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Oberlin’s Men’s Ultimate Frisbee 
team won the Force Freedom Tourna-
ment on home ground.

Guarding the Grazing Ground

In Sports, Page 20

It’s the Modern Romantic Comedy

Established 1874

Kosher-Halal Bakes Again

Alum Rudavsky to screen award-win-
ning film here at Oberlin on Saturday.

In Arts, Page 9

After nearly six weeks of outdoor 

grilling, the co-op can finally boast 

functional ovens. 

In News, Page 4

Safer Sex Night Alternative Sparks Campus Debate

Jimmy Hagan

Burmese monks and citizens are fac-

ing a violent government backlash to their 

recent peaceful demonstrations against the 

military dictatorship. Last Saturday, Oct. 6, 

80 Oberlin students and residents marched 

around the campus and town to show their 

solidarity with the victims.

Since the military crackdown in Burma 

began, all phone lines and Internet con-

nections are being monitored. The military 

regime has had control of the government 

since 1988 and the recent protests have been 

the first major action against the government 

since then. Oberlin’s student demonstra-

tion coincided with the International Day of 

Action for a Free Burma.

Oberlin Students for Peace in Burma, 

a recently formed and unofficial student 

group, led the protest in Tappan Square at 

noon. Wearing red headbands in symbolic 

reference to the Buddhist monks’ red robes 

and carrying signs made from cardboard 

they found in dumpsters, the demonstrators 

marched for 30 minutes through Wilder Bowl 

and North Quad before heading down Main 

Street to City Hall. The protest took place 

in silence in honor of those who died during 

their own protest march in Burma. After the 

event concluded, the protesters were encour-

aged to tie their red headbands to visible 

spots around campus to increase awareness 

of the country’s political situation.

Given that Oberlin is a notoriously 

politically active college, the OSPB was 

disappointed that fewer than three percent of 

students came out to show solidarity with the 

Burmese people. 

“I don’t think people realize the gravity 

of the situation,” stated College first-year 

Kriti Godey, the founder and chair of Oberlin 

Students for Peace in Burma. “It’s really hap-

pening right now.”  

Yet the group viewed the protest with 

mixed feelings.  “The students who protested 

were really enthusiastic,” remarked Godey. 

To those who ignored the event she stated, 

“Living conditions are terrible and people 

should care.”

“It was mainly a symbolic gesture,” 

noted College first-year Clayton Kennedy, 

who attended the protest. “But being where 

we are you’d would think this is something 

people would get fired up about.”

Still, Kennedy was quick to point out that 

compared to the 50 protesters in Bangkok, 

Thailand and the 500 marchers in New York 

City, the demonstration was a success.

“We only started planning the march 

that Tuesday,” added Godey, emphasizing 

the march had a good turnout for such short 

notice. 

The OSPB has been active around 

campus since news of government repri-

sals broke, posting graphic flyers depicting 

bloodied monks face down in water. The 

group also set up an information table during 

TGIF to communicate the reality of the situ-

ation in Burma.

Although not an official Oberlin College 

organization, the group has received a pledge 

of financial support from Oberlin’s Amnesty 

International chapter. Oberlin Shansi and 

Peace Community Church have additionally 

promised to help organize events and the 

church brought a contingency to the march.

Student Senate has also shown support 

by unanimously passing a resolution this 

past Sunday declaring full solidarity with 

the protesters in Burma. The resolution con-

demned the atrocities and urged international 

intervention.

On Tuesday, the OSPB set up a table out-

side of Wilder asking students to sign a peti-

tion to be sent to the Chevron Corporation. 

Currently, Chevron pays millions in oil and 

gas royalties to the Burmese government. The 

petition was a plea for Chevron to put these 

funds on hold until the last democratically 

elected leader of Burma, Daw Aung San Suu 

Kyi, voted into power in 1988, is installed as 

the leader of a legitimate Burmese state.

After three hours of advocacy, 254 

Oberlin students, faculty and staff signed the 

petition.

Petition for Change: Oberlin students sign a petition to hold governments and corporations 
accountable for supporting violence in Burma. Chris Hamby

Students Show Support for Burma

Alice Ollstein and Kate Riley
News Editor and Staff Writer

This past Thursday night, 

Oberlin students faced a difficult 

decision: don a skimpy outfit and 

attend the infamous Safer Sex Night, 

or “fire it up” with a ResEd-spon-

sored carnival in Philips Gym. 

Though on the surface this 

appears to be a typical Oberlin case 

of too many tempting activities hap-

pening on the same night, deep-

seated tensions accompanied these 

events. 

Safer Sex Night was created 17 

years ago to help educate Oberlin stu-

dents about safer sex practices — such 

as contraception and the concept of 

consent — in an engaging way, while 

at the same time raising money for the 

campus Sexual Information Center.

Five years ago, Oberlin’s Office 

of Residential Education decided that 

an alternative event was necessary. 

“There are a number of reasons that 

people might prefer not to seek out 

or be exposed to information about 

sex in a public arena,” said Dean of 

Students Linda Gates. “The alternate 

activities do not seek to replace or 

in any way minimize the importance 

of learning about and practicing safe 

sex.  It is just designed to be fun.” 

However, Allison Carlisle, the 

student planning Safer Sex Night, 

feels that this year in particular ResEd 

is attempting to rival the SIC’s event. 

“It’s really obvious how much more 

ResEd is advertising this year,” she 

said. “We don’t want this to be a 

competition, but it’s really hard not 

to see it as a competition.”

She cited their advertising strat-

egies — such as requiring all RAs to 

both put up flyers and to stop by the 

event — noting that the SIC doesn’t 

have the resources to equal their 

Activist Obies 
March for Peace

See Unofficial, page 5

See A Tale, page 2

Yan Slobodkin
News Editor

Local Oberlin, activists along with College 

students from the Oberlin Peace Activists’ 

League and the College Democrats, joined 

an anti-war protest in front of the home of 

Senator George Voinovich last Sunday after-

noon.  The demonstration, which was organized 

by the Northeast Ohio Anti-War Coalition, was 

billed as “Bringing the War Home to Senator 

George Voinovich” and intended to pressure 

the Republican senator into supporting an end 

to the war in Iraq.

The demonstration culminated in the pre-

sentation of a symbolic Sunday dinner. A 

statement from the event organizers explained 

that the metaphorical meal featured pork to 

represent the “‘pork’ contracts in Iraq,” “bacon 

to represent what Sen. Voinovich has not 

brought home to his neighborhood” in the form 

of healthcare and other necessities, turkey to 

“represent what the Iraq war/occupation has 

been from day one,” water to represent what the 

people in Iraq do not have in sufficient quan-

tity, oil “to represent what the Iraq war/occupa-

tion has been about from the beginning” and 

a jalapeño pepper — to symbolize “the anger 

Iraqis and people around the world feel toward 

US foreign policy.”

Before marching on the Senator’s house, 

activists listened to speakers from Veterans for 

Peace, who denounced the Iraq War in ringing 

terms, in Cleveland’s Wildwood Park. 

In route to Voinovich’s house, protesters 

distributed flyers to the senator’s neighbors, 

stating, “We call for Sen. Voinovich to end 

his support since 2003 for the Iraq war and for 

war funding (already more than $450 billion 

— over $423 million from City of Cleveland 

taxpayers alone!),” and claimed that the money 

could have been better used to hire thousands of 

public school teachers or assist the needy.

George Voinovich voted to authorize the 

Iraq war in 2003 and is considered a pos-

sible swing vote on the issue, though to date 

he has voted against several bills calling for 

the withdrawal of American forces from Iraq. 

Voinovich’s position as a senator with a repu-

tation for being a “moderate” Republican rep-

resenting a battleground state has made him a 

target for pro and anti-war groups and inspired 

some demonstrators to carry signs that read, 

“flip-flop, George.”

The Oberlin students in attendance shared 

their fellow marchers’ frustration with the 

senator. “If I had to use one word to describe 

Senator Voinovich, it would be ‘rubber stamp.’  

He’s a rubber stamp for George Bush and has 

enabled this war from the beginning,” said 

Sam Lewis, College sophomore and College 

Democrats co-chair.
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Publication Update

The Review’s printer, the Gazette Publishing Company, has 

recently been purchased by Brown Publishing Company. This should 

not affect the printing of the Review.

Corrections

We are not aware of any corrections from the previous issue.

The Review strives to print all information as accurately as possible.  

If you feel the Review has made an error, please e-mail  

managingeditor@oberlinreview.org.

Green to the Corps: Oberlin Alums Explain Innovative Program
Amanda Travers 

Thanks to a program that allows college 

graduates to work on an environmental project 

of their choice, many Oberlin graduates have 

put what they have learned here to good use, 

pursuing activism in locations across the U.S. 

with the Green Corps. To promote this often 

overlooked post-graduate option, Claire Miller, 

OC ’07 will return to campus this weekend to 

lead discussions and workshops.

According to the Green Corps website, 

its mission is to “teach the next generation of 

environmental leaders the strategies and skills 

they’ll need to win tomorrow’s environmental 

battles while providing critical field support for 

today’s pressing environmental problems.” 

Completing an environmental studies 

major at Oberlin led Miller straight to the 

Green Corps program. “I was an environmen-

tal studies major. David Orr was my advisor 

and climate change was something that I was 

always anxious about, but I didn’t know how 

to change it. After spending six months in New 

Orleans [with the Green Corps], I learned that 

I was a people-person and I was able to make 

the connection that this was the perfect program 

for me,” she said. 

The program, however, is not limited to 

students with particular majors. “You don’t 

have to be an environmental studies major to 

do it at all,” said Miller. 

Current Green Corps volunteer Eli 

Rosenfeld, OC ’06 is a case in point. “I always 

knew that I wanted to do something with 

politics, since I studied American politics at 

Oberlin, and I was looking to get a masters in 

international politics,” he said.   

“Only over the past couple of years did I 

decide to go down the environmental route,” he 

said. “When I was finishing up school, I was 

trying to figure out what to do to extend my aca-

demic career while getting started on a career path 

in environmental issues and political activism.”

When asked what made him choose Green 

Corps over other job offers Rosenfeld said, 

“Besides the overall mission of training tomor-

row’s leaders, it’s about the network of top 

environmental and political organizations.” 

Miller is currently working with the Maryland 

Sierra Club in order to organize a Baltimore 

area climate campaign. “I run press conferences, 

attend town hall meetings, help build and make 

connections with the environmental community, 

and pass on education,” she said. 

When asked about her favorite part of the 

job, Miller said, “I get to work with people as a 

professional activist. It almost doesn’t feel like a 

real job because it’s something that I want do.” 

Rosenfeld is also focusing on a cli-

mate campaign. “I’m working with National 

Environmental Trust, a Green Corps partner 

organization, in Sarasota, Florida. We want to 

pass a bill that will call for an 80 percent reduc-

tion of carbon dioxide emissions by 2025. Right 

now Senator Nelson has already committed to 

the bill, but Senator Martinez hasn’t taken a 

stand one way or the other, so we’re mobilizing 

supporters to put pressure on the senator.” 

He explained, “There are many things 

you can do when influencing someone in a 

populous state. In a grassroots effort, we’re 

having people write letters to the senator such 

as environmental groups and non-traditional 

allies, such as hunter organizations and fisher-

men clubs. According to Rosenfeld, Florida’s 

location will make it the first state to feel the 

effects of global warming, which will have an 

impact on the recreational activities of these 

non-traditional allies.

Claire Miller will be holding an informa-

tion session today in Wilder 115 from 12 p.m. 

to 1 p.m. and at the SEED House on Saturday 

from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.

exposure: “There are posters every-

where, [Fire it Up] had their banner 

up in Wilder more than a week before 

the event, which is against the rules, 

and they also have been going into 

Stevie to talk to students eating din-

ner. They’re advertising in-person. It 

seems over the top.”

Though Gates clarified that the 

Wilder banner rules are “guidelines, 

not actual policy,” Carlisle still feels 

that the ResEd practices are “unfair.” 

“They have all this institutional 

support and we’re just a 10-person 

student organization,” she said. “I 

feel that we deserve institutional sup-

port. Or at the very least, not institu-

tional opposition.”

Graduate Residential Director 

Frank Cirioni, one of the “Fire It Up in 

Philips” coordinators, stressed that he 

and his colleague simply “wanted to 

make the event more fun and exciting 

than previous years.” He noted that 

he never wanted his event to compete 

with Safer Sex Night, saying, “To 

make the event more open to students 

wishing to attend both programs, Fire 

It Up at Philips will begin two hours 

before Safer Sex Night.”

One issue bothers both ResEd 

and the SIC alike: the image of Safer 

Sex Night, both within the College 

and in the outside world. 

The SIC worries that Safer Sex 

Night is seen only as a party, when 

its true goals are education and fund-

raising. The evening is the SIC’s one 

fundraiser for the year and allows 

them to provide at-cost safer sex sup-

plies, 50 cent pregnancy tests and free 

counseling to students year-round.

“A lot of people don’t think it’s 

as educational as we think it is,” said 

Carlisle. “But I think that Oberlin 

students know a lot more about safer 

sex practices than students at other 

schools and I think that is in a large 

part because of Safer Sex Night and 

other work that the SIC does.”

Sophomore Taylor Soderborg 

agrees, “Safer Sex Night is focused on 

promoting safe sex, not just looking 

hot in your undies. This school might 

be trying to change and go in a new 

direction, but I think Safer Sex Night 

is an essential part of the Obie tradi-

tion and shouldn’t be taken away. We 

should support Safer Sex Night.”

Both Gates and Director of 

ResEd Molly Tyson expressed sup-

port for the SIC’s goals for Safer Sex 

Night to educate students, noting that 

the cause of their concern was not 

about what happens in Wilder itself 

on Safer Sex Night, but what goes on 

before and after the event with regards 

to excessive alcohol consumption and 

other unsafe behaviors. Tyson noted 

that Fire It Up will be providing food 

for students to try to help counterbal-

ance alcohol consumption.

Tyson also explained the rea-

soning behind supporting an event 

like Fire It Up as an alternative to 

Safer Sex Night. “There are a lot of 

students who feel uncomfortable in 

[Safer Sex Night’s] environment.”

Carlisle acknowledged that 

ResEd’s concerns were legitimate 

only “to a point.” “We don’t want 

there to be unsafe activity either, and 

we don’t want it to be just a huge 

party. We try not to let people in who 

are visibly intoxicated. Education is 

our biggest concern. We have work-

shops during the event and in the 

week leading up to it.”

An SIC member, who wishes to 

remain anonymous, claims that she 

offered informational pamphlets and 

free supplies to be included in the 

alternative event to Assistant Dean 

Brayton Fields. The Dean allegedly 

refused, claiming that the event was 

supposed to have nothing to do with 

sex. However, Cirioni, who has done 

most of the planning for the Philips 

event, said he’d be open to such a pos-

sibility.

Expressing the hopes of many, 

Carlisle commented, “It would be 

nice if we could have a little more 

communication [with the College].”

Over the years, the image of 

both Safer Sex Night and Oberlin has 

been damaged by a bout of bad press. 

In 2002, the magazine Cleveland 

Scene reported on the event, call-

ing it “a celebration of sex for sex’s 

sake” and a “carnal carnival.” In 

2003, online conservative journal 

Frontpage Magazine commented, 

“Most parents would be concerned 

if their kids were exhorted to have 

sex by campus-sponsored speakers 

or encouraged to get promiscuous at 

orgies hosted by the college.”

First-year Sohaib Naim, an 

international student from Pakistan, 

has encountered the effect of such 

press. “Many people outside cam-

pus, especially outside the coun-

try, make sweeping generalizations 

about Oberlin. The hype of Safer Sex 

Night often plays down the scholastic 

repute of the college.”

His feelings on the event, 

however, are positive overall. “It’s 

impressive that the College bold-

ly and openly raises awareness of 

sexual knowledge. Coming from 

countries where talking about sex is 

still considered taboo in society, the 

atmosphere is shocking, and may 

seem a little bit too uninhibited, but 

it’s a positive feature of the College 

nonetheless.”

Carlisle hopes the turnout will 

be the same as previous years — usu-

ally around 800 students — despite 

the intense advertisement for the 

College’s alternate event. “It’s the 

way for us to education the most 

people at once.”

A Tale of Two Thursday Events
Continued from page 1

Wilder Bedecked: Posters for both Safer Sex Night and “Fire it Up at Philips” 
compete for the attention of students passing by. Chris Heslin

Farm Art

“Writing” on the Wall: A group of student volunteers decorated a 
building at the George Jones Memorial Farm. Chris Hamby
For more information, see Arts, page 15
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Oct. 4, 9:54 a.m. A staff mem-

ber reported a theft of product 

from the vending machine in East 

Hall, along with a gray dumpster 

cart from the southwest stairwell 

area. Value of the missing prod-

uct is unknown; cart is valued at 

$300.00.

Oct. 4, 1:38 p.m. Staff reported 

that an elderly female cut her hand 

on the hand rail outside of Finney. 

The female was transported to 

Allen Medical Center for treat-

ment.

Oct. 4, 6:07 p.m. An officer on 

patrol observed several students 

in a circle around a hookah in the 

courtyard of Asia House. Students 

reported they were smoking fla-

vored tobacco. The hookah was 

confiscated, but later returned to 

the owner.

Oct. 4, 8:55 p.m. Alcohol was 

found in a room in Dascomb while 

Life Safety Inspections were being 

conducted. The alcohol was trans-

ported to the Security Office and 

discarded.

Oct. 4, 9:14 p.m. During a Life 

Safety inspection at Langston 

Hall, a bag of marijuana was 

found in an open desk drawer. 

The marijuana was transported to 

the Oberlin Police Department for 

disposal.

Oct. 4, 9:14 p.m. Staff from Res 

Ed reported finding a bagged 

detector in a first floor room at 

Langston Hall, during Life Safety 

inspections. The bag was removed 

and discarded.

Oct. 4, 9:15 p.m. Alcohol was 

found in a room at Langston Hall 

during Life Safety inspections. 

The alcohol was transported to 

the Safety and Security Office 

where it was disposed of.

Oct. 4, 9:16 p.m. Alcohol was 

found in a room in Barrows Hall 

while Life Safety Inspections 

were being conducted. The 

alcohol was transported to the 

Security Office and disposed 

of.

Oct. 4, 10:20 p.m. Alcohol was 

found in a room in Langston 

Hall, third floor during Life 

Safety Inspections. The alcohol 

was transported to the Security 

Office and discarded.

Oct. 4, 10:22 p.m. A student 

reported she lost her wallet in 

an unknown location. The wal-

let is red and contained approxi-

mately $20.00 in cash, student 

ID, bank card and keys. 

Oct. 4, 10:30 p.m. Alcohol was 

found in a room in Langston 

Hall, third floor during Life 

Safety Inspections. The alco-

hol, several unopened bottles 

of Mike’s Hard Lemonade, was 

disposed of at the Safety and 

Security Office.

Oct. 6, 10:00 a.m. A student 

reported the theft of her bicycle 

from her porch on East College 

Street. The bike is a Raleigh 

women’s bike, white/blue/pur-

ple in color, valued at $100.00. 

The bicycle was unlocked at the 

time of theft.

