Reduce, Reuse, Demolish?

This week’s Earth to Oberlin
explores green alternatives for
troubled buildings.
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Krislov Family Values on Air Men’s Tennis Raises a Racket
Marvin Krislov and son Zac
annihilated DJ Nick Mayor in
competing DJ sets on WOBC this
week.

The tennis team starts the season
strong with a 4-3 record.
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College to Revamp Student Housmg

David Edward Clark
Staff Writer

“Dedensification” sounds
more like a Bushism than a
Residential Education scheme, yet
it is the term they’re using for the
three- and ten-year plans to reno-
vate all residence halls on campus
and build two to four new dorms.
The Board of Trustees is expected
to pass the three-year plan in some
form this weekend, in which case,
renovations to four dorms will
start this summer with the ground-
breaking for a new dorm occurring
later this year.

The first new dorm to be built
will house 80-100 first-years just
north of Stevenson with a bridge

connecting it to the dining hall.
The dorm will be built to green
building standards and its comple-
tion date is 2010.

The dedensification will
come into effect as part of the ten-
year plan, which includes more
new dorms. The purpose of these
new facilities is to allow for more
singles on campus rather than to
accommodate more students.

Harvey, Kade, Price and
Noah will be the first dorms to see
renovations as part of the three-
year plan. “It’s going to be a lot
of long-needed cosmetic chang-
es,” said Marc Shinn-Krantz, a
College senior and student senator
who serves on the Housing and
Dining Committee.

The largest of these changes
will include removing carpeting
and replacing it with hard floors
and opening up divided doubles
for more living space. ResEd will
also add more electrical outlets,
upgrade the furniture, improve
handicap accessibility and bring
wireless Internet to more rooms.
Probably the most welcome ren-
ovation, if the Board allocates
enough money, will be separate
heating and cooling controls for
each room.

ResEd also wants to replace
room keys with key card swipes
like those used in hotels. Currently,
if a student loses a room key, there

See Renovations, page 4

Asian Americans Discuss Justice

Caitlin Duke
News Editor

Despite the severe weather that shut down
DeCafe and made travel between Hopkins
and Oberlin nearly impossible, scholars and
entertainers from across the country made the
trek to educate students and discuss issues of
identity and inclusion in last weekend’s 15th
Biennial Midwest Asian American Student

Conference.

The conference, subtitled

“Policy,
Barriers and Justice,” is held every two years.
Though it has inspired imitators such as the
Midwest Asian American Student Union, with
a conference rotating between regional colleg-
es and universities, Oberlin’s conference has
been at the forefront of local Asian-American
issues throughout its 30-year history.

A committee of 11 students appointed
last spring began planning the conference in
September, though the conference leaders
were already hashing out ideas months prior.

Conference co-chair and College senior

Shibo Xu said, “This is a student conference,
meaning that at the end of the day, it’s what

we want to say.”

political focus.

Conference co-chair and College junior
Cheska Tolentino explained her thought pro-
cess in determining this year’s theme over
the summer. Because it is an election year,
students wanted the conference to have a

Tolentino asked, “In terms of these elec-

tions, where are Asian Americans mentioned

at all?” She said she wanted to get students
“thinking about race beyond black and white.”

College junior Daniel Tam-Claiborne,
who worked on publicity for the event, said
his goal was to “promote a broad theme that
related to Asian Americans but that also could
gain support here and make other students

who weren’t Asian-American involved.”

The conference opened on Friday,
March 7, with a screening of the film Second
Class Veterans and an evening banquet.

Oiyan Poon, a PhD candidate in Race

See Conference, page 4

Roses for Guatemala

advertise her Guatemalan Microfinance Initiative. Turn to page 2 for more.

Pan y Rosas: College senior Rachel Rothgery put up a floral display in Wilder Bowl to

Chris Hamby

Dealing with Dorms: Students discuss imminent renovations and more

with Trustee John Elger.

Chris Hamby

Obies Want Paradise,
Not New Parking Lot

Sam Jewler
Staff Writer

While the College plans to build
two new parking lots, one just north of
Stevenson and the other on West College
Street, a new poll conducted by The
Oberlin Review reveals that the project
may be a source of contention among the
student body.

Out of 65 students questioned for the
poll, 48 responded in opposition to the
plan. 15 students declined to choose a side
out of ambivalence or lack of information,
while only two supported the initiative.

Out of the 48 students who opposed
the idea, four distinct themes emerged as
their primary concerns.

The chosen plot of land is currently
populated by a grove of native plants and
animals. As the construction plan requires
“removing all the trees and clearing the
lot,” according to the subcontractor in
charge, it seemed to some to run con-
trary to Oberlin’s environmentalist ethos.
Sixteen students surveyed expressed a
preference for nature over pavement.

“I do have a car,” first-year Maya
Wax Cavallaro said. “But I don’t think
trees should be cut down for me to park
it.”

The second main reason students
opposed the plan was that they didn’t see
the multitude of extra parking spaces as
necessary. A College staff member who
identified himself as Frank pointed out
that “there’s already a big Union Street
lot that’s always empty.” Some students
expressed frustration with how far that lot
was from campus.

College senior Rose Reid, one of
11 students to oppose the plan for this
reason, said, “I’ve had a car on campus
for the last few years but I’ve never really
had to go out of my way to find parking.
I can’t imagine that there’s such a short-
age of parking spaces. This could really
be solved if more students could live off
campus for the real-life experience.”

The third biggest concern came from
eight students who argued that the College

should discourage individual car use on
campus. Junior Ian Santino voiced his
opinion, saying, “They should crack down
on people like me, who have cars but
probably don’t need them.” A passing
student pointed out, “It’s Oberlin; you can
just walk everywhere.”

Students who share this view may
have an ally in Executive Director
of College Relations Rick Sherlock.
Sherlock was quoted in last week’s
issue of the Review speaking on the
College’s effort to “discourage students
from bringing cars to a campus with
bicycle-friendly policies.”

Six students polled rejected the
plan because, though they want more
parking spaces, they don’t want them
in the proposed location. “There really
are no lots down on South Campus,”
said Conservatory first-year Greg
Whittemore. “There’s that one lot
across from Dascomb but the student
spots are usually filled up, then those
lots sandwiching Dascomb which have
no student parking. How are you sup-
posed to park at the Conservatory for
example, when there’s a decent amount
of students who have large instruments
requiring a vehicle and there’s a very
limited number of student spaces?”

College junior Meg Lindsey added,
“I think they could put a few parking
spaces in that grassy area by the road
to the parking lot behind Stevenson,
but it’s really South campus that needs
more parking spaces. I'm pretty sure
students outnumber staff at this school,
and I know most of the staff commutes
but students should still have more
access to parking lots that the staff
don’t always fill.”

Dean Linda Gates explained the
need for a parking lot at that location by
pointing out that the College plans for it
to accompany a future dorm there, and
recently made a commitment to providing
a parking space for every two new beds.

Junior Sarah Knowles objected,
“One parking spot for two beds is a

See Students, page 2



