/ quantitative analysis; ethnographic interviewing 
 

 
 