Oct. 5, 10:12 a.m. Staff at Mudd 

Library reported an unknown 

person burned paper in the 

men’s restroom on A-level. The 

paper in question was taped 

to the wall for people to write 

on. Oberlin Fire Department was 

notified. Incident is under inves-

tigation.

Oct. 5, 10:05 p.m. A student 

reported the theft of a backpack 

from an unlocked practice room. 

The backpack is pink in color and 

contained a cell phone. During the 

same time, two additional students 

reported the theft of items from 

unlocked practice rooms: a razor 

cell phone, black in color and 

$20.00 cash and a white iPod. The 

incident is under investigation.

Oct. 6, 3:43 p.m. A student report-

ed the theft of her bicycle from the 

front of Harvey. The bicycle, a 

Giant, turquoise in color, valued 

at $120.00, was secured to a pole 

at the time of theft.

Oct. 6, 8:27 p.m. Officers respond-

ed to assist a staff member trapped 

in the elevator at Stevenson Hall. 

Oberlin Fire Department was 

requested and the staff member 

was freed from the elevator.

Oct. 7, 1:13 a.m. Officers were 

requested at Langston Hall to 

assist with an intoxicated student. 

The student was transported by 

officers to Allen Medical Center 

for treatment.

Oct. 7, 4:59 a.m. Officers were 

requested at South Hall to assist 

with an intoxicated female. The 

individual was found to be the 

guest of a student. She was able 

to answer questions asked of her. 

The student agreed to care for her 

visitor for the night.

Oct. 7, 9:49 a.m. An officer on 

patrol in Langston Hall observed 

three tightropes on the west side 

of the building. The ropes were 

removed and transported to the 

Safety and Security Office.

Oct. 7, 11:43 a.m. An officer 

responded to the Field House, 

North Fields, to assist with an 

injured Frisbee player. The player 

was transported to Allen Medical 

Center for treatment. 

Oct. 8, 7:55 a.m. An officer on 

patrol observed graffiti on the 

sidewalk between the wings of 

Langston Hall. The stenciled 

image of a face was spray painted 

in black. A work order was filed 

for removal.

Oct. 8, 5:00 p.m. A student report-

ed the theft of a bicycle from the 

north side of Asia House. The bike 

is a Free Spirit, women’s, red in 

color with tan seat and handlebars. 

The bicycle was not locked at the 

time of theft.

Oct. 8, 5:10 p.m. ResEd staff con-

ducting Life and Safety inspec-

tions at Firelands confiscated a 

decorative knife and a large hunt-

ing knife. The knives were trans-

ported to Safety and Security for 

safekeeping.

Oct. 8, 5:18 p.m. Student reported 

he locked his bicycle to the gate 

outside of Rax Oct. 5th and when 

he returned today, the bicycle was 

gone. The bike is a Sun Nexus, 

blue and silver in color with duct 

tape on the handlebars. 

Oct. 8, 8:00 p.m. ResEd was 

conducting a Life Safety check at 

Village Housing and discovered 

drug paraphernalia. A glass bong 

with marijuana residue was confis-

cated, transported to the Security 

Office and then turned over to 

Oberlin Police for disposal.

Oct. 8, 8:13 p.m. Alcohol was 

discovered in a residence on North 

Cedar Street during a Life Safety 

inspection. The alcohol was trans-

ported to the Safety and Security 

office for disposal.

Oct. 8, 8:38 p.m. During a Life 

Safety inspection, drug parapher-

nalia was confiscated from a resi-

dence on South Professor Street. 

The pipe was transported to the 

Safety and Security Office to be 

turned over to Oberlin Police for 

disposal.

Oct. 8, 8:57 p.m. An officer and the 

Oberlin Fire Department responded 

to a priority one fire alarm at the 

Oberlin Inn. The cause was found 

to be a patron smoking, which acti-

vated the detector. The alarm was 

reset with no further problems.

Oct. 9, 7:55 a.m. An officer on 

patrol observed stenciled graffiti 

on the sidewalk outside the east 

entrance of Harkness, and east 

handicap ramp. A work order was 

filed for clean up.

Oct. 9, 11:27 a.m. A student report-

ed the theft of her locked bicycle 

from the bike rack on the north 

side of Johnson House. The bike is 

a Novara, light gray with red letter-

ing, men’s 18 speed. The bicycle 

is valued at $800.00. A report was 

also filed with the Oberlin Police 

Department.

Oct. 9, 4:00 p.m. Staff of the 

Biology Department advised a stu-

dent that had a small amount of 

chemical solution splashed into his 

face and took him to Allen Medical 

Center for treatment. The student 

was treated and released.

Oct. 9, 9:09 p.m. During a Life 

Safety inspection at Saunders, a 

bottle of wine and a three inch 

glass pipe were confiscated. The 

wine was discarded and the glass 

pipe taken to the Oberlin Police 

Department.

Oberlin Students STAND Up for Darfur in D.C.
Caitlin Duke
Staff Writer

Over the weekend of September 28, a del-

egation of Oberlin students attended a national 

conference on Darfur organized by STAND: 

A Student Anti-Genocide Coalition, former-

ly Students Taking Action Now: Darfur, in 

Washington, D.C. The five Oberlin delegates 

were among 400 students from 40 states who 

made the trip to learn more about the genocide 

in Darfur and ways to publicize their organiza-

tion. 

College junior Sara Skvirsky and College 

first-years Katie Thompson, Jimmy Hagan, 

Catherine Durkin and Julia Chafkin represented 

Oberlin’s STAND chapter.

Thompson spoke enthusiastically about 

the gathering: “I think the biggest thing I 

took away was how to get the message out,” 

she said. Thompson and fellow conference 

attendees heard lectures by doctors, documen-

tary filmmakers and others who had first-hand 

experience in Sudan. The students also met in 

workshops to learn how to put their knowledge 

into action. 

She will be working on a project called 

Banaa: Sudan Educational Empowerment 

Network, which aims to provide students 

from Sudan with a four-year college education 

they can use to give back to their homeland. 

According to the group’s website, banaa is 

Arabic for “to build, to found, to create.”

In order to raise awareness about this and 

similar projects, the local chapter of STAND 

will be sponsoring events throughout the 

school year to motivate the Oberlin com-

munity. The group hopes to host a panel of 

genocide survivors over parents’ weekend, 

including a Holocaust survivor and Cambodian 

and Rwandan refugees. 

Skvirsky, one of the founding members 

of Oberlin’s STAND group, expressed her 

hope that this and similar events will combat 

what she calls “Darfur fatigue.” She described 

a trend of people turning away from the issue 

because it has become so familiar: “There’s still 

a genocide going on…People are just saying 

that things are over when they’re clearly not.”

Other events to raise awareness will 

include a Darfur fast on December 8, in which 

students give up one luxury food item and 

donate the money they would have spent to 

the cause. This event is based on the fact that 

three dollars can support one African Union or 

United Nations peacekeeper for one year. 

STAND also looks forward to screening 

two documentary films that were also shown 

at the national conference, Voices from Darfur 

and Darfur Diaries: Message From Home. 

Finally, the group will put on the third annual 

Jam for Sudan benefit, its largest fundraiser, 

this spring.

This year, STAND has made the decision 

to give the money it raises to the Genocide 

Intervention Network, a group that is still 

on the ground in Darfur and able to contrib-

ute to the relief effort. Skvirsky explained 

that Doctors Without Borders, which received 

Oberlin STAND’s contribution in previous 

years, has become ineffective in the region. 

Doctors without Borders along with other aid 

organizations has been losing its presence in the 

region throughout the conflict.

Also on the long agenda for STAND is a 

project in conjunction with the Oberlin Peace 

Activists League to create a human rights con-

centration or course at the College. As Skvirsky 

said, “We claim all the time to be so socially 

conscious… Well, we should put our money 

where our mouth is.” 

She continued to speak on her desire to 

raise awareness and end ignorance about the 

issue of genocide: “Even though the genocide 

in Sudan will eventually end, it’s not the last 

genocide of the 21st century,” said Skvirsky. 

Though Skvirsky saw genocide as a “per-

petual problem,” she was not without hope, 

but rather felt that only with determination and 

understanding could it be thoroughly addressed. 

“What we really need to do is…reflect on the 

past and learn from our mistakes to really be 

able to make a difference.”

In addition to other activities, STAND 

continues to hold weekly meetings on Mondays 

at 9:30 p.m. in Wilder 204.

‘There’s still a genocide 

going on...People are just 

saying things are over when 

they’re clearly not.’

Sara Svirsky
Founding Member of Oberlin STAND



Page 4 The Oberlin Review, October 12, 2007News

Two Struck by Automobile
Brian Pugh
News Editor

Two Oberlin College students were hit by a car last night 

following Safer Sex Night. The accident occurred after 12 a.m. 

on West Lorain Street between the ‘Sco and the Science Center.  

The two women were released from the hospital this morning 

according to Marjorie Burton, Oberlin’s assistant director of 

Safety and Security.

Administration Promotes 
Its Own News Source
Yan Slobodkin
News Editor

The Office of College Relations flooded Oberlin e-mail 

inboxes this past Wednesday with its first weekly, campus-wide 

newsletter, The Source. According to its website, “The Source 

reports on institutional developments, the achievements of fac-

ulty and staff members and students and town-gown news, and it 

will highlight events and opportunities of interest to Obies, both 

on campus and in the surrounding area.” 

The newsletter, written by College Relations Staff, will 

come out every Wednesday of the academic year via e-mail.  

Kosher-Halal Co-op Re-opens
Maya Curry
Editor-in-Chief

After weeks of creative dinners, frustrated workers and 

frequent inspections, the Lorain County Fire Chief gave his 

approval for students to use the oven hoods in Kosher-Halal Co-

op last Friday, Oct. 5.

Co-opers are happy to turn their outside grill into a distant 

memory and be back in the kitchen, just in time for the brisk 

fall weather. 

“I’m really glad that after all the work was finished, we 

ended up with a really great product. You can just tell when 

you turn it on that it’s a great hood,” said DLEC and fifth-year 

double-degree student Zeev Saffir. “And our meals this week 

have been really delicious.”

New City Manager
Brian Pugh
News Editor

After nine months of searching and reviewing 47 applicants, 

Oberlin has at last found a replacement for Robert DiSpirito, who 

stepped down as City Manager last January. Eric P. Norenberg, an 

information technology specialist from Mesa, AZ, was selected by 

a unanimous city council vote to takeover for the interim manager, 

Gary Boyle, on Monday, Oct. 1.

“The process has been long, but it’s been meticulous…

because the city deserves it,” said Councilmember Charles 

Peterson.  

Under the City of Oberlin’s system of government, the City 

Council passes legislation while the City Manager is responsible 

for the day-to-day running of the City.  

According to Councilman Anthony Mealy, the City Council 

has direct control over four positions within city government: the 

city’s Law Director, Finance Director, Clerk and Manager. The 

Council also handles labor contracts and the creation and elimina-

tion of city offices, but the Manager is responsible for the hiring, 

firing and disciplining of the city’s roughly 100 regular employ-

ees, including those who work for the Police, Fire and Sanitation 

Departments.

City Council President Daniel Gardner told The Lorain 

Morning Journal that Norenberg is “very impressive in the way he 

thinks on his feet,” and that the manager-select’s “ability to frame 

issues and his consultative management style were positives.”

Mealy said Norenberg’s previous home of Mesa, a city of 

half a million, has recently been working on providing citywide 

wireless Internet — another  point of interest, since Oberlin has 

been “discussing that on a much smaller scale.”

Despite the 7-0 vote and the kind words from the City 

Council’s members, Eric Norenberg’s employment contract must 

still be finalized. 

Once Norenberg’s contract is settled, Interim City Manger 

Boyle will return to his post as Oberlin Planning and Development 

Director. 

“The Council and I have nothing but the greatest respect and 

appreciation for the work Mr. Boyle has been doing as Interim 

City Manager,” said Peterson.

the news in brief

Brian Pugh
News Editor

An intense meeting of the Oberlin 

Student Senate caused College junior 

Ben Klebanoff to resign his post as 

chair of Senate’s Student Finance 

Committee Chair last Sunday. In addi-

tion to a passionate debate over SFC, 

the Senate discussed issues ranging 

from Burma to the recent student 

arrests.

Klebanoff told the Review that 

he decided to resign for personal rea-

sons and stressed that his choice was 

determined by his own concerns about 

his ability to meet the demands of the 

job and other commitments. Though 

he resigned from being SFC liaison, 

Klebanoff will continue to serve on 

the Student Senate and is planning to 

hold another office within the orga-

nization. 

SFC and its relationship with 

Senate has been the source of con-

siderable controversy and preceded 

Klebanoff’s resignation.  Specifically, 

senators argued over whether a sena-

tor could serve on the SFC. 

Last year, Senate voted to allow 

only one senator to serve on the SFC.  

At that time, Klebanoff wanted to be 

on the SFC while he was senator, but 

was prevented by Senate’s prohibi-

tion.

“Senate serves as the appeals 

body for SFC, but when there is a lot 

of overlap…we become one in the 

same,” said senior Colin Koffel.

Despite these objections, at the 

meeting Senate voted nine to five to 

pass a proposal to allow as many as 

two senators to work on SFC.

“I feel that this decision to allow 

two people to be on SFC from Senate 

is very different from the one we 

made two semesters ago…but I feel 

like there are definitely different cir-

cumstances….There is a very obvious 

decision for what is best for SFC and 

Senate and that is for two people to 

be on SFC,” said College senior and 

Student Senator Ian Hilburger.

Student senators also debated the 

endorsement of a proposal introduced 

by Student Senator David Casserly, 

a College senior, that would require 

one designated all-gender bathroom 

in any building with more than three 

bathrooms. While no senators opposed 

the measure outright, the details were 

subject to argument.    

“It’s not going to cost nothing…

there is time and energy that will have 

to go into this,” said Koffel.  

Additionally, some senators 

questioned the timing of the proposal, 

fearing that it might distract from the 

General Faculty Committee’s con-

sideration of a non-discrimination 

policy at its next meeting. Senators 

also sought clarification on which 

buildings would and should be cov-

ered by such a policy.  In the face 

of these and other concerns, Senate 

agreed to further discussion before 

taking a stand.

Senate also agreed to designate 

Koffel to draft a letter on the Senate’s 

behalf to address last week’s stu-

dent arrests and the resultant charges 

of excessive force by the Oberlin 

Police.

After a few minutes of discus-

sion, Senate unanimously passed a 

resolution condemning the human 

rights abuses of the military regime 

in Burma. The resolution was intro-

duced by Student Senator and College 

first-year Luke Squire.

Student Senate Debates Current College Issues

Everyone likes to snoop.

Write for News so you have an excuse.
news@oberlinreview.org
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Geoff Peterson, known to his 

friends as Sweet P, is the Senior 

Class President. News editor Brian 

Pugh sat with him to chat about his 

position, his politics and his favor-

ite cuisine.

What do you do as Class 

President?

When I got elected it was obvi-

ously cool, but when I first talked 

to Matt Kaplan, last year’s Senior 

Class President, about the posi-

tion, he didn’t give me a very good 

understanding, I would say.

I went into this year with the 

mindset that I would have to do 

whatever I could to maximize this 

opportunity. We, the class offi-

cers, sit on the Honorary Degrees 

Committee and run the Senior Gift, 

which is a big project that’s about to 

take off.  We haven’t gotten approv-

al yet, so I cannot tell you, but it’s 

going to be big and it’s going to be 

awesome. We also plan the senior 

week events and senior activities 

throughout the year.

Honorary degrees to people 

besides Krislov?

I don’t think he needs any 

more degrees, to be honest. He’s 

great. The meetings are confiden-

tial, but always expect good things.  

We have a great pool of Oberlin 

graduates we can honor.

How do you interact with 

President Krislov, Student 

Senate and the other gover-

nance bodies?

The Class Officers are bodies 

of their own. We don’t have any 

affiliation with the Senate. We’re run 

mainly through the Dean’s office, 

which is why I saw a lot of potential 

since there aren’t as many bureau-

cratic strings to hold us down.

Are there any specific issues you 

would like to promote as Senior 

Class President?

I really want to push a connec-

tion with the College and the com-

munity with the events we’re going 

to sponsor. I think there is a lot of 

potential to do some cool things and 

bring people together and celebrate 

this unique place in the world.

What are your plans after College?

 I do plan on running for 

President, as a Republican candi-

date probably, but my Republican 

hero is George H.W. Bush, not 

Ronald Reagan. I’m vice presi-

dent of the Oberlin College 

Republicans, but I support Bill 

Richardson as a presidential can-

didate right now because of his 

experience, which I think is pretty 

funny.  

But in the immediate future, 

I’m going home to Brookville, PA 

and run for mayor of my home-

town, that’s the first office I would 

like to hold.  I want to do it because 

it is a great town and I loved grow-

ing up there, and like my father, 

I see a lot of potential in rural 

Pennsylvania. 

If that doesn’t work I’m going 

to become a chef.

Any particular cuisine?

I want to cook it all, but I par-

ticularly enjoy Taco Bell.

You are also a Bonner Scholar, 

how is that?

It’s amazing; the Bonner 

Center for Service and Learning 

is just amazing.  I’ve had a chance 

to work within the College com-

munity and the greater community 

and it’s very rewarding. Anyone 

who has the chance to do commu-

nity service work study program or 

any of the things run out of BCSL, 

has an opportunity to do something 

great.

Through the program, I’ve 

been able to work in places I never 

thought I would, I never thought 

I’d work in Washington as con-

gressional intern.

Do you have any hidden talents?

I love singing R&B music, it 

has got so much soul. My friends 

know I’m a human jukebox and I 

really like meeting new people, so 

come say “hi” to me and please be 

on the look out for the senior gift.

What are your greatest influences?

My mother and father — my 

Dad’s a baptist minister and my 

mom has worked at odd jobs her 

entire life, using her many talents.

I would put Paul W. Dawson 

down as a career influence. He 

indirectly gave me the confidence 

that I needed to ask people for 

things and think critically about 

my actions.

Were you not always a confident 

person?

I was always outgoing and 

outspoken and sometimes irratio-

nally so, but he kind of helped me 

to think about things on a deeper 

level.

Interview by Brian Pugh
 Photo by  Chris Hamby

Geo! Peterson, president of the 
class of 2008

Off the !uff: Geoff Peterson

To continue increasing campus awareness, the 

group intends to raise money to bring in a speaker 

on the history and culture of Burma, according to the 

OSPB website.  

Even further in the future, the group plans to 

network with other organizations across the U.S. and 

the globe.

“Next, we want to make the Chinese govern-

ment notice that people aren’t very happy with 

them,” notes Godey. 

According to activists, China is deeply invested 

in the natural resources of Burma. Over the next 30 

years, they plan to acquire 6.5 trillion cubic feet of 

natural gas. China’s hunt for energy to sustain its 

massive population means that it will protect the 

governments that provide their resources from UN 

Security Council sanctions. Therefore, many believe 

that China is harboring the Burmese junta for their 

own benefit.

The Olympics will be held next summer in 

Beijing, and the OSPB, along with anti-genocide 

groups such as STAND: A Student Anti-Genocide 

Coalition, wants to pressure the Chinese into action 

with a flood of bad press.

For information on the history of the conflict 

in Burma as well as how to get involved, visit 

spboberlin.googlepages.com. The group meets every 

Saturday at 5 p.m. in the third floor lounge of East.

Unofficial Group Seeks to Aid BurmaLaw Scholars Program 
Assists Aspiring Attorneys
Hannah Katz

Inspired by Oberlin’s “Law 

in the Liberal Arts” conference in 

2003, Oberlin’s new Law Scholars 

Program hopes to guide the would-

be attorneys of Oberlin toward legal 

success. Starting next module, the 

comprehensive program will provide 

accepted students access to a net-

work of prestigious Oberlin alumni, 

experience in brief-writing and oral 

advocacy techniques and an eight to 

ten week paid summer internship. 

One main feature of Law 

Scholars is the Legal Advocacy 

course, a second module class taught 

by William Vodrey, OC ’87. A visit-

ing professor of politics, Vodrey has 

extensive legal experience under his 

belt, including time spent as magis-

trate of the Cleveland city court sys-

tem. Jacklyn Ford, OC ’83, a health-

care, labor and employment lawyer, 

will be assisting with the course. 

While taking Legal Advocacy, 

students will learn the basic tech-

niques needed by an attorney. The 

course will culminate with a school-

run mock trial competition. The 

course will be open, by professor 

consent, to some students outside of 

the Law Scholar program. 

Summer internships with 

Oberlin alumni are another major 

aspect of the program. Students will 

be given a stipend of $3,500 and will 

have access to internships around 

the country, provided by Oberlin 

grads involved in law. Law Scholars 

students will also have access to a 

distinguished speakers series, part of 

which will be available to the public 

as well, career advising and assis-

tance in applying to law school. 

According to Director of the 

Law Scholars program and James 

Monroe Professor of Politics and 

Law Ronald Kahn, who held an 

informational meeting for the pro-

gram on Monday, Oct. 8, the great-

est advantage of the program is the 

available network of Oberlin law-

yers. Not only will current students 

be linked with alumni in shared 

fields of interest, but Law Scholars 

will be part of a growing network. 

“Oberlin students don’t just 

become hired guns. They do things 

for society,” Kahn said. 

Even in its newborn state, the 

Law Scholars Program is attracting 

a wide range of students. College 

junior Alia Mulder-Rosi, an envi-

ronmental studies and psychology 

double major, hopes to be admitted 

to the program in order to pursue a 

career in environmental policy. 

College sophomore George 

Oma said that the Law Scholars pro-

gram would “put [him] on the right 

track to pursue law, especially in the 

specific area that [he is] interested 

in: civil rights.” 

Vanessa Coleman, another 

College sophomore, said she was 

interested in social justice law and 

helping people in low-income com-

munities of color. “The program will 

benefit [me] because the numbers of 

minorities going to law school are 

very low, [so] the program will give 

me a proper intro to law…so that I 

can be a successful applicant,” said 

Coleman. 

Kahn ended the meeting with 

the message that anyone can go to 

law school — whether you are a 

piano player in the Conservatory, a 

neuroscience major in the College or 

your standard politics major, the law 

takes all kinds. 

“One of the great things about 

law is you can use the knowledge in 

so many ways,” said Kahn. “And the 

knowledge gained from any study 

can help in the practice of law.”

‘Oberlin students don’t 

just become hired guns. 

They do things for 

society.’

Ronald Kahn
Professor of Politics and Law

Continued from page 1



tion that the Council vote in sup-

port of the AMPGS contract was 

4-3, but you didn’t specify the “ayes” 

and “nays.”  For the record, Mr. 

Mealy, Mr. Rimbert, Ms. Sandberg 

and Mr. Tyree voted in favor of it; 

Mr. Ashenhurst, Mr. Gardner and 

Mr. Peterson voted against it. Among 

the non-incumbent candidates, Mr. 

Sonner presented the petition of more 

than 200 residents opposed to the 

project, and Mr. Baumann’s cam-

paign brochure detailed his objections 

to the measure several weeks before 

it was brought to this (for now) final 

vote.

–David Ashenhurst

City Councilmember

–David Sonner

Committees Give Students 
a Voice in the Administration

More Letters to the Editors

To the Editors:

Oberlin students do a lot of 

complaining about a lot of dif-

ferent things. One popular topic 

is the administration of Oberlin 

itself, which is often seen as out 

of students’ hands. This is patently 

wrong. We would like to challenge 

Oberlin students to join the com-

mittees that make major decisions 

about Oberlin’s policies. 

There are many committees 

with legislated student seats cur-

rently operating without any stu-

dent input, which should be a 

large concern to the whole campus. 

Faculty are required be on vari-

ous committees, but students must 

elect to make time to help Oberlin 

function best for its students.

Here is a partial list of com-

mittees that have openings, to the 

best of our knowledge:

Athletics Committee

LGBT Concerns

Educational Technology

OBIE

Religious Life

SCOPE (Standing Committee  

 on Pluralism and Equality)

Winter Term

Study Away

Double Degree

Educational Plans and Policy

 Committee for Arts and  

  Sciences

Education Policy Committee  

  for the Conservatory

One of Student Senate’s most 

important roles is the appointment 

of student members on faculty com-

mittees. There are over 30 seats on 

committees that need to be filled 

as soon as possible. To nominate 

yourself or someone else, please 

contact us at oc.committees@

gmail.com.

–Lillie Chilen 

–Nancy Nguyen

Committee Coordinators 

Oberlin College Student Senate

Know Where City 
Councilmembers 
Stand on Coal

Cell Phones and 
Bikes Don’t Mix

To the Editors:

   

We appreciate The Oberlin 

Review’s continuing coverage of 

the deliberations by and decisions 

of Oberlin City Council concerning 

the proposed 1,000-megawatt pulver-

ized-coal-fired AMP-Ohio Generating 

Station in Meigs County.

As your story last week noted, 

this is far from the last word on 

Oberlin’s future energy needs and 

how to meet them; in fact, it is not 

even necessarily the last word on this 

particular proposal for meeting nine 

megawatts of our projected baseload 

power requirements over the next 

forty years. We eagerly await the fur-

ther analysis and recommendations of 

the studies to be undertaken collab-

oratively by the City and the College 

over the next several months, and we 

are confident that important alterna-

tives in the short term, combined with 

lower-risk, comparably-priced and 

less environmentally hostile options 

for the long term, will be identified 

and brought to the forefront.

It is important to know where 

candidates for Oberlin City Council 

stand on our community’s expressed 

commitments to securing baseload 

power resources that are both as reli-

able and cost-efficient as we want 

on the one hand and as sustainable 

and reflective of true total costs as 

possible on the other.  You men-

To the Editors:

Multitasking is a way of life for 

many people, and in most cases it’s 

harmless, resulting in nothing more 

than doing several things at once, 

poorly. However, when a person 

multitasks while driving, or operat-

ing heavy machinery or in a hazard-

ous environment, multitasking tends 

to increase the chances of injury or 

death. Case in point: bicycling while 

using a cellphone. Cycling really 

demands full attention, especially 

when rolling past pedestrians or shar-

ing the road with motor vehicles.

Today, while walking across 

campus, I witnessed a near-death-

experience when a pickup truck 

traveling at 35 m.p.h. at the Lorain/

Professor intersection nearly smashed 

into a student who was rolling across 

Lorain Street, against the green light, 

while talking on her cellphone. The 

driver of the truck braked hard and 

laid on the horn, while the cyclist 

kept rolling, cell still held to head. 

This scenario is very common on 

campus. It’s sheer dumb luck that 

scenarios such as this don’t turn 

tragic.

Paying full, undivided attention 

to our surroundings enhances our 

chances for survival. Death by multi-

tasking is an ignominious way to die. 

Winning the Darwin Award is not 

something our survivors would have 

hoped for us.

–Bill Ruth

To the Editors:

We, the Chinese Students 

Association and Vietnamese 

Students Association, would like to 

address the photo used in last week’s 

issue from October 5, 2007.  The 

photo was incorrectly captioned as 

“Shansi Music and Dance in Asia 

Symposium,” in the section “This 

Week in Oberlin.” The photo was 

taken at our Mid-Autumn Moon 

Festival on September 28, and is in 

Moon Festival 
Caption Correction

See Shansi, page 7
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It is normal for us to view the past nostalgically as we watch each 

upcoming class get less radical and more homogenous, while thinking 

back fondly upon a time when we were first-years and those seniors were 

going to change the world, or at least wedge their wrenches into the 

appropriate capitalist gears. At that time, it seemed that there was revo-

lution afoot and that we were going to bring about change — whatever 

the cost. Looking around now with our jaded viewpoints, it seems that 

everyone is more content, or maybe just more diluted. The narrowness of 

everyone’s pants seems to be very important and the intensity of dejec-

tion in our glances is a bone of contention. So maybe, just maybe, our 

nostalgia hasn’t clouded our minds with a fantastical better time, but we 

are, in fact, remembering a reality.

Looking back in the archives reveals pages of the Review riddled 

with pictures of students picketing and rallying for their causes. In the 

spring of 1986, students slept in a shantytown they constructed around 

the president’s office in the Cox Administration Building in order to pro-

test apartheid and encourage the College’s divestment from corporations 

associated with South Africa. In 1990, a number of students gathered on 

President Starr’s lawn to protest, among other issues, what they saw as 

an insensitive vision for the future of Oberlin. Six students were arrested 

for the protest, driving students and faculty to additional protests. The 

list goes on and on. It was seemingly an angrier time.

Professors and faculty tell us that in the ’80s and ’90s, protests 

abounded here on campus and the name of the College resonated as a 

bastion of social activism. There are still protests, but they seem fewer 

and further between. Media bombards us daily, the atrocities of the 

world reaching out to us on computer screens and newspapers, yet we 

are dulled to these stimuli. Oberlin is still known as a radical place, but 

few turned out to the September 15th anti-war rally, or to the gather-

ing in Tappan Square for peace in Burma last Saturday. Perhaps we 

have become keen to the futility of protests. Is this cynicism a product 

of our post-modernity? Are we post-protest? If so, what are we doing 

instead? Going out and doing things? Or are we doing the easiest thing 

— accepting?

For some of us, activism is a central part of our lives here at Oberlin 

and is likely to be so for the rest of our lives. For the majority, though, 

with our fast-paced lives awash in all those important distractions, we 

forget about the world that doesn’t immediately surround us. Listening 

to the speakers at the Jena Six walkout was reminiscent of a time when 

there was more activism on this campus. The protestors spoke out against 

racial inequality under the law — a necessary reminder that we have all 

too many worthy causes to fight for. Just because we are living comfort-

ably doesn’t mean that others are. We must see beyond ourselves.

The world is screwed up. There are many reasons to be angry. 

This means that there are many reasons to get up and fight the innumer-

able injustices that are ever-present but to which we are often all too 

unreceptive. One could reasonably argue that the world is even more 

unjust and violent than in the ’80s and ’90s and it is only getting worse. 

Unfortunately, as a school, it seems we have passed the crest when 

it comes to activism. If anything, we should be more politically and 

socially active than ever, yet we have been lulled into an existence of 

comfort. We live in a consumerist culture in which we wear our dissent 

on our backs and our revolution involves a credit card. Just recently 

there was a story in the New York Times about the application of Che 

Guevara’s face on dubious products, most notably a bikini. But revolu-

tion through fashion was never too meaningful anyway. Real change 

comes from actions.

From our cushy position as college students, we are in an apt place 

to bring about the change the world desperately needs. The privilege of 

a good liberal arts education not only empowers us as movers and shak-

ers, but it also obliges us to act. Call it social responsibility, call it the 

right thing to do, or don’t call it anything at all. Just get out there and 

do something.
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fact, not related to Shansi or their 

symposium in any way. Though 

it is unclear whether the fault lies 

with the photographer or the editors, 

we would like to make clear that 

this oversight not only belittled our 

efforts in celebrating this holiday, 

but also showed indifference towards 

cultural diversity.

Although the photo con-

tains images of lanterns, it is very 

important that such images not be 

thoughtlessly associated with all 

things Asian. This generalization is 

dangerous and further alienates and 

marginalizes minorities. It is disap-

pointing that a paper of such integrity 

would overlook this. In the future, we 

would like to request that all photos 

(especially those that are of cultural 

significance) are used in the proper 

context.

–Matthew Chen 

CSA, Co-Chair

–Morgan Hughes 

CSA, Co-Chair

–Shiyuan Chen

 CSA, Officer

–Juliette Lu

CSA, Officer

–Priscilla Tsai 

CSA, Officer

–Michelle Wong

 CSA, Officer

–Jessica Saw

 CSA

–Shibo Xu

 CSA

–Nancy Nguyen

VSA, Co-Chair

–Minh-Tam Nguyen 

VSA, Co-Chair

–Ai Ly Ho 

VSA, Officer

–Yen-Nhi Ngo 

VSA, Officer

–Thao Phan

 VSA, Officer

–Tuyet Ngo

 VSA

Students Respond 

to Arrests Coverage

To the Editors:

As fourth-year students at 

Oberlin College and active members 

of the campus community, we have 

looked to the Review for responsible 

reporting of campus and community 

issues. The Review has broad and 

deep influence on this campus and 

legitimacy that stems from being 

the most frequently published and 

reliable student publication on cam-

pus. Furthermore, each issue of the 

Review is archived and posted pub-

licly on the World Wide Web. This 

reach comes with great responsibil-

ity, which we place in the hands of 

its writers and editors.

As students and avid readers of 

the Review, we are concerned about 

the content in last week’s article titled 

‘Student Arrests Rouse Campus.’ 

This front-page article published the 

full names, years, charges and other 

personal details of students involved 

in a highly public and politically 

charged incident. While the students 

involved were asked to comment, 

they were at the time legally obliged 

not to speak about the incident and 

were not asked for permission or 

feedback by the authors before the 

article was printed. 

One of our major concerns is 

what we perceive as a lack of journal-

istic justification for printing specific 

names and their alleged, unproven 

charges from the night of the 29th. 

We are fully aware that the informa-

tion published in this article is public 

record; these names and charges are 

open to anyone who seeks them.

However, in our opinion, the 

dissemination of this specific infor-

mation neither enhanced the cred-

ibility of the article nor served to 

shed light on the incident and its 

aftermath. Instead, it has put three 

students’ personal lives on display 

to their fellow students, professors, 

friends, employers and the commu-

nity at large. The release of such 

personal and damaging information 

moves us to seriously question the 

trust and the discretionary license that 

we otherwise give to the Review.  

Oberlin College is a small school 

in a small community and the Review is 

our student newspaper.  News reporting 

and information disseminating should 

involve a process of professional discre-

tion and peer respect, especially when 

it comes to making the highly personal 

into the highly public. More specifical-

ly, we are concerned that, in this particu-

lar article, the Review failed to weigh 

its responsibilities of informing readers 

with important, fact-based information 

against dealing effectively with personal 

and highly damaging information.  

We suggest that the Review do two 

things in order to mend the trust and 

renew the professional standards that 

we feel have been damaged. The first 

is that the article, or simply the names 

of the students charged in the incident, 

be left out of the online version of last 

week’s Review. We feel this would curb 

the damaging effects of its publication 

and would demonstrate a respect for the 

volatility of this incident, an understand-

ing that the charges are yet unproven 

and a concern for the privacy of all 

individuals involved.  The second is that 

writers and editors exercise a greater 

sensitivity, awareness and discretion in 

cases like this in the future.  

We thank the Review for an oppor-

tunity to voice our opinions and wel-

come feedback. 

–Maria Landi 

–Juliet Lu

College Seniors

Shansi Caption 
Shows Insensitivity

Perspectives

“I’m planning on voting. I 
think it’s important and I’ve 
been registered here since 
my freshman year.” 

–Xander Woolverton
College senior

Will you vote in the local elections in November?

“I want to, but I’m lame and 
forgot to register.”

–Carey Dunne
 College !rst-year

“Yes, it’s important. I used 
to vote every year in Massa-
chusetts but I think my vote 
counts more here.”

“I’m currently ignorant on 
the issues, but I plan to vote 
and do my research before-
hand.”

–Julia Shield
 College sophomore

–Jared Parmenter
 College  !fth-year

“No, I don’t think I should 
have a say here. I don’t feel 
like I’m a part of the com-
munity.”

–Morgan Roussel
 College  junior

photos by Sarah Lipman

My 10 a.m. class is very boring, and if I don’t get coffee before 

it starts, I find myself dozing off. BUT, I have a class that gets out at 

9:50, and so getting coffee makes me late. Is it more acceptable to dis-

rupt class by walking in late, or to do so by nodding off and yawning 

without my coffee?

–Addicted and Conflicted

When I read your question I thought of a Calvin and Hobbes 

comic strip. Calvin is sitting in his desk with the largest wad of chew-

ing gum in his mouth that can possibly fit. There is a trickle of drool at 

the side of his mouth because he cannot keep it fully closed, and you 

can imagine the smacking sound he’s making. The teacher asks Calvin 

if he has enough to share with everyone in the class. Calvin hauls the 

gum out of his mouth, looks at it, and says “Probably, but do you really 

think they will want any?”

Where I am going with this is that you should bring everyone in 

the room — professor and peers — coffee too. Unless you are in West 

Lecture Hall, sneaking in late will not go unnoticed, and it will be dis-

tracting to both your peers and your professor. It may even encourage 

your peers to desperately sprint for their own cups – assuming you are 

not providing, as suggested above – and start a nasty epidemic of late-

ness that will ultimately hurt your learning experience. 

While this may sound preachy, just tally up how much you are 

paying financially for those classes; you want them to count. Also, 

when we register for a class, we enter an agreement that we will be 

there. Sometimes this agreement is on the syllabus, but it is always in 

the respect we owe everyone else in the class.

You may yawn, but you are not alone. Who doesn’t yawn at some 

point in a 10 a.m. class? Unless your yawns are so phenomenal that 

they suck all the air out of the room, literally or metaphorically, no one 

will really notice. 

If supplying everyone with a jolt of java is not an option (and I 

can think of several things that would make it difficult), you owe it to 

your professor and classmates to be on time. You also owe it to yourself 

to make the class worth its time. To keep from falling asleep, consider 

investing in a thermos. There is something fun about drinking your 

brew out of the little screw-on-lid-turned-cup.

Other ways to stay awake, as suggested by Wikihow.com, are: 

eat an apple (healthier and cheaper than coffee), actively take notes, 

change positions regularly and sit where you cannot glance at the clock 

every 40 seconds. 

If all else fails, I like cream, sugar and a touch of cinnamon in 

my coffee. 

Please e-mail your ethical dilemmas to Theethicalobie@gmail.com

–Jay Nolan

The Ethical Obie

On page nine of the October 5th issue of the Review, the destination for Letters to the Editors 
was incorrectly specified as “commentary@oberlin.edu.”  As printed in the Letters to the Editors 
policy, all submissions for the Commentary section should be directed to commentary@oberlin-
review.org. Additionally, the deadline for Commentary submissions was printed incorrectly as 6 
p.m.  A submission must be received by 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday in order to be included in the 
following Friday’s Review. We apologize for any inconvenience.

Continued from page 6

Editors’ Note:

It is the Review’s policy to convey all available 
public information relevant to articles unless there are 
overwhelmingly compelling reasons not to do so. As 
an independent newspaper we strive for journalistic 
integrity, which requires reporting accurately and com-
pletely.

The Ethic a l 
Obie

More Letters to the Editors
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Think one person can change the 

world?  So do we. Otherwise, the frenzy 

surrounding Barack Obama and Hillary 

Clinton would be puzzling at best, irrele-

vant at worst. But we as a nation are abso-

lutely convinced of the healing powers of 

our 44th president and so Election Day 

just can’t come soon enough. President 

Clinton/Obama/Edwards will, it seems, 

create a national health care program, 

begin withdrawing troops from Iraq and 

eliminate our staggering budget deficit 

sometime before sunset on inauguration 

day. True, it’s an ambitious agenda, but we 

have learned that, with audacious hope, 

we can achieve anything.  

Despite the slightly cynical tone, I 

really am optimistic about the future and 

believe that our next (Democratic) presi-

dent will do great things. There are times, 

however, when I am also struck by the par-

alyzing thought that the next leader of this 

country might not be a Democrat. I don’t 

think this is just my fear, but one shared by 

countless Americans, and it leads us to a 

solution that may not be much better than 

the problem we’re trying to fix.  

The most recent Iowa poll places 

Hillary Clinton slightly ahead of John 

Edwards and Barack Obama, and national 

polls show Clinton to be well ahead of her 

rivals. Clinton is an extremely polarizing 

figure on the right as well as the left, and 

yet her victory seems almost assured. 

There is still time before the first primary, 

but at this point, I cannot find a logical 

explanation for her popularity, except per-

haps that the disastrous 2004 election has 

left progressives with a collective case 

of post-traumatic stress disorder. We still 

have the flashbacks and the anxiety, and 

the best way to cope is by assuring our-

selves that it will not happen again.  And 

so, we stare straight ahead at Clinton’s 

salmon-colored suit and allow nothing to 

distract us from the end goal: winning.  

This has long been the strategy of 

the Republican Party. While we agonized 

over Howard Dean and John Kerry in ’04, 

the Right demonstrated pure resolve and 

unshakable loyalty toward George Bush. 

John Kerry obviously had flaws, such 

as a lack of conviction about just about 

anything, but this was an endearing quirk 

in comparison to Bush’s reckless invasion 

of Iraq. The problem was we still weren’t 

inspired. 

This time around, inspiration is for 

the weak.  Barack Obama has not devi-

ated from his hope mongering, and his 

campaign has come to a standstill, while 

Clinton’s “vote for the machine” mes-

sage continues to, if not exactly resonate, 

convince voters that she can win the 

White House.  

I am tempted to throw my support 

behind Clinton for exactly these reasons, 

until I catch sight of Joe Biden, Bill 

Richardson and Chris Dodd at various 

debates and interviews. All three are inter-

esting figures in their own right, with 

many years of experience and some rather 

provocative ideas. Governor Richardson 

turned New Mexico into the clean energy 

state through actions such as eliminat-

ing the tax on hybrid cars, and made 

New Mexico the second state (following 

California) to privately fund stem-cell 

research. He also has some of the wittiest 

candidate ads on television today. Senator 

Dodd calls for a renewed interest in public 

service and a greater emphasis on pro-

grams such as the Peace Corps and Teach 

for America. For a country struggling 

to understand its identity in a changing 

global climate, renewing our commit-

ment to these programs is a step in the 

right direction to unifying an increasingly 

diverse population.  

Dodd, Richardson and Biden are 

compelling candidates, but Clinton and 

Obama are great as well, and if either 

one becomes our nominee (and hopefully 

president), I will be thrilled. But at the 

same time, I worry that we are closing 

off our options too soon in the name of 

victory. Oberlin students are known for 

supporting the unknowns, the underdogs 

and the overlooked; in previous “mock 

conventions” in which Oberlin students 

cast fake votes for candidates, the win-

ners included eventual “losers” Salmon 

P. Chase and Howard Dean, and did not 

include the actual nominees, such names 

as Senators George Edmunds, Owen D. 

Young and John Kerry.  

Granted, voting in a mock convention 

does not carry the same weight as voting 

in an actual primary, but the outcomes of 

those “elections” demonstrate that this 

campus is willing to at least consider the 

less-publicized candidates along with the 

front runners, a trait that is apparently not 

shared by much of the mainstream media. 

We have a “fearless” reputation to live up 

to, and that includes investigating to dis-

cover, with an open mind and an ability to 

look beyond the hype. 

Trust me, I want to win in ’08, and 

I want that candidate to enter the presi-

dential race with a strong mandate issued 

by voters across the country. I also want 

that candidate to be nominated for rea-

sons beyond his/her “rockstar” status or 

because of “inevitability;” I want that per-

son to be the best suited for the job. And 

if that suit happens to be salmon-colored, 

well, that’s fine too.  

Give All ’08 Candidates Their Due
by Namrata Koalachalam
TRUE Blue

Art by Emelio DiSabato

Weekly Caption Contest 
#3! 

 

Fill in the bubbles! Send in 
your ideas  for the text for this 
drawing to commentary@ober-
linreview.org by  Wednesday at 
4:30.  

The Review will publish the 
winning caption with the car-
toon next week.

Interested in seeing your news 
analysis get published? Have a tip 

about what’s going on?
news@oberlinreview.org

Interested in making your opinion 
known? How about showcasing 

your brilliant comic work? 
commentary@oberlinreview.org

Want to review music and other 
events on campus? How about 

making sure your show gets
covered?

arts@oberlinreview.org

Want to write about your friend’s 
conference match? How about 
that crazy club sport match you 

went to?
sports@oberlinreview.org
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Arts
Alum Treats Obies to Film
Sophia Yan
Arts Editor

Everyone has a shrink these 

days. Right? Therapists, psycholo-

gists, psychiatrists, psychoanalysts 

— these people are supposed to 

help you. But that isn’t exactly so 

in The Treatment (2006) by direc-

tor Oren Rudavsky, OC ’79, which 

will be screened tomorrow at 1:30 

p.m. in West Lecture Hall, followed 

by a conversation with Rudavsky 

himself.

Meet humdrum bachelor Jake 

Singer (Chris Eigeman), who, in his 

words, does “English and basket-

ball” at an elite Manhattan private 

school, and his Freudian shrink, 

Argentinean Dr. Ernesto Morales 

(Ian Holm), who often aggravates 

rather than helps the situation with 

his enigmatic, amusing and fantasti-

cal comments, especially in the wily 

matters of love. 

Singer has a doctor father 

(Harris Yulin) who he never speaks 

to, a dead mother and an ex-girl-

friend, Julia (Stephanie March), 

who has recently gotten engaged 

— all of which are factors that 

push him into a gray state of mind. 

He then meets the youthfully spir-

ited, engaging and wealthy widow 

Allegra Marshall (Famke Janssen), 

whose frankness and directness in 

approach (“Will you just please kiss 

me, please?” she asks Singer) is a 

characteristic all bachelors secretly 

hope for — apparently, it’s a little 

less work for the man. Marshall and 

Singer form an unusual relationship, 

full of whimsy and sultry under-

pinnings, both blanketed by their 

mutual neuroses. 

Eigeman, who has traversed 

through television (Malcolm in the 

Middle, Gilmore Girls) and mov-

ies (Maid in Manhattan), gives a 

convincing performance of the pres-

ent-day New York bachelor. His 

character is full of intricacies that 

manifest oh-so-subtly in his game 

face — which reveals all, despite 

his efforts. Even his short, pithy 

phrases, minus the silly awkward-

ness, reveal his teeter-tottering per-

sonality, which audiences will at 

once find endearing. 

On the same token, Janssen’s 

Marshall, part WASP and part 

socialite bee, flutters from fundrais-

ers to lunches. Although Janssen 

is more accustomed to action films 

(X-Men, GoldenEye), she settles in 

comfortably to express the many 

nuances of her character, which 

come from the loss of her husband 

to her love for her two children, 

all while still hosting events in her 

beautiful apartment and seeing quite 

a bit of Singer. 

Holm’s character, the psy-

choanalyst, pretty much gives the 

most “oomph” to the film with his 

gruff, grave voice, skepticism and 

unpredictability. Morales quickly 

manifests a prominent presence 

in Singer’s conscious reality and 

conscious in-his-own-head reality. 

Despite all efforts to push Morales 

out of his mind, Singer finds him-

self with Marshall in bed only to 

undergo quirky moments with his 

therapist in tow (the infinite human 

imagination is a tricky thing).

“I asked [Holm] to be in it very 

early on,” said Rudavsky.

Using Technology to Protest: Yes Men 
Give Current Obie Generation a Voice

Laurel Fuson
Arts Editor

The Oberlin family of faculty, staff and 

students has become one person smaller. 

Emeritus Professor of Organ Garth Peacock, 

OC ’51, died last Sunday at Oberlin’s 

Welcome Nursing Home.

“Garth Peacock was a warm and gre-

garious individual who cared deeply about the 

well-being of his students,” reflected Chair 

of the Organ Department and Professor of 

Organ and Harpsichord David Boe. “They, in 

turn, maintained a loyalty to him and a friend-

ship that extended well beyond their Oberlin 

experience. He was an effective teacher 

as evidenced by his many former students 

who have enjoyed successful and prominent 

careers in the organ profession. He was also a 

beloved and supportive colleague who could 

entertain us all with stories and jokes that he 

told in a skilled and inimitable way. I shall 

miss him deeply.”

A gifted musician, Peacock taught 

at Southwestern College in Winfield, KS 

and Knox College in Galesburg, IL before 

returning to teach at Oberlin. He would 

remain an inspiration for 32 years, from 

1959 to 1991.

Actively involved in the community, 

Peacock was an organist and choir direc-

tor at area churches and was a member of 

Christ Church. He volunteered at Eastwood 

Elementary School and Allen Medical 

Center. He was also a Korean War veteran.

Preceded in death by his parents, 

Laurence (Jack) and Gladys; his wife Jean, 

OC ’52, and his grandson Alex, Peacock is 

survived by his sister Jackie Jakubowski of 

Tulsa, OK and his five children — Linda 

Pierce of Troy, MI; Elaine Armstrong of Oil 

City, PA; Laura Cotton of Elyria, OH; Mark 

Peacock of Hilliard, OH and Ross Peacock, 

Director of Institutional Research here at 

Oberlin. He is also survived by 13 grandchil-

dren and one great-grandchild.

Peacock’s memorial service will 

be held at 11 a.m. on November 17 at 

Christ Church. 

Dana Harrison

It is tempting to believe that we are living 

in an age of apathy, where the concept of taking 

it to the streets seems obsolete. But, perhaps that 

is no longer where the activists, revolutionaries 

and conceptual artists are marching. We are 

living in an ever-expanding Internet culture in 

which identity, reality and even authenticity are 

suppressed in the name of shining light on the 

often blatant absence of government and corpo-

rate responsibility. 

In conjunction with the studio art course, 

Problems in New Media: Creative Resistance, 

taught by Visiting Assistant Professor of Art 

Julia Christensen, the Yes Men spoke to a full 

audience on Wednesday evening. A movement 

of global insubordination utilizing the new-

fangled power of the Internet, the Yes Men are 

a fine example of how our generation has cre-

atively found ways to lay the whoopee cushion 

down under the ass of The Man. 

Christensen, who was a Yes Man herself, 

most notably on tour posing as the “Yes, Bush 

Can!” campaign group during the 2004 election, 

explained how “electronic civil disobedience” 

is really the new frontier of arts activism.

Her course aims to explore the use of the 

Internet and technology as an artistic tool, par-

ticularly with a slant on how they are used in the 

realm of protest. A clear advantage of media art 

is that it is digital. It is reproducible, distribut-

able and accessible in mass quantities, at high 

speed and at low cost. 

Dubbed as a professor of “emerging 

media,” Christensen sees that we are in the 

midst of “restructuring art and aesthetics to 

include the electronic and shifting our percep-

tion of the fine arts to incorporate technology.” 

As this type of art evolves into a less tan-

gible realm of visualization, the importance of it 

becomes “less and less about the fetishization of 

the object and more and more about the idea. A 

lot of it is about riffing on what’s already there 

and using the media networks that are in place 

as a creative force,” Christensen said.

The key is the aftermath — the reaction 

that it produces. As Yes Men Andy Bichlbaum 

and Mike Bonanno put it during their talk, 

“When people react to us, it generally ends up 

in our favor.”

For the Yes Men, it starts with a website, 

a multidimensional universe that is no less 

imaginative metaphorically, if not literally, than 

the classic paint on canvas. In many ways, they 

are able to create a vision of utopia of which so 

many appreciate simply being able to get a brief, 

albeit false glimpse. 

Upon being invited to BBC World to speak 

on behalf of Dow Chemicals — the company 

they were mistakenly understood to represent 

on their website — the duo saw it as a “historic 

occasion to do something right.”

That Dow Chemicals would accept full 

responsibility for the Bhopal catastrophe twenty 

years earlier is a fictive, yet magical alterna-

tive reality. The Yes Men are also developing 

fabrications that are, ironically, perhaps, not so 

far from reality as we all would like them to 

be. In an era where we find the national petro-

leum council advising the president on energy 

matters, we can imagine that a decrease in oil 

production would mean that “starving would 

become the new black.” 

But, as Yes Man “Sheppard Wolf, NPC 

representative” sees it, current policies wouldn’t 

even need to change if “ordinary people” die to 

make a profit, and give their lives, quite liter-

ally, to a revolutionary new future in fossil fuel 

production.

So what issues are actually high on the 

governmental policy’s list of current pressing 

matters? What did Noah know that the big 

names just don’t seem to get? Performing as 

the same sort of asinine — and still poignant 

— visionaries that would use dead bodies to 

keep making oil, the Yes Men also spoke as 

Halliburton representatives at a “Catastrophic 

Loss” conference. 

They unveiled a prototype of their latest 

invention, the Survivaball, a one-size-fits-all 

inflatable bubble suit that will keep corporate 

executives safe in the event of climate catas-

trophe. He emphasized that “industry must 

be ready to seize that good” of “tomorrow’s 

Action Figures: Media group the Yes Men visited campus Wednesday in conjunction with Cre-
ative Resistance, a class taught by former Yes Man and Visiting Assistant Professor of Art Julia 
Christensen. Gary Cohen

Garth Peacock 
Passes Away

Easy Going: In the movie, the main character played by Chris Eigman en-
joys a relationship with a blunt but wealthy widow.
               Photo courtesy of www.treatmentmovie.com

See Yes, page 15

  See Rudavsky’s page 16
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this week in OBERLIN
On Tuesday, convicted book thief James Shinn, 46, received 

a 20-year sentence on charges of interstate transportation and 

receiving stolen books. Shinn was sentenced in a Philadelphia 

federal court and was given two maximum sentences, which will 

be served back-to-back. 

Shinn was arrested here in April of 1981 in connection with 

an attempted book theft from Mudd. He failed to show up for a 

June Grand Jury hearing in Elyria. He was arrested in Pennsyl-

vania last December in connection with book thefts in that state. 

Shinn has been linked to more than 30 book thefts from college 

and university libraries across the nation.

According to Director of Libraries William A. Moffett, Fed-

eral Judge Daniel H. Huyett called Shinn’s crime “a particularly 

egregious and reprehensible act,” and said that this and Shinn’s 

accumulated criminal record justified Shinn’s harsh sentence.

Moffett said the sentence is “significant because it’s the stiff-

est penalty ever meted out for stolen books. Librarians certainly 

hope it will mark a new era in that authorities will take book theft 

seriously instead of regarding it as some kind of adult prank.”

Shinn’s conviction in Philadelphia last July hinged on tes-

timony given by key Oberlin witnesses Moffett, Oberlin Police 

Sergeant William Gilbert and Oberlin College Director of Secu-

rity Richard McDaniels at a pre-trial hearing. The hearing was 

held to determine whether evidence found in Shinn’s Oberlin Inn 

room and rental car after his arrest here was admissible.

Oberlin ghosts may still try to work in the traditional ways, 

but most people seem more scared of their earthly counterparts’ 

reactions than the presence of the ghouls. 

Jean Davidson, technical coordinator and theater and dance 

lecturer, preferred not to talk about the ghost rumored to inhabit 

Warner Gymnasium because she said it was hard enough to get 

people to work in Warner late at night.

“I’ve been here by myself a lot and not seen anything,” Da-

vidson said. But she admits that there are stories.

A student who worked in Warner was killed in the early 

1990s, and the tales of haunts often point to that student. David-

son also feared upsetting theater and dance staff members who 

knew the student.

Wayne Miller, a junior who lives off campus, has seen a 

ghost twice in his house. “I got up one morning at 5 a.m. and saw 

the silhouette of a little boy sitting on a stool in the bathroom,” 

Miller said. “I took off.” Miller saw the ghost again standing in 

a doorway.

Miller said the people who have lived in the house in past 

years have also seen a ghost. “Everyone sees a little boy,” Mill-

er said. He said that when a guest slept over in the house, she 

dreamt of a little boy as well.

But perhaps the most legendary haunted house in Oberlin 

proves to be a disappointment. The house at 172 Elm Street had 

been rumored to have a ghost for years and even made History 

Professor Geoffrey Blodgett’s book on Oberlin architecture. The 

story claimed that the crying sounds residents heard in the night 

were the cries of a baby killed when a woman servant of the 

house committed suicide. 

But when contacted, a resident said, “We don’t do that story 

anymore. We found it was pretty much untrue.”

Another often-named home to local spirits is Johnson 

House, the student dorm built by a railroad executive who was 

later killed on the railway. His wife, according to rumor, went 

crazy after his death.

Residents this year have reported doors closing on their 

own, strange glowing lights and chronically and inexplicably 

malfunctioning lights.

But some are not convinced. “I think it’s all a hoax,” Van-

nessa Filley, junior and resident of Johnson House, said.

this week in 
THE STARS
Aries
The stars are listless. Expect 

nothing exceptional.

Taurus
The positive influence of the 

Negative Trine will have an 

understandably varied effect 

on the situations you encoun-

ter. If you don’t know what 

the Negative Trine is, well, 

you’ve got a lot to learn about 

making stuff up.

Gemini
Your relationship ladder is 

missing rungs.

Cancer
You’ll find that the pres-

sures on you are lessening, 

as the negative influence of 

fiery Mars moves away. Your 

mounting family tensions 

are not really anyone’s fault. 

Well, except fiery Mars. That 

fiery, fiery Mars. 

Leo
A stitch in time saves nine. 

Sorry, ten.

Virgo
The timing of the new moon 

is having a positive effect on 

your ruling planet, which leads 

to a coming week of great 

potential. Start by clearing off 

your desk to give yourself a 

fresh start. You may attribute 

your newfound sense of free-

dom and possibility to your 

clean desk, but believe us, it’s 

the ruling planet.

Libra
It could be worse. What if 

CDS only paid you $6.50 an 

hour?

Scorpio
You may be content with your 

current relationship, but ask 

yourself: is this person your 

soulmate? To find out, ask if 

your partner considers you his 

or her soulmate. If vocal or 

facial expressions reveal any 

doubt or hesitation, terminate 

the relationship immediately. 

Sagittarius
Your problems are about to 

get bigger. Think — what 

have you done? 

Capricorn
You may find that your gener-

osity has been taken for grant-

ed. Contrary to your last con-

versation, you will never see 

your illegitimate son again.

Aquarius
You always face the world with 

a sunny disposition. Stop.

Pisces
The new moon of Libra should 

bring calm and tranquility to 

romantic matters. Your previ-

ous grievances will fade into 

the background, and the posi-

tives will come across. Think 

about all the fingers you still 

do have.

Friday Oct. 12 Saturday Oct. 13 Sunday Oct. 14 Monday Oct. 15 Tuesday Oct. 16 Wednesday Oct. 17 Thursday Oct. 18 Friday Oct. 19

Noon: Jazz Forum, Cat in the Cream.

2.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.: Guest Voice 
Master Class, Mikael Eliasen, Kulas 
Recital Hall.

4.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.: TGIF, Wilder 
Bowl.

8.00 p.m.: BackWords – 7 Short 
Student-Written Plays, Cat in the 
Cream.

8.00 p.m.: Anime Club Screening of 
BECK, Craig Lecture Hall.

8.00 p.m.: Guest Recital: Patrick 
Connolly, piano, Warner Concert Hall.

8.00 p.m.: Art, The Little Theatre.

8.00 p.m. & 10.30 p.m.: The Last King 
of Scotland, West Lecture Hall. 

Midnight: Organ Pump, Finney Chapel. 

9.00 a.m.: Conservatory Concerto 
Competition, Finney Chapel.

9.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.: Oberlin’s 3rd 
Annual Local Foods Festival, Tappan 
Square.

1.30 p.m.: The Treatment, West 
Lecture Hall. 

2.00 p.m.: Art, The Little Theater.

4.30 p.m.: Guest Recital: Davitt 
Moroney, harpsichord, Kulas Recital Hall. 

7.00 p.m.: Guest Lecture Recital: The Art 
of William Primrose, Kulas Recital Hall. 

8.00 p.m.: Guest Recital: Yuri Shadrin, 
piano, Warner Concert Hall.

8.00 p.m.: Art, The Little Theater

8.00 p.m.: BackWords – 7 Short 
Student-Written Plays, Cat in the 
Cream.

2.00 p.m.: Art, The Little Theater.

2.00 p.m.: Sunday Object Talk, Allen 
Memorial Art Museum. 

7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m.: All-Inclusive 
Poetry Workshop, Wilder 211.

7.00 p.m. – 8.00 p.m.: “Breaking into 
the Recording Industry,” Bibbins 237. 

7.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m.: Treasurer’s 
Night, Craig Lecture Hall. 

10.00: Piscapo’s Arm, Cat in the Cream.

Noon – 2.00 p.m.: Open bowling 
hours, College Lanes. 

Noon – 9.00 p.m.: Open billiards 
hours, Hales Annex.

4.30 p.m.: Academic Leave of Absence 
deadline for Spring 2008, Study Away 
Office.

4.30 p.m.: “Mentoring Relationships 
and Programs for Youth,” Severance 
108.

4.35 p.m.: “Roles for TES protein in 
cellular adhesion and gametogenesis,” 
Science Center A155.

4.35 p.m.: “Classical and Quantum 
Monte Carlo” or “God Does Not Play 
Dice With The Universe, But Physicists 
Do,” Wright Lecture Hall.

10.00 p.m.: The Semi-Automatic 
Players, Cat in the Cream.

12.15 p.m.: Brown Bag Workshop 
Series – “Successful Internship Search,” 
Stevenson, Career Services 106.

4.30 p.m.: “Women on Stage: Sex 
Appeal, Porno Lyrics and the Male Gaze 
in Islamic West Sumarta,” Bibbins 224.

4.30 p.m.: “Documenting the 
Invisible” – Melanie Friend, Allen Art 
Building, Classroom 1. 

7.00 p.m. – 11.00 p.m.: Study 
for midterms in the Cat’s relaxed 
atmosphere, Cat in the Cream.

8.00 p.m.: Guest Recital: Tigran 
Alikhanov, piano, Warner Concert Hall.

12.15 p.m.: Brown Bag Workshop 
Series – “Successful Internship Search,” 
Stevenson, Career Services 106.

5.00 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.: Treasurer’s 
Night, Craig Lecture Hall.

6.30 p.m.: Guest Recital: Edward 
Parsons, bassoon, Kulas Recital Hall.

7.00 p.m.: Law School Workshop, Craig 
Lecture Hall.

7.00 p.m. – 11.00 p.m.: Study 
for midterms in the Cat’s relaxed 
atmosphere, Cat in the Cream.

7.30 p.m. – 10.00 p.m.: Guest Piano 
Master Class: Tigran Alikhanov, Warner 
Concert Hall.

5.00 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.: AMAM Lecture 
at the Weltzheimer-Johnson House, 
Weltzheimer-Johnson House.

7.00 p.m. – 11.00 p.m.: Study 
for midterms in the Cat’s relaxed 
atmosphere, Cat in the Cream.

8.00 p.m.: Faculty & Friends Recital, 
Kulas Recital Hall.

Have a good fall break!

The Weather this week
FRIDAY

!

SATURDAY

"!

SUNDAY

"

MONDAY

#$

TUESDAY

%
Mostly cloudy. Mostly sunny, with more clouds 

later in the day.
Mostly sunny. Cloudy in the morning, changing to 

sun in the afternoon.
Thunderstorms.

High 54 Low 39 High 61 43 62 High 65 Low 49 High 75 Low 55 High 66 Low 49

Special Events

Oberlin’s 3rd Annual Local Foods Festival!

Saturday, Oct. 13, 9 a.m. – Tappan Square 

 Chris Hamby

You thought the 19 meals per week meal plan would be suf-
ficient for your first semester at college, but you must really love 
CDS, because you’re swiped down to zero by Friday. Luckily 
for you, there’s almost always free food to be found at one event 
or another, and this weekend it’s the Local Food Festival. Sure, 

Tappan Square’s a little bit farther from Barrows than Stevie, but 
the food at this event may be a bit better. In addition to excel-
lent eats, you’ll be “supporting the sustainable and community-
friendly practice of eating local foods.” And did I mention it’s 
free? OhioPIRG and the local farmers’ market sponsor this fun-
filled day of activities, workshops and a lunch provided by the 
College’s own OSCA co-ops.

Lectures

“Classical and Quantum Monte Carlo”
Monday, Oct. 15, 4:35 p.m. – Wright Lecture Hall

If you’re going to embark on a series of lectures about phys-
ics and astronomy, you’d better attract the masses with some 
kick-ass lecture titles. “Classical and Quantum Monte Carlo” 
or “God Does Not Play Dice with the Universe, But Physicists 
Do” (ooh, cheeky!) accomplishes this task nicely by having two 
equally snappy titles. The mastermind behind these is Amy R.L. 
Bug, of Swarthmore College. In her lecture on Monday, Bug will 
be discussing – appropriately enough – the Monte Carlo method 
of solving problems in both classical and quantum physics. If you 
have no idea what this means, your 7th grade math teacher has 
finally proven her point that learning probability will ultimately 
be important at some point in your life.

Arts Events 

Art

Friday, Oct. 12, 8 p.m. – The Little Theater

Saturday, Oct. 13, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. – The Little Theater

Sunday, Oct. 14, 2 p.m. – The Little Theater

If you thought those theater kids had exhausted their creative 

resources on How I Learned to Drive, you’re in for a (hopefully 

pleasant) surprise. This weekend, the Theater and Dance Depart-

ment puts on another production, this time a comedy. Art, written 

originally in French by Yasmina Reza and translated for the anglo-

phonic masses by Christopher Hampton, won the Moliere, Olivier 

and Tony Awards for Best Play. Art is an intellectual mind-twister 

that will make you laugh out loud as it poses the question: Are you 

who you think you are or who your friends think you are?

Guest Recital: Davitt Moroney, harpsichord
Saturday, Oct. 13, 4:30 p.m. – Kulas Recital Hall

Chris Hamby

Just in case you thought you weren’t doing enough next 
week during midterms, so many musical events have been sched-
uled that it will be impossible for you to attend them all. One of 
these is Davitt Moroney’s recital on harpsichord. In addition to 
rediscovering lost compositions and finishing Bach’s unfinished 
fugue, Moroney is currently a faculty member at UC Berkeley. He 
is also an organist, musicologist and harpsichordist – one of the 

rarest “ists” of the music world.

Quote of the Week:

Safer Sex Night is focused on promoting 

safe sex, not just looking hot in your 

undies.

(See page 2)          

–College sophomore Taylor Soderborg

defending the legitimacy of Safer Sex Night.

Editor’s Picks

Hosting an event? Want to see it on the calendar? Or better yet, in the Editor’s Picks? 
Email oberlinevents@gmail.com by 12 p.m. Thursday to be considered for Friday’s Review.

Featured events are determined by the editor, so make an interesting pitch! 

October 15, 1982:

Yes, they can put you in jail for 
stealing books from Mudd

PHOTO of the week

                       Rachel Saudek

Students at the ’Sco stand silently in surprise and/or shock
during the Midwest Fun Fest, Thursday, Oct. 4th.

The Treatment

Saturday, Oct. 13, 1:30 p.m. – West Lecture Hall
Oberlin has spawned some fantastically artsy people who 

have actually made a name for themselves: Julie Taymor, 
Myla Goldberg, William Goldman and Ed Helms (yeah, that 
guy from The Office!). And this week, you get a chance to 
witness some Oberlin alum greatness first-hand! Director Oren 
Rudavsky’s film The Treatment, starring Roger Rees, Famke 
Janssen and Ian Holm (yeah, that guy from Gilmore Girls!), 
will be shown in West Lecture Hall. In addition to viewing 
the movie (based on the book of same name written by Daniel 
Menaker), students will also get to meet the director and firmly 
establish their two degrees of separation from that guy from 

Gilmore Girls.

–with reporting by Lauren Friedlander

November 1, 1996:
Ghosts on campus!...maybe
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Laurel Fuson
Arts Editor

Most Obies have imagined 

peace at some point, some with 

sincerity and others perhaps just 

for a good laugh. But Yoko Ono 

has kept this dream close to her 

heart for quite some time now. And 

on Tuesday, Oct. 9, she unveiled 

the Imagine Peace Tower on the 

birthday of her late husband, John 

Lennon, 27 years after his death. 

“This is something that we 

spoke about 40 years ago,” Ono 

told the Associated Press last week. 

“Our dream is finally coming true.”

The tower, a stories-tall 

beam of light, stands in Reykjavik, 

Iceland. It originates from a wish-

ing well, on which are inscribed 

the words “imagine peace” in 24 

languages.

“I was collecting wishes for 

world peace, of course,” Ono told 

the AP. “I thought: ‘I have to put 

them in a tower or something…a 

peace tower.’”

Ono plans to have the tower 

lit annually between October 9 and 

December 8 (the anniversary of 

Lennon’s death), so that it “[has] 

the feeling of the shortness of life, 

but the light is eternal.”

Since 1981, Ono has collect-

ed many written wishes for peace 

through a “wish trees” installation 

that she has set up in locations 

worldwide. Visitors to the exhibit 

write their own wishes for peace 

and tie them to trees. Ono has col-

lected about 495,000 so far, accord-

ing to www.msnbc.msm.com. She 

plans to bury the wishes in “cap-

sules” around the tower, with each  

one topped by a tree. Ono hopes 

that the site will one day look like 

a forest.

Now that the tower has been 

unveiled, wishes may be sent by 

mail or submitted online at www.

imaginepeace.com, an interac-

tive site where one can do every-

thing from submit a wish to watch 

YouTube videos of Ono in action.

Ono chose Iceland because 

it is “a very eco-friendly country,” 

due to the fact that it relies on geo-

thermal energy. It also has a sort of 

magical quality for her.

“This is the biggest birthday 

present I gave to John,” Ono told 

the AP. “He’s very, very happy 

about it, I know.”

Yoko Ono Imagines Peace Mudd Hosts Holocaust Exhibit
Angel Lin
Staff Writer

What happened to an estimated 

one million homosexuals during the 

Nazi regime is told this month on 

the main level of Mudd. The exhibit, 

Nazi Persecution of Homosexuals, 

was secured from Washington, D.C.’s 

United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum and is the first major compi-

lation on the topic for English-speak-

ing audiences.

“In the name of all responsible 

gods, saints and mascots I pledge 

to obey the following ten points and 

hope that all responsible gods, saints 

and mascots will be merciful and 

help me to keep my word.” So ran 

the prelude to a so-called “marriage 

contract,” penned in 1943 by Felice 

Schragenheim, called Jaguar, to 

Elizabeth Wust, or Aimée. “I will not 

come home late very often,” ventures 

Point 7. Point 8 reads, “I will try to 

grind my teeth quietly at night.”

The German state’s justification 

for Schragenheim’s arrest the fol-

lowing year was the same one that 

cleared the imprisonment of over six 

million others — being Jewish — all 

who were distinguished by a yellow 

Star of David patch. Her sexual ori-

entation also contributed to her arrest, 

symbolized by the lesser-known mark 

of the pale pink triangle.

“The subject of the current 

exhibit is a tough one, but neverthe-

less, one that should generate a lot 

of interest and discussion here at 

Oberlin College,” said Ed Vermue, 

Special Collections librarian and 

exhibit coordinator.

Drawing material from over 

40 archives of eight countries, the 

exhibit closely tracks the evolution of 

Criminal Law Section Paragraph 175 

from the Weimar Era (1919-1933) 

through the New Order (1933-1939), 

World War II and its aftermath.

Since the founding of the German 

Republic, Paragraph 175 outlawed 

“unnatural indecency” between men, 

the term defined only as “intercourse-

like acts” by the German Supreme 

Court. The rise of the Nazi state in 

January 1933 oversaw a rewrite of 

the law, striking “unnatural” from 

the phrasing and extending “inde-

cency” to acts of “simple looking” 

and “simple touching.”

With color prints of primary 

sources, exhibit panels reveal the 

depths of legislation revisionism, dis-

 

A “Musical Potluck” of Asia: Shansi Alumni Play the Cat 

“Shelele”:  Members of Oberlin Steel join Shansi students and alumni Saturday in Asian drumming (photo left) and a steel pan treat from the Caribbean (photo right). Chris Hamby

Mona Moraru

In place of a cubicle, Andria Derstine has a 

museum. Instead of a fax machine, she has stacks 

of prints. While most people spend business trips 

locked in a conference room, she spends them 

shopping in New York’s art galleries. 

Derstine is the curator of western art at Allen 

Memorial Art Museum.

Being a curator is not just about knowing 

how to hang a painting. Curators are in charge of 

conservation, planning exhibitions, acquiring new 

pieces, research and museum publications.

Even with frequent visits to various muse-

ums and pilgrimages to certain pieces of art, most 

people rarely think of the orchestrator, the curator. 

Maybe that is because the curator works to let the 

art speak for itself in order to allow the viewer to 

draw his or her own conclusions. 

Even Derstine herself downplayed the more 

glamorous aspects of her job.

“A lot of it, like anybody else’s job these 

days…is answering e-mails….I’m sitting at the 

computer and I’m not necessarily every day 

spending eight hours, by any means, with the 

art.”

But there are days when she does.

The basement of the Allen holds its perma-

nent collection, keeping more than 12,000 works 

under lock and key. 

When planning an exhibition, a curator will 

first go through pieces the museum already owns 

to see what can be built from there. 

All of the works currently on display are 

from the Allen’s permanent holdings. 

Over the past 90 years, Derstine and her 

A Day in the Life of a Curator: Derstine Explains
predecessors have worked to expand the collec-

tion to where it is today. Although many pieces 

have been donated, often by Oberlin alumni, 

curators are constantly looking out for new pieces 

of interest. 

This is where trips to New York come in. 

“New York is certainly where we would go 

visit galleries and dealers,” she said. “But it’s also 

the case that a lot of dealers, especially dealers 

with works on paper, travel; they make these trips 

through the Midwest. So we have a lot of people 

bring things through that we can then look at and 

decide on.”

Although exhibitions are rarely planned 

around a recent acquisition, the inspiration can 

come from a particular piece. 

One of Derstine’s exhibitions currently on 

display, The Modern Landscape, started with 

Claude Monet’s The Garden of the Princess 

(1867). Although usually prominently displayed 

in the sculpture court, the painting was requested 

for a New York exhibition. The painting was 

shipped eastward and Derstine filled the empty 

space with a painting of the Pont Neuf by Camille 

Pissarro. Because of this change, the rest of the 

show seemed to speak to the Pissarro rather than 

the Monet. 

“So when the painting came back,” Derstine 

admitted, “I actually just didn’t want to have 

to take it all down, everything I had just done 

there.”

Stephanie Wiles, the Allen’s director, 

suggested a special exhibition to highlight the 

Monet. 

“From that, it sort of led on to this idea of 

what would look good, what would make sense. 

So I literally went down into storage and pulled 

out all the painting racks and found as many land-

scapes as I could find. [I] tried to find the ones of 

the best quality and make a coherent show around 

this idea of the modern landscape,” Derstine said. 

“But it all came about because this Monet was 

coming back and we wanted to put it somewhere 

prominent and kind of give it a new context.”

Although this is one of many ways that cura-

tors at all museums come up with ideas for their 

exhibitions, particular to college museums such as 

the Allen are teaching exhibitions. 

Whether at the request of a professor for a 

specific class or simply for the curator to learn a 

bit more about the collection, teaching exhibitions 

are a constant aspect of the museum. 

Once a curator has an idea for an exhibit, 

says Derstine, it can take drastically different 

amounts of time before the paintings are on the 

walls, the sculptures on their pedestals. 

“It depends on how hard you’re willing to 

work and how fast you’re willing to work,” said 

Derstine. “It is true that if you’re working with 

works in your own collection, obviously you can 

do things much more quickly than if you need to 

borrow something from someone else and work 

partially with their schedule.”

Even with an extensive permanent collection, 

a curator may decide that the exhibition would 

truly benefit from one particular piece, explained 

Derstine. After doing curatorial research, he or she 

would write a letter to the particular institution that 

has that piece. If the request is approved, a whole 

series of specific instructions must be followed to 

pack and ship the piece. 

Since the Allen has so many works in stor-

age, it often receives requests for loans as well. 

“So we kind of make that same decision 

— the piece that they want to borrow, is it really, 

really necessary for the show? Is it going to say 

something new or is it just that they want any 

work by that artist? And in that case, we’d be 

obviously less likely to lend because…you are 

subjecting [the artwork] to wear and tear and to 

potential problems.” 

So far, the pieces loaned by the Allen have 

not been seriously damaged.  Also, Derstine notes, 

“Because we have so many works, a lot of them 

actually are in storage, and if it’s just going to be 

sitting in storage, no one’s going to be seeing it 

anyway. That’s a reason that we might want to 

lend.”

The size of the collection relative to the 

size of the Allen inevitably leaves many works 

unseen, though the curators work to cycle through 

the pieces. 

This isn’t so different from a larger museum, 

though, where seven galleries can be committed to 

one exhibit. “At any museum, you have a limited 

space to work with. And that’s just something 

that you keep in mind while you’re pulling the 

works out, kind of arranging them around,” said 

Derstine.

But then again, this isn’t any museum. 

“That’s the beauty, I think, of being here, at 

a college art museum,” Derstine said. “I feel like 

I’ve got all the benefits in my job of being a cura-

tor at an art museum, which I am, but also working 

with students and the [capability] to teach.”

She paused. 

“So for me, it’s really the best of both 

worlds.”

New Voices Speak Out: The exhibit currently on display in Mudd library 
investigates the persecution of gays and lesbians in WWII. Chris Hamby

See Exhibit, page 15
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Of Montreal Takes the Stage Dressed in Its Finest
Michelle Broder Van Dyke
Staff Writer

Before Of Montreal took the stage in 
Hales on Monday, a man flailing his arms and 
wearing a tiger head ran across it. This was 
just a preview for the antics that define an Of 
Montreal show. Next entered the band. Front-
man singer/guitarist Kevin Barnes wore teal 
hot pants with matching fishnets and boots. 
To complete the ensemble, he wore a dense 
layer of sparkly-teal panda-like eye makeup. 
Thousands of tiny light brown hairs stuck out 
in all directions through the holes in Barnes’s 
leg-wear, confirming the answer to the ques-
tion that has plagued us all: Does Barnes shave 
his legs? 

None of the other band members quite 
capture the same hot, sexual majesty that 
Barnes brought to the performance, but they 
too looked as if they had just stepped off a 
UFO that was aimed for Oberlin College. 
Dottie Alexander, keyboardist and occasional 
cowbell player, wore a purple tutu-esque 
dress with teal fishnets that matched Barnes’. 
Bryan Poole (who also uses the name the Late 
B.P. Helium) sported giant black wings, long 
sideburns and played a white guitar decorated 
with blue and red stars, leaving one to wonder 
where exactly he had descended from. The 

bassist, Matt Dawson, and drummer, Jamey 
Huggins, wore matching vests and ties, thus 
completing Of Montreal’s extravagant indie 
image.

Of Montreal, actually of Athens, GA,  

has been around since mid-1997. Since then, 
the band members have changed, as has their 
sound. Barnes, who has been around since 
the beginning, is undeniably the mastermind 
behind the band and this fact seems obvious 
on stage as he saunters around resembling 
David Bowie. He presented a flamboyant the-
atrical show filled with skipping and clapping 
his hands while jumping up and down, even 
ending one track with a move that resembled 
the pose “Blue Steel” in Zoolander. His per-
formance worked smoothly for the majority 
of the show, but occasionally, Barnes seemed 
exhausted by the moves he performs night 
after night while on tour.  

This apathy and disinterest on Barnes’s 
part reflect the more melancholy lyrics that 
dominate Of Montreal’s most recent releases, 
Hissing Fauna, Are You My Destroyer? and 
its sister EP, Icons, Abstract Thee. These 
albums chronicle his psychological struggles 
and marital demise. With lines like “I’m in 
a crisis, I need help / Come on mood shift, / 

Shift back to good again,” Barnes’s gloomy 
cynicism becomes obvious.  

But the exuberant synth-driven beats lure 
Of Montreal fans in before the superficial 
coating of Barnes’s songs ever becomes evi-
dent. In the moments when Barnes did look 
robotic on stage, the lyrics, “All the party 
people dancing for the indie star / But he’s the 
worst faker by far / But in the set, I forget all 
of the beauty’s wasted,” seemed to be clearly 
a line of dismal self-critique.  

Also encompassing and enhancing the the-
atrics of the performance were three screens in 
the background displaying at once disturbing, 
amusing and beautiful cartoon-drawn scenes. 
Often, the images portrayed awkward erotic 
episodes, with hands moving to uncharted 
territory and faces sucking one another. The 
most unsettling image was of two white men 
dressed in sailor suits making out with two 
Chinese women who were looking off into the 
distance, uninterested. These images reflected 
the feeling of the band’s entire performance in 

their contradictory nature.
MGMT, the first opening band, was also 

notable; any band that can successfully sing 
about electric eels has my stamp of approval. 
Outside of Hales, one could hear the group’s 
music beckoning to the young minds of Oberlin 
like church bells to the pious on a Sunday.  

Founding members of MGMT Andrew 
Vanwyngarden and Ben Goldwasser first got 
together in 2002 at Wesleyan University. 
They performed with a five-piece band that 
had a stunning presence on stage. Although 
much less theatrical than Of Montreal, the 
drummer did try to step it up by wearing a 
bowler hat while neglecting to put on a shirt. 
The band created indie-pop songs with absurd 
and interesting lyrics that got the small crowd 
moving about.  

Classy Clash: Of Montreal rocked Hales -- and the surrounding area -- with bold renditions of 
their latest songs on their recent album, Hissing Fauna, Are You My Destroyer? Chris Hamby

Obies Journey to Poetryland
Angel Lin
Staff Writer

Last Thursday, Professor of 
Creative Writing Dan Chaon pre-
sented a full lecture hall with a new 
assistant professor of poetry who 
“can do nearly everything and does 
it all incredibly well.”

“He walks an interesting tight-
rope between the formal and experi-
mental, the personal and mystical, 
Dickinson and Rumi, Virginia Woolf 
and Yoko Ono…Perhaps my most 
favorite quote on him is that ‘He has 
been kissed by the lips of eternity, 
and remained lucid enough to speak 
of the wonder,’” said Chaon.

“That was my yoga instructor,” 
said Associate Professor of Creative 
Writing Kazim Ali at the ebb of 
applause.

Launching into an early piece 
in his book, The Far Mosque, Ali 
marooned the audience on that dusty 
terrain from where he began.

“‘Gallery’ was from my first 
year after college graduation — I 
was friendless, jobless, poem-less,” 
said Ali. Likewise, the one addressed 
in the poem pines for poetry.

“You came to the desert, illit-
erate, spirit-ridden, / intending to 
starve…You’re thinking: I am ready 

to be touched now, ready to be 

found / He’s thinking: How lost, 

how endless I feel this afternoon,” 
read Ali.

Ali continued with homage to 
Emily Dickinson, a letter to Rumi 
and an “essay to poem” on the 
“unaccountable dark matter” and 
demands of minimalist painter 
Agnes Martin, all inspirations dur-
ing his Beacon, NY days.

Pensive Poet: Creative Writing 
Professor Kazim Ali gives a read-
ing. Photo courtesy of www.oberlin.edu

His poem, “The Return of 
Music,” was intended as the journey 
from these fragmented pieces to 
narrative. 

“[But] a lot of writing for me is 
coming to the edge of that unspeak-
able, ineffable experience and shout-
ing into it…because of that, there’s 
often a point of breakdown. This is 
documentation of a breakdown. It’s 
like gag reel of a Mission Impossible 
stunt, but having it actually in the 
movie,” said Ali. 

Ali read, his voice reined 
and cleaving, like treading water: 
“…here as the season / stitches 
itself into fog then frost, you will. 
/ Here as you untold, unsummon, 
uncry, you will. / Unopened, you 
will. Unhappen, you will. / These 
moments against the years, you will. 
/ Unmoment you will. / Unyear you 
will. Unyou you will. / Unwill you 
will—”

During a pause, Ali said qui-
etly, “And that’s how it goes in 
Poetryland.”

Also included in the reading 
was a pair of “sea” pieces from his 
new collection, The Fortieth Day, 
which is slated to go to press next 
spring. He also performed excerpts 
from his most recent project, an 
autobiography couched in lyrical 
prose.

The book was birthed last 
October when Ali came out to an 
aunt and uncle, who insisted upon 
his admission to his parents. The 
plan had been to break the news 
over Thanksgiving, said Ali, and the 
book was first a rehearsal of sorts for 
the big event and then a meditation 
as November stole past in silence. 

Allen Opens at Dark
Ashley Simpson 

Normally a relatively serene, 
placid environment — the quiet 
site of wandering art history stu-
dents and subdued class excursions 
— the Allen Memorial Art Museum 
was transformed last Thursday into 
a lively locale, filled with music, 
catered food, performance art, vis-
iting exhibits and an overflow of 
students from all disciplines. This 
metamorphosis represents the res-
urrection of an old Allen tradition: 
Allen After Hours, an event aimed 
at bringing new students into the 
museum, therefore increasing its 
accessibility.

The event, held from 7 to 9:30 
p.m., was the first of its kind put on 
since 2002.   

“The Allen used to have an 
event like this regularly in the late 
’90s,” said Colette Crossman, the 
recently hired curator of academic 
programs and a central force in the 
planning of Allen After Hours. 

“With this event, we hope to 
draw students into the museum 
and make it accessible to them,” 
Crossman continued. “We want to 
make it a welcoming place. A lot 
of students come with their classes. 
I want to get students to come on 
their own.”

Jason Trimmer, curator of edu-
cation and co-planner of the event, 
echoed these sentiments: “The main 
goal for the event is to get stu-
dents into the museum who aren’t 
exposed to it in their classes, espe-
cially freshmen and sophomores. 
We want to reach out and get them 
engaged.” 

College senior and student 

museum docent Catherine Janis said, 
“Even though [the Allen] is right 
across Tappan Square, [students] 
don’t have a chance to come. We 
want to make the museum fun.”

Along with the music, food and 
usual exhibits, this “fun” included 
a raffle, performance pieces and a 
show specifically created for the 
event, titled Co-ed Bed, by traveling 
artist Patsy Kline, owner of Gallery 
ÜHaul. 

“Finding Gallery U was com-
plete luck,” explained Trimmer. “I 
read about it in the Plain Dealer, 
called them in August and here they 
are outside.”

Kline’s piece addressed the 
current controversy over all-gender 
dorm rooms through the re-instal-
lation of a set of twin beds in her 
U-Haul, prompting the viewer to ask, 
“Do U think colleges in general are 
ready to embrace this ultimate step in 
gender blending — the co-ed room? 
Are you ready?” The artist’s work 
fits the theme of the event: placing art 
and museum life in the forefront of 
Oberlin students’ minds and recon-
structing the museum sphere as a 
highly relevant and accessible space. 

“This [event] is kind of an exper-
iment,” said Abbe Schriber, a College 
junior and one of the many docents 
placed throughout the museum, ready 
to answer fellow students’ questions 
and chat about the exhibits. 

“I was afraid that no one would 
come,” said College sophomore 
Victoria Werner, another docent. 

“I was really nervous all day,” 
said Trimmer. 

Despite these hesitations, Allen 

The text is lit with the “conflagra-
tion of a boy who disappoints his 
parents,” and those volatile signal 
fires he comes upon in a trancelike 
quest for that man with the same 
name who has “done it better, 
without hurting anyone.”

Ali received an M.A. in 
English literature from the 
University of Albany and an 
M.F.A. in Creative Writing from 
New York University. In addi-
tion to The Far Mosque and the 
upcoming The Fortieth Day, his 
publications include the novel 
Quinn’s Passage, named among 
the Best Books of 2005 by 
Chronogram, and the chapbooks 
“River Road” and “From the Book 
of Miriam the Prophetess.” He is 
cofounder of independent press 
Nightboat Books and his works 
have appeared in national jour-
nals including American Poetry 

Review and Barrow Street. See Allen, page 15

‘I’m in a crisis, I need help / 
Come on mood shift, / Shift 

back to good again.’

Kevin Barnes
Of Montreal
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Orchestra Delights Audience
Elena Lacheva
Staff Writer

After the Oberlin Chamber 

Orchestra brought down the house 

two Sundays ago, the Oberlin 

Orchestra received a standing ova-

tion after delivering yet another 

powerful concert last Friday, Oct. 

5. Featuring Professor of Violin 

Gregory Fulkerson in Berg’s Violin 

Concerto, the concert also includ-

ed Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an 

Exhibition and Strauss’s Dance of 

the Seven Veils, from Salomé, and 

satisfied week-long expectations. 

Vigorous, playful and seductive, 

Strauss opened the concert and pinned 

the audience’s attention. Sultry oboe 

solos, impressive flute calls, vari-

ous percussions used for effect and 

watercolor harp gestures added to 

the richness of the orchestra’s sound 

to depict Salomé’s wild dance. The 

reward was St. John the Baptist’s 

head on a platter. Intense with fury, 

sometimes grotesquely fleshy, the 

music swirled faster and faster to 

reach the finale where a red-hot waltz 

drew out the last, triumphant stoke. 

With its contrasting character 

— personal and intimate — Berg’s 

Violin Concerto, written in memory 

of Gustav Mahler’s daughter, Manon 

Gropius, rounded out the first half. 

Fulkerson played the long, lyrical 

melodies and philosophic phrases 

with profound understanding of the 

music, while the orchestra beauti-

fully backed him up. A slow Andante 

introduction and vulnerable Adagio 

framed the two dreamy Allegretto 

and Allegro parts, portraying the 

drama of Gropiüs’s sudden death 

from polio.  

Conductor Bridget Michaele-

Reischl offered an interesting inter-

pretation of Mussorgsky’s Pictures 

at an Exhibition with unorthodox 

tempo choices (a moving, even fast 

Bydlo and somewhat relaxed Ballet 

of the Unhatched Chicks) and catchy 

voice which highlighted soloing 

instruments or orchestral groups. 

Conservatory senior Michael 

Brest’s trumpet solo in the Promenade 

promised a masterful presence, which 

he mercilessly displayed until the 

very end. Conservatory senior bas-

soonist Thomas Schneider also kept 

a high profile — his warm sound col-

ored many of the musical pictures. 

The saxophone solo in The Old 

Castle deserves a special praise, 

while Conservatory senior Brandon 

George’s flute solos and the whole 

woodwind section were impeccable. 

The brass section, especially the 

French horns, trumpets and trom-

bone sections, seemed to know their 

parts inside and out. The strings 

were vibrant, constantly changing 

their sound to fit the character glued 

together by the musical vision of 

Victor Hartman’s post-mortem exhi-

bition. 

Maurice Ravel’s orchestration 

of Mussorgsky’s piano cycle is one of 

the best-known pieces by the Russian 

composer. What the 88 keys some-

times fail to deliver color-wise was 

perfectly put together in an arrange-

ment, interpreted superbly and enthu-

siastically by the Oberlin Orchestra. 

Beware, for Berlioz’s Symphonie 

Phantastique is to be heard in the 

near future. A standing ovation might 

be involved there, too. 

Bringin’ Down the House: The Oberlin Orchestra played a succesful con-
cert last Friday in Finney Chapel. Alanna Epstein

Timothy Getz
Staff Writer

Oberlin’s Contemporary Music Ensemble gave its first perfor-

mance of the year in Warner Concert Hall last Saturday, Oct. 6. The 

audience grew as people surged in through the side doors during the 

first three pieces, until about half of the seats in the spacious concert 

hall were occupied, proof that the CME has wide appeal among Oberlin 

students.  

A wide range of musical sounds graced the audience that night. 

The first piece, Sofia Gubaidulina’s Meditation über den Choral Vor 

deinen thron tret ich hiermit von J.S. Bach quoted a few passages of 

Bach but did not have any other tonal elements. Its effect was entranc-

ing, however, because of its unusual way of rhythmically creeping 

forward and the intense focus of the performers and conductor Timothy 

Weiss. Meditation provided a strong start to the concert, receiving great 

applause.  

Perhaps the most tonal piece of the night was Charles Wuorinen’s 

Bearbeitungen über das Glogauer Liederbuch, which felt like a strange 

Renaissance dance. The only shortfalls of this performance were in 

regard to intonation, a challenge for an ensemble made up of flute, 

clarinet, violin and bass.  

Maybe large ensemble pieces have an unfair advantage when it 

comes to impressing the audience, but the highlights of the night were 

the ones incorporating the most instrumentalists. The closing of the 

first set, Luciano Berio’s Corale (Sequenza VIII) brought the house 

down. Assistant Professor of Violin David Bowlin, the guest soloist, 

bowed repeated notes with great intensity while the ensemble of strings 

and two horns made great rushes of sound. Bowlin played with all the 

fervor of a great violinist.

Some listeners may feel unqualified to critique this music and 

do not feel that “new” art music is their musical language — the 

oldest piece performed at this concert was written in 1962. But the 

popularity of CME concerts and their enthusiastic reception is proof 

that Conservatory and College students alike are interested in what 

contemporary music has to offer. If nothing else, a piece such as Toru 

Takemitsu’s Tree Line is impressive for its array of atmospheric sounds 

masterfully played by a large ensemble, not to mention the performers’ 

enthusiasm and graciousness toward the audience.

Obies Admire CME 

’Sco Thrives on Music from All Genres All Week
Michelle Broder Van Dyke
Staff Writer

This past week, concerts abounded and the 

plethora of live shows night after night made my 

head spin: Can I afford to go to all of them? The 

money wasn’t the issue, of course, since most 

shows at the ’Sco tend to be about $4 (and journal-

ists get to wear nifty press passes and get in for 

free), but I wondered whether I could afford to 

spend all my time watching live music instead of 

spending it in Mudd. 

None of the shows were flawless by any 

means, but I think that my nights spent at the 

Midwest Fun Fest on Thursday, Oct. 4; Matt & 

Kim on Friday, Oct. 5 and Old Time Relijun and 

Monotonix on Tuesday, Oct 9 were all filled with 

deep reflection and great learning.

The Midwest Fun Fest turned out to be a little 

less fun than expected. It was a beer-less night, 

which was a disappointment to all regular  ’Sco-

goers. The night turned out to be Dan Deacon-less, 

which was a disappointment to his many Oberlin 

fans who had been anticipating his return. 

Dan Deacon’s booking agent sent a letter 

explaining, “Dan Deacon is having some really 

tough health problems and severe fatigue…He’s 

VERY sorry and would love to try to reschedule 

it for a later date if that’s possible.” The majority 

of us accepted Dan Deacon’s apology with the 

hope that sometime later this year he will return 

to Oberlin with a performance in good spirit and 

excellent health.  

The Midwest Fun Fest went on despite the 

initial glitches; it was a night defined by small sets 

and although the new headliner HEALTH was not 

the best of the acts, the show was filled with exper-

imental and ambitious musical performances. 

Crime Novels is a one-man act: A dude wear-

ing a black hoodie creepily yelled out indecipher-

able rants in an affected voice. At least, I think 

they were rants. He sounded cutting edge. How 

do you say that without sounding clichéd?  Well, 

maybe it is. 

Videohippos is a band based out of Baltimore 

and consists of Kevin O’Meara, Jim Triplett, 

OCDJ and DV tapes. While listening to their 

music, I imagined momentarily that I was staring 

at kids running around in a playground, stopping 

occasionally to whistle and then picking up again 

to swing on the monkey-bars. Their psychedelic 

noise pop is a little bizarre, but their music makes 

you feel innocently happy, and they got the crowd 

dancing and smashing into one another.

HEALTH, the last band to perform at the 

Midwest Fun Fest, began its set with heavy drum-

ming, and the three other band members banged 

their heads simultaneously to the rhythm of the 

drums. Their performance continued in this man-

ner as they attempted exaggerated ostentatious 

moves on stage, which for the most part repelled 

the audience. Clearly, they should focus their 

energy on their music like Crime Novels, which 

they do well, even if it is somewhat eccentric and 

inaccessible. The band carried a good beat that, 

while not turning the audience off, made it move 

at least a little bit. HEALTH is an innovative 

post-rock band, and the members don’t need to 

bang their heads around to capture the hearts of 

potential fans.

Featured at the ’Sco last Friday was the 

adorable duo Matt & Kim. Matt Johnson and 

Kim Schifino, who named their duo appropriately 

and obviously after themselves, both share vocal 

responsibilities while Matt plays guitar and key-

boards and Kim plays drums. Formed in 2004 in 

Brooklyn, the group plays amiable energetic indie 

pop songs that are reminiscent of Mates of State. 

(They also date.)

In between songs, the pair spoke to the audi-

ence, saying bubbly and sweet things. Their music 

and stage presence is something that could easily 

divide indie fans as their happy pop rhythms are 

definitely not for everyone. But by the last song, 

the audience was completely enamored with them, 

so when they invited everyone onto the stage, the 

crowd readily accepted.  

And lastly, this past Tuesday night brought 

me the most obscene and fascinating performance 

I have ever seen. Monotonix is a band that is not 

trying to change the world. They are simply hairy 

Israeli men who want to rage. And this is what 

they did, and they did it brilliantly. 

The band hails from Tel Aviv and consists of 

Ami Shalev, Yonatan Gat and Ran Shimoni. The 

frontman — the ring leader who resembled a pirate 

— stole beers from members of the audience and 

threw them on himself, onto the drum set while 

the drummer kept playing and beer droplets soared 

into the air and he even poured beer into his own 

shoe, from which he then proceeded to drink.

A band that stands still for nothing began its 

show on the floor of the ’Sco instead of the stage, 

but quickly proceeded to move into, around and 

through the audience. As they tried to start mosh 

pits in their own audience, most people were 

frightened and backed away from the pirate-man, 

but a few were pulled helplessly to the ground. The 

band moved its drum set while playing it and even 

attempted at one point to set it up behind the bar. 

Further pissing off the bartenders, it lifted a 

recycling can into the air and dumped all the beer 

bottles on to the floor. Confrontational art rock at 

its best. I can barely recall what the garage-prog-

rock sounded like, but I am pretty sure it doesn’t 

matter because the band members know how to 

put on a wild live show.

This was a hard follow act to follow, but 

Old Time Relijun put on a dynamic and spirited 

performance. The band is based out of Olympia, 

WA, and consists of Arrington de Dionyso, Ben 

Hartman, Aaron Hartman and Germaine Baca. 

They play experimental-rock-jazz that is lively 

and upbeat. DeD  ionyso has an unusual but cap-

tivating voice. The most impressive moment of 

their show was when the saxophonist played two 

saxophones simultaneously. Their music is acces-

sible and enjoyable and may not have had the same 

absurd raw energy as Monotonix on stage, but they 

are all talented musicians creating unique music.

 The things that I learned at the ’Sco this past 

week: (1) people will notice if you look like/are 

a tool; (2) make music with your lover; it’ll be 

happy; (3) don’t break bottles on the floor of the 

’Sco they’ll never sell you beer again.

Give Me That Old Time Relijun: Funky punky band Old Time Relijun blasted the ’Sco with its 
unique sound last week. Photo courtesy of www.krecs.com

If You Jump, Jack: Codependent band Matt & 
Kim played the ’Sco. 

Photo courtesy of www.rollinguphill.com



Page 15The Oberlin Review, October 12, 2007 Arts

catastrophes….Consider the Black 

Plague. Without it, the old business 

models of Europe would never be 

overturned by the entrepreneurs of the 

Renaissance.” 

One of the attentive and inter-

ested executives in the audience 

suggested that this invention would 

prove beneficial in the event of a ter-

rorist attack; it seems easier to fear a 

phantom menace than an encroaching 

global calamity.

When all is said and done, I 

can’t help but wonder where all the 

residual good of their hoaxes have 

ended up. When they posed as the 

spokesmen for Dow Chemicals, the 

company lost several million dollars 

in stocks, only to be redeemed shortly 

Yes Men Use Technology 
to Build Counter Movement
Continued from page 9

thereafter. They garnish the media 

and milk it for all its worth, but con-

sider the incredibly short lifespan of 

the top headline. 

And once they have been exposed 

as a hoax, are they left preaching to 

the choir? Still, shock waves do have 

the power to make us nostalgic and 

eager for days of revolution, and in 

our time, it seems that energy in watts 

is the energy that will fuel social 

change. 

In their final remarks at the end 

of the evening, the Yes Men implored 

the audience to “use whatever talent 

they had to tell the real story.” The 

Yes Men are performers, they are 

culture jammers, and they are riding 

the Internet wave aiming to get out a 

crucial and alarming message.

After Hours appears to have been a 

huge success.  

“I saw the stuff outside and that 

was really interesting. It prompted me 

to come in and see what’s going on,” 

said College senior Ashley Allen.  

“It’s kind of embarrassing, but 

this is my first time in the Allen,” 

added another anonymous College 

senior.

“I’m impressed with the way 

this turned out. It’s so strange to hear 

music in a space that’s normally so 

silent,” said Werner. 

Crossman said, “It’s a suc-

cess. We’ve had a lot of students. 

Students are having a good time. 

Students are actually in the galleries, 

looking at the exhibitions, not just 

by the food.” 

Allen Takes 
on the Night

cussing the New Order’s fluid theories on the 

origin of homosexuals, on what homosexual 

acts placed at stake and on efforts with which 

the S.A., S.S., and ultimately the Gestapo com-

batted the threat. 

As documented in the exhibit, these mea-

sures rose to chilling proportions during the war, 

resulting in “voluntary” and forced castration, 

hormonal experimentation, euthanasia, institu-

tionalization and the deportation to concentra-

tion camps, where those who had “seduced 

more than one partner” were dispatched to “the 

worst and most dangerous” quarries to remove 

their genes from the pool.

Homosexual women such as Schragenheim 

and Wust were subjected to less systematic per-

secution than their male counterparts. There is 

no mention of them in Paragraph 175; it was 

thought that women as a force were of little 

innate threat to man, and “preference” aside, 

remained capable of serving the Nazi state as 

wives and mothers.

But the New Order did not forget these 

women; the Nazi regime actively removed their 

culture from public space and kept known les-

bians — “asocials” — under tight surveillance 

that often led to the uncovering of assorted 

skeletons. In Schragenheim’s case, this was 

precisely so — her relationship with a Gentile 

woman piqued an investigation into her back-

ground and led to her subsequent arrest.

Also featured in the exhibit are charac-

ters from that time, including Dr. Magnus 

Hirschfeld, “the Apostle of Indecency,” and 

Richard Grune, whose lithographs in Passion of 

the 20th Century represent the despair he expe-

rienced in the Sachsenhausen and Flossenbürg 

concentration camps.

Schragenheim was shuffled between hold-

ing camps and a ghetto before ending up in the 

concentration camp Gross-Rosen. Terrified, 

Wust sent food daily, at one point even spark-

ing a scrap with a security guard about a 

delivery. On the eve of the Allied invasion, 

Schragenheim sent news to Wust of the prison-

ers being taken away, and it is on the evacua-

tion march to Germany’s Bergen-Belsen that 

she is believed to have died. Her love story 

with Wust is documented in Aimée & Jaguar: A 

Love Story, Berlin 1943, a book by Erica Fisher 

and an award-winning film of the same name.

Schragenheim and Wust are among the 

many victims of the persecution of homo-

sexuals. Persisting social and legal prohibitions 

against homosexuality have obscured the fact 

that these million men and women were victim-

ized by the Nazi state, with official recognition 

and reparation cropping up only in the past 

twenty years. 

Richard Korb, a senior lecturer at Columbia 

University who traveled in for a viewing of the 

exhibit, raised the case of two homosexuals 

recently executed in Iran, where President 

Ahmadinejad “told us here [at] Columbia…

‘there is no homosexuality.’” If open dialogue 

and public opinions concerning homosexuality 

are not taken seriously, current times may see a 

repeat of past horrifying incidents.

The exhibition Nazi Persecution of 

Homosexuals articulates a hope that people 

today will continue to exercise awareness that 

“men who love men and women who love 

women can always be persecuted again,” as 

articulated in a statement read in Frankfurt, 

Germany in 1994.

“[Persecution] happened — and can still 

happen — when lies go unchallenged, when pub-

lic fear becomes widespread, and intolerance is 

deemed necessary or expedient,” said Vermue.

The exhibit will remain in Mudd until 

November 3. 

Exhibit Commemorates Gay, Lesbian Holocaust Victims
Continued from page 12

The Persecuted: A gay couple depicted in Mudd Library’s exhibit represents just one of many 
such relationships destroyed in the Holocaust. Chris Hamby

Art & Environment

Old George Jones Had a Farm: The College Art and Environment class completed the “straw bale o!ce 
building” at George Jones Memorial Farm this past week. Photo courtesy of Nannette Yannuzzi-Macias

Continued from page 13

Want to 
be the next 
big critic?

Write for Arts!

arts@oberlinre-
view.org
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At first glance, these images may not look all that familiar, but look again. All are pictures of common, 

daily animate and inanimate objects. Can you identify them? (Answers at bottom of page!)

Students in Scanning Electron Microscopy, a module course taught by Professor of Biology Yolanda Cruz, 

have been looking at samples at a resolution that can never be replicated by human eyesight. Traditional 

optical (light) microscopes in classrooms magnify approximately 1,000 times, but the scanning electron 

microscope can magnify up to 200,000 times. The scale for magnification is indicated by the bar on the 

bottom of each photo.

The class, which originated as a Winter Term project, is “intended to train students who are interested 

in how to operate a SEM,” said Cruz. Students bring in specimens to study, anything from toenail clippings 

to spiders to opossum sperm.

Oberlin currently owns one SEM, housed in the geology department. It is shared interdepartmentally, 

which “reflects the collaborative nature of research in the sciences,” according to Cruz. In 2001, Oberlin 

received a $100,000 grant from the National Science Foundation, which made the acquisition possible. 

– Sophia Yan

Science, Art Inseparable in Oberlin Laboratory

3. Mark Wessels

 ANSWERS:
 

1. insect
2. banana peel  
3. wire coil  
4. dandelion tip  
5. a bee’s knee  
6. between a bee’s   

              head and body  
7. muscle  
8. C elegans, a type of                    

             worm

5. Anne Cherry

7. Anne Cherry

2.  Josh Frenkel

8. Toussaint Mears-Clarke

6. Anne Cherry

1. Toussaint Mears-Clarke

4. Shannon Blake

Scanning Electron Microscope                                  Sarah Lipman

fiddle music, ends up adding the 

exact amount of salt and pepper 

to the off-beat feel of the story. 

Rudavsky called Zorn “a virtuoso…

a musician’s musician” who cre-

ated something that was “relatively 

gentle and hidden [with] a certain 

playfulness.”

According to Rudavsky, the 

Rudavsky’s Film Delights Modern Day Audience

Holm, whose impressive 

career has spanned from Pixar to 

commercials to indie (Ratatouille, 

The Lord of the Rings, Garden 

State) was clearly a smart choice.

The film’s score by John Zorn, 

a snazzy mix between tango and 

film “started with my own inter-

est in psychoanalysis…and going 

to a therapist.” After graduating 

from Oberlin, he worked on Dreams 

So Real: Three Men’s Stories, an 

animated film about three mental 

health patients. The work won Best 

Film in the 1981 New England Film 

Festival, also garnering other first 

place awards at other festivals. 

But before all that, Rudavsky 

was a true Obie, creating his own 

film major in the College and teach-

ing filmmaking and photography 

ExCos. He made several films as a 

student, which he claims were “ter-

rible,” laughing at his first attempts 

at film. 

Rudavksy’s first foray into the 

field was by shooting film for the 

football team, which was also how 

he met Peter Hutcheson, OC ’79, to 

whom The Treatment is dedicated. 

Rudavsky, walking over to the fields 

with a hulking camera, first ran into 

a young Hutcheson, who then wore 

a kilt and sported a ponytail down to 

Losing Your Marbles: In love, Allegra Marshall (Janssen) and Jake Singer (Eige-
man) !nd themselves in peculiar situations.        Photo courtesy of www.treatmentmovie.com

his waist. The two struck up conver-

sation about making films and from 

there, a friendship was borne. 

“He was an inspiration for me 

and for the film,” said Rudavsky. 

Sadly, Hutcheson passed away a 

few years ago.

The Treatment won for Best 

Film, Made in New York at the 

2006 Tribeca Film Festival. The 

film is from a screenplay by Daniel 

Saul Housman, based on Daniel 

Menaker’s 1998 novel of the same 

name. 

The movie’s quirky nature 

is reflected on its website, www.

treatmentmovie.com, where web 

surfers can peruse a range of con-

tent and even submit their own 

“shrink story,” fictional or real, in 

a competition.

And the best part? One click 

will take you to Dr. Morales’s 

voicemail: 

“Hello and welcome to the 

mental health hotline. If you are 

obsessive-compulsive, press 1 

Continued from page 9

repeatedly. If you are co-depen-

dent, ask someone to press 2 for 

you. If you have multiple personali-

ties, press 3, 4, 5 and 6. If you are 

paranoid, we know what you are 

and what you want. Stay on the line 

and we’ll trace your call. If you are 

delusional, press 7 and your call will 

be transferred to the mother ship. If 

you are schizophrenic, listen care-

fully. The small voice will tell you 

which number to press….”
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Moose Terry interviews field hockey play-

ers senior Christine Politis and junior Holly 

Sloofman.

Moose Terry: With such amazing abilities 

as field hockey players you must have been 

playing for years. When did you pick up the 

sport and make it the passion of your life?

Christine Politis: I started when I was in sixth 

grade. The most motivating factor was defi-

nitely when my dad told me that I would get a 

scholarship because it was an obscure sport.

Holly Sloofman: I fell in love with the game 

when I found out that the high school team didn’t 

have tryouts but the soccer team did. I also dis-

covered that I didn’t have to run like soccer.

MT: What goals have really pushed you 

through the season?

HS: The chance to really stomp some faces 

this season.

CP: We are really trying to bring back the 

legacy of the 2005 team that captured the con-

ference championship.

HS: We want to relive the dream.

CP: Hell ya! [The two high five over dream 

comment]

MT: Christine, what have four years of OC 

hockey done for you?

CP: Over the last few years I have developed 

compartment syndrome as well as a thirst for 

success and a refined eating palate. The best 

thing field hockey has given me is one rock 

hard ass!

MT: Holly, what has really inspired you all 

season?

HS: Well, besides Christine, it’s got to be look-

ing good for the soccer team and during pre-

season pool workouts with all the other teams. I 

had to look good in the bikini.  All joking aside 

my real inspiration comes from you, Moose, I’m 

really inspired when you work our practices.  

MT: What are the strengths the team relies 

on for success this season?

CP: Good looks, refined skill, and we’re loud.

HS: Definitely our short skirts

CP: We’re loud!

HS: We’re loud, proud and positive!

CP: We have some international players and 

coaches that contribute a lot.

HS: We communicate well on and off the 

field.

CP: We whack balls with hard sticks.

MT: Is it awkward to run in skirts?

CP: No, it provides great mobility. There is 

decreased chaffing and you are able to obtain 

full run stride. It is best performance for the 

best ladies.

HS: Anything that allows me to wear spandex. 

I love spandex. 

MT: A lot of athletes do something to get 

themselves pumped and ready for competi-

tive play. Do you have any crazy ways you 

get up for games?

HS: I guess our ritual would have to be a little 

something we call psych. Two people on the 

team are designated per game to do something 

to get the team pumped. Personally, all I have 

to do is listen to a little JT or Jimi Hendrix and 

I’m ready to roll.

CP: We have a pump up mix that is made by 

the different teams each year. Also we have 

psyches before our games.

MT: Now it’s time for this week’s “I can’t 

wait for fall break” question of the week.  

This week’s question: When grocery shop-

ping, do you prefer paper or plastic? 

HS: Paper, of course; this is Oberlin. 

However, this summer I brought my own 

grocery bags to the store. I have to do my 

part to fight global warming, it is really 

happening.  

CP: Paper... recycling obviously.

Interview by Moose Terry

Photo courtesy of Christine Politis

I N  T H E  L O C K E R  R O O M  Christine & Holly

Christine Politis and Holly Sloofman

Junior Abigail “Prunie” Brox 

scored the only goal in the game; it 

was her fourth goal of the season. 

Unfortunately, Oberlin was again out-

shot 9-14, a problem the team has been 

trying to correct all season. 

The game against Kenyon was 

almost the complete opposite. The 

Yeowomen outshot Kenyon 20-17 

and had the advantage in corners 14-

11. Oberlin took more shots against 

Kenyon than in any other game this 

season. “We had lots of opportunities 

but we just could not get the ball in the 

cage,” said Malinowski. 

The Ladies scored both their 

goals in the first half as Lauren Keiling 

scored the team’s first goal and 

Caroline Graham soon followed with 

the second. Oberlin was not able to 

answer in the second half. Malinowski 

had six saves in the game but could not 

repeat the performance of the previous 

two games. 

Kenyon improved to 6-2 in the 

conference while Oberlin fell to 4-3. 

The win for Kenyon helped stretch 

its lead in the standings as Oberlin is 

now tied for second with three other 

teams. 

The Yeowomen’s next game is 

at home against Wittenberg University 

on Saturday, Oct. 13 at 2 p.m. In the 

past Oberlin has had difficulty playing 

Wittenberg at home: “We haven’t been 

able to beat them,” said Malinowski. A 

loss to Wittenberg would put Oberlin 

in second-to-last place. If Oberlin can 

come out shooting, as it did against 

Kenyon, it should have no problem. 

FH Tied for Second in NCAC

Zach Donnelly Krall
Staff Writer

If the Oberlin College football 

team has given you the feeling of déjà 

vu, do not worry, it is understand-

able.  For the second time in as many 

weeks, the Yeomen won not only a 

conference game, but also an individ-

ual award. Senior Chase Palmer was 

again named the North Coast Athletic 

Conference Player of the Week.

After starting 0-3 in three tough 

non-conference games, the Yeomen 

defense has stepped up in both confer-

ence games, allowing half as many 

points per game as during the non-

conference schedule.

You might ask, “What is the 

key to the recent Yeomen success?” 

The answer can be summed up in one 

word: Intensity.

“Our intensity is very important 

right now,” said Palmer.  “Practice is 

intense – film intense – and we con-

stantly have intensity on our minds.”

The Yeomen defense had nine 

players with at least six tackles against 

Denison this past Saturday. Seven 

players combined for eight sacks on 

the day, led by a pair from junior Kris 

DeVant.

The Yeomen offense also came 

out firing as it scored touchdowns on 

three straight possessions following 

first-year kicker Zach Richard’s open-

ing field goal.

Junior RV Carroll scored the first 

Yeomen touchdown when he broke 

free for a 30-yard run. After forcing a 

punt, the Yeomen got back in the end 

zone on a 59-yard bomb from junior 

quarterback Greg Mangan to senior 

wide receiver Cassius Harris.

Trailing 17-0, Denison struck 

back and found the end zone with a 

nine-play drive.  Oberlin, though, see-

ing the Big Red get back in the game, 

responded in the best way possible:

with a touchdown.

Carroll broke away for another 

huge run, this time for 42 yards, and 

was brought down at the one-yard line. 

On the very next play, Carroll finished 

what he started by pounding his way 

into the end zone, giving the Yeomen 

a 24-7 lead after one quarter.

In the second quarter, both 

teams’ defenses clamped down with 

the exception of one Yeomen drive 

when Mangan again connected with 

Harris for a touchdown, this time a 

22-yard strike.

The second half, however, saw a 

whole new game. Denison’s defense 

became stalwart, holding the Yeomen 

to just three more points the rest of 

the game.

Midway through the third quar-

ter, Denison got back into the game 

with a pair of touchdowns. Oberlin 

blocked both extra point attempts and 

held a 12-point lead going into the 

fourth.

Denison scored another touch-

down with just under four minutes 

to play in the game and converted 

the two-point try following the score, 

bringing itself within seven.

Oberlin got one first down on the 

next possession and needed just one 

more to be able to run out the clock 

and hold on for the win. Unfortunately, 

the Yeomen committed three penalties 

for 20 yards and were forced to punt, 

bringing the game to a nail-biting 

finish.

Palmer came up huge for the 

Yeomen as he intercepted a pass to 

seal the Yeomen victory 34-27.

The win brings the Yeomen 

to 2-3 overall and 2-0 in NCAC 

play. Oberlin is home this weekend 

against Earlham College. The game 

is Saturday, Oct. 13 at 1 p.m., and fan 

support could be a huge factor for the 

Yeomen.

“This weeks crowd is extremely 

important!” said Palmer. “We have 

had fantastic support this far into 

the season, but we are now fighting 

for a conference championship. It is 

extremely helpful to have conference 

champion support in the stands.”

Football Starts Out Strong, Holds on to Win over Denison 34-27

Continued from page 20
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Asishana Osho
Staff Writer

This week, the Oberlin volleyball team 

was eager to claim a victory as the women 

worked to end their five-game losing streak. 

The first chance to set things right came 

on October 5 at an away game against the 

Allegheny Gators. Having already lost twice 

to the Gators this season, the Yeowomen 

looked to take the first step toward leveling 

things out with their rivals from Meadville, 

PA. It was a conference game and valuable 

points were at stake.

Unfortunately, things didn’t start up well 

for the Yeowomen and for most of the first 

period it seemed like it would be an early 

night for both teams. Allegheny started the 

game in pole position as the opponents went 

out to an early lead. The Gators quickly broke 

away from the Yeowomen and claimed the 

first frame in a 30-21 victory.

Oberlin stepped things up in the second 

frame as the Yeowomen hit their hosts with 

impressive plays. The good start helped 

Oberlin to a 30-28 victory as the players 

made it clear that they would not be written 

off. Backed by the home supporters, howev-

er, Allegheny was able to scrape victories in 

the last two sets. Oberlin played hard in both 

of them, taking things to 30-27 and 30-28 

in the third and fourth frames. Sophomore 

Rita Kaplon led Oberlin on the right as she 

totaled 24 assists and a .235 hitting average. 

The loss put Oberlin at 3-14 for the season 

and 0-7 in conference action.

With six straight losses, the Yeowomen 

were now more eager than ever to claim 

a victory. The Hiram match on October 

6 provided an opportunity for them to do 

that, It was a full day for Oberlin, who also 

played Cuyahoga Community College later 

in the day.

In the opener, Oberlin fell to Hiram, 

extending the loss tally to seven. Hiram 

appeared to be the better team from start 

to finish as it breezed past the Yeomen in 

three straight sets: 30-23, 30-22, and 30-21. 

First-year Melissa DeLombaert boasted an 

impressive .400 hitting percentage in the 

Hiram tie. 

It was a different story in the second 

game of the day as Oberlin went up against 

Cuyahoga Community College. The Oberlin 

players in the middle really stepped things 

up for that contest as Oberlin went on to win 

the game in three straight sets:  30-18, 30-14 

and 30-17.

Sophomore co-captain Tammela Platt 

voiced her delight with the team’s prog-

ress, saying, “Our middles are improving a 

lot. We’re doing a much better job setting 

for them and getting them involved in the 

game.”

DeLombaert was one of the middle 

players who stepped things up, racking up 

seven kills on 21 attempts. 

With that win, Oberlin broke its seven 

game losing streak. The victory comes at 

a crucial time as the team prepares to dive 

into the second half of the season. Junior 

Amanda Van Allen informed that regard-

less of the poor show up until this point, the 

Yeowomen are out to turn things around in 

the second half of the season.

“We are focusing on making the second 

half of the season better than the first half,” 

said Van Allen. “We will be going through 

conference a second time, and we are look-

ing forward to sticking it to everyone. We 

know they are all scared of us. We just have 

to pull out the wins!”

The Yeowomen improved to 4-15 over-

all and 0-8 in conference action. Oberlin 

plays next away against nationally ranked 

Wittenberg University in a game that Platt 

hopes “will be fun.” The Wittenberg game 

is at 8 p.m. tonight.

Volleyball Defeats Cuyahoga to End Losing Streak

student-athletes,” said Hollenbeck.

According to club sports leaders, inequality between club 

and varsity sports severely jeopardizes the health and safety of 

students. While varsity athletes have access to a staff trainer, club 

athletes have only a captain’s prognosis and a limited medical kit 

provided to some teams by Student Health to treat bone-crunching 

tackles, swollen eyes, pulled muscles or head-to-head collisions.

With injuries commonplace in sports, team captains say 

they are forced to make health decisions no student, teammate 

or friend should have to consider. Since they organize the team 

line-up, deciding whether or not to allow injured athletes to play 

falls on the captains’ shoulders. Since there are no trainers and 

Student Health is limited in its assistance, captains say there are 

few viable options.

“It is a liability issue,” said senior Ilana Garcia-Grossman, 

captain of the women’s Ultimate Frisbee team. “There are daily 

occurrences of injuries. I want to be there for them but it is a hard 

decision. I may guess what their injury is [incorrectly] and tell 

them they should continue.”

Another common diagnosis method is the “locker room 

poll,” which captains say is common among club sports teams. If 

there is an injury that the captain does not know about, he or she 

will poll the team to see if anyone has had a similar injury.

Teams are starting to take matters into their own hands. Kate 

explained that she had women’s rugby players fill out their own 

medical history and insurance forms so the team could have a 

better idea of injuries.

“We want to be prepared to be as safe as possible, but we can 

only go so far as students,” Kate said.

The other major issue for club sports is the lack of transpor-

tation. Bus prices force teams to drive personal vehicles to their 

away games. Captains say that fatigue from waking early and 

playing multiple games makes the late night drives home poten-

tially dangerous.

“We’re driving long hours when we are tired,” said Garcia-

Grossman. “There have been incidents with our own cars.”

Garcia-Grossman recalled an instance two years ago in the 

fall when one car left at four in the morning and crashed with a 

semi-truck. Though no one was killed, three people suffered con-

cussions and one was helicoptered out, unconscious.

Limited medical kits and transportation resources are par-

tially due to a limited budget. The Student Finance Committee 

allocates $5,000 a year to each club sport. While this may sound 

significant, captains say that it barely covers equipment and prac-

tice costs. This year SFC decided to enact a 12 percent budget cut 

to club sports, dropping funds to a maximum $4,400.

The Athletic Department forks out $500 a year to club 

sports, an amount Kate and company said is given to varsity teams 

for one away game.

The budget lands particularly hard on ice hockey. Hollenbeck 

explained that it costs the team $300 per practice in an Elyria ice 

hockey rink.

“We can’t really ever afford to practice,” Hollenbeck said.

However, Hollenbeck admits that there is uncertainty about 

whether club sports fall in the category of student life or athletics. 

Clearing this ambiguity could help decide how club sports will 

address their problem in the future.

“What we are afraid about is [that] the meetings [will] dete-

riorate and mean nothing,” said Kate.

Hollenbeck feels that it will come down to what people are 

willing to sacrifice. Could club sports players give up the free-

doms of a student-run organization to gain athletic equality?

Club leaders are eager to press on despite this uncertainty. 

Garcia-Grossman sees the fight for club sports as an issue that 

will affect the next generation of players and is eager to imple-

ment changes.

“Nothing infuriates me more than watching a girl bleed, 

and seeing two girls administer tests to her. Immediately I think, 

should I take her to Student Health or Allen? It is not our respon-

sibility to have our friends’ fate in our hands,” she said.

After fall break, Student Life and the Athletic Department 

will sit down and talk about where club sports fall in the college 

lifestyle. Kate, Hollenbeck and Garcia-Grossman hope President 

Marvin Krislov will be there as well. They are confident that 

Krislov, a proud club sports supporter with a background in health 

and wellness and extensive experience as a lawyer, can help turn 

around the situation.

“We want to expand facilities, have new trainers and get a 

fleet of busses,” said Kate. We have the support and we have the 

manpower behind us with Student Life, the Athletic Department, 

alumni and the trustees. We are pursuing action with each one to 

achieve our common goals.”

If club sports have come this far in three weeks, there is hope 

for them in the future. After all, 350 students are counting on it.

Club Sports Desire Trainers, Transportation

Women’s Soccer
Conference Overall

W L T Pct. W L T Pct.

 Ohio Wesleyan 2 0 1 .833 6 3 3 .625

 Denison 2 0 0 1.000 9 3 0 .750

 Wittenberg 1 0 1 .750 10 2 1 .808

 Wooster 1 1 1 .500 9 3 1 .731

 Kenyon 1 1 1 .500 5 4 2 .545

 Earlham 1 1 0 .500 9 2 1 .792

 Allegheny 1 1 0 .500 3 5 1 .389

 Hiram 0 2 0 .000 8 5 0 .615

 Oberlin 0 3 0 .000 2 7 1 .250

Volleyball
Conference Overall

W L Pct. W L Pct.

 Wittenberg 6 0 1.000 22 0 1.000

 Hiram 7 1 .875 18 3 .857

 Wooster 5 3 .625 10 12 .455

 Denison 3 4 .429 9 9 .500

 Ohio Wesleyan 3 4 .429 10 11 .476

 Allegheny 3 5 .375 10 10 .500

 Earlham 2 5 .286 8 11 .421

 Oberlin 0 6 .000 3 12 .200

 Kenyon 0 0 .000 0 3 .000

Field Hockey
Conference Overall

W L Pct. W L Pct.

 Kenyon 5 2 .174 6 7 .462

 Oberlin 4 2 .667 5 5 .500

 Ohio Wesleyan 4 3 .571 7 4 .636

 Wooster 4 3 .571 5 5 .500

 Denison 4 3 .571 5 8 .385

 Wittenberg 3 3 .500 6 5 .545

 Earlham 0 8 .000 2 8 .200

Football
Conference Overall

W L Pct. W L Pct.

 Wabash 3 0 1.000 5 0 1.000

 Wittenberg 2 0 1.000 4 1 .800

 Oberlin 2 0 1.000 2 3 .400

 Allgeheny 1 1 .500 3 2 .600

 Kenyon 1 1 .500 2 3 .400

 Wooster 1 1 .500 1 4 .200

 Ohio Wesleyan 1 2 .333 1 4 .200

 Denison 0 2 .000 1 4 .200

 Earlham 0 2 .000 1 4 .200

 Hiram 0 2 .00 0 5 .000

Men’s Soccer
Conference Overall

W L T Pct. W L T Pct.

 Wittenberg 3 0 0 1.000 9 2 1 .792

 Kenyon 3 1 0 .7450 10 2 0 .833

 Wooster 2 1 1 .625 6 3 1 .650

 Ohio Wesleyan 2 1 0 .667 9 3 0 .750

 Allegheny 2 1 0 .667 7 4 0 .636

 Oberlin 1 2 1 .375 6 4 3 .577

 Hiram 1 2 0 .333 9 2 1 .792

 Denison 1 2 0 .333 7 3 1 .682

 Earlham 1 2 0 .333 4 8 0 .333

 Wabash 0 4 0 .000 2 10 0 .167

Standings
Emma Clohessy
Staff Writer

After four years at the helm, Head Coach Ray Appenheimer 

has set high standards for his cross country team’s performances. 

While he felt last Friday’s All-Ohio Championship meet at Ohio 

Wesleyan University did not go according to plan, Oberlin still 

had a decent showing.

“Given the way the team has trained thus far in the year, I 

thought that the women would place second overall and the men sev-

enth. We placed fourth and tenth respectively,” Appenheimer said.

The meet, which was held in Delaware, OH, included teams 

from all three athletic divisions. The Yeomen finished right 

in the middle of the Division III pack, placing tenth out of 20 

teams. The women had an even more impressive finish, com-

ing in fourth out of 22 D-III teams. Additionally, the Yeomen 

and Yeowomen were 23rd of 39 and 15th of 44 teams overall, 

respectively.

Despite falling a little short of the goal their coach had set, 

the Oberlin women finished in front of all the teams in their 

conference that were represented at the meet, with the exception 

of Ohio Wesleyan University. The men held off two conference 

competitors, Wooster and Wittenberg.  

As far as individual finishes go, junior Ryan King led the 

men with a time of 28:16, which was good enough for 29th place 

among Division III runners. For the women, first-year Joanna 

Johnson finished an impressive fourth place in her division with 

a time of 19:57. Not only did Johnson finish first among runners 

on the Oberlin team; her fourth place was the highest finish in the 

North Coast Athletic Conference. Additionally, Johnson was rec-

ognized for her efforts by more than just the Oberlin community: 

she was named Player of the Week by the NCAC.

Other top finishers for the women included senior Marie 

Barnett (20:38), junior Nicky Ouellet (20:42), senior Alison 

Doniger (21:31), first-year Julia Beebe (21:53), senior Alexandra 

Petek (22:10) and first-year Erica Grohol (22:18). On the men’s 

side, King was followed by first-years Albert Davila (28:39) and  

Justin Warner (28:59); juniors Collin Anderson (29:01), Everett 

Schlawin (29:31) and Conor Doss (29:44) and senior Andrew 

Pike (30:28).

“It was pretty lackluster across the board,” said Doniger, 

referring to the team’s performance. However, she expressed 

confidence in its ability to rebound from a disappointing meet: 

“I know we are better than [OWU] and we will beat them in the 

conference race. Maybe this is just the mental slap in the face we 

need to get ourselves in gear.”

Coach Appenheimer remained upbeat despite the slight set-

back, saying, “I know the character of this team. This is a team 

full of goal-oriented, successful people. They’re winners and 

that’s what’s going to define us as we enter the championship 

phase of the year.”

The Yeomen and Yeowomen compete next at Calvin 

College this Saturday at 11 a.m.

Women Finish Fourth, Men Tenth at All-Ohio

Continued from page 20
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On Deck
Saturday, October 13

Cross country at Calvin, 11 a.m.

Football vs. Earlham, 1 p.m.

Women’s soccer at Wittenberg, 1 p.m.

Volleyball at Earlham, 1 p.m.

Men’s soccer vs. Wittenberg, 2 p.m.

Tuesday, October 16
Women’s soccer vs. Kenyon, 3:30 p.m.

Volleyball at Ohio Wesleyan, 7 p.m.

Thursday, October 18
Women’s soccer vs. Allegheny, 3:30 p.m.

Friday, October 19
Volleyball at Wooster, 7 p.m.

Saturday, October 20
Volleyball at Thiel Tournament 1 p.m.

Football at Wabash College, 1 p.m.

Women’s soccer at Wooster, 1 p.m.

Volleyball vs. Chatham (at Thiel), 1 p.m.

Men’s soccer at Hiram, 2 p.m.

Volleyball at Thiel, 3 p.m.

Wednesday, October 24
Men’s soccer vs. Kenyon, 4 p.m.

Women’s soccer at Hiram, 4:30 p.m.

Volleyball vs. Denison, 7 p.m.

Saturday, October 27
Cross country at NCAC Championships 

(Kenyon), noon

Men’s soccer vs. Wabash, noon

Volleyball vs. Hiram, noon

Football at Wittenberg, 1 p.m.

Women’s soccer vs. Fredonia, 2:30 p.m.

Tuesday, October 30
Volleyball vs. Notre Dame, 8 p.m.

Jeremy Simon
Staff Writer

It was a rough week for the Oberlin 

Men’s soccer team as it lost two confer-

ence match-ups and two starters. Now 

Oberlin faces a string of must-win games 

if it hopes to qualify for the conference 

tournament.

On October 6, the Yeomen traveled 

to Earlham looking to win their second 

conference match of the season. Trailing 

at the half, the Yeomen managed to equal-

ize on a goal from first-year forward Evan 

Atwell, assisted by sophomore Skyler 

Dum. Oberlin went into overtime with 

momentum, but the Quakers walked away 

with a 2-1 victory, scoring six and a half 

minutes into the extra period.

Statistically, the Yeomen dominated 

the match, leading in shots 16-12 and 

controlling the corner kick figure 11-1. 

However, the loss dropped Oberlin to 1-

2-1 in North Coast Athletic Conference 

play. 

The worst losses occurred on the 

injury front. The Yeomen lost first-year 

keeper Zach Lipschultz for the season with 

a broken leg during the match. This week 

also saw the Yeomen officially lose junior 

midfielder Zach Lewis for the season due 

to a chronic knee injury. 

Down two starters, Oberlin looked to 

bounce back when it traveled to Denison 

University on October 10 to face the Big 

Red.

Last year, Denison eliminated the 

Yeomen from the conference tournament 

by a 2-0 score line. With the wound of the 

loss still fresh, Oberlin was keen to seek 

revenge. Redemption wasn’t in the cards, 

however, as the Yeomen were downed by 

Denison 1-0 in Granville, OH.

Junior Derrick Bean put in a strong 

performance in place of Lipschultz, but the 

Big Red scored in the 39th minute and held 

on for the shutout win. Bean, starting his 

third game this season, faced six shots and 

held strong against the formidable Denison 

squad. Five Yeomen managed shots, and 

senior Sam Zackheim paced the team with 

four, but none found the back of the net. 

Falling to 1-3-1 on the season, the 

Yeomen’s playoff hopes took a drastic 

hit this week, and they look to get back 

on track this weekend when they return to 

Fred Shults Field to face nationally ranked 

Wittenberg University.

Alia Kate
Women’s Rugby Captain

This is a weekly feature compiled and sub-

mitted by club sports.

Oct. 4, Club Sports Meeting with Athletics 

Department. 

Joe Karlgaard, Betsy Bruce and Eric 

Lahetta; Senators; Club Sports Reps in atten-

dance. Resulted in Athletics signing Club 

Sports’ letter to support access to trainers and 

transportation.

Oct. 4, Trustee Forum. 

More than 180 uniformed club sports ath-

letes helped make this year’s Student-Trustee 

Forum one of the best-attended forums in recent 

memory. 

Oct 6, Women’s Rugby: Recurring Quad 

Injury. 

Player self-diagnosed her injured quad two 

weeks prior to this away game. Despite having 

sat out one week, player thought she was fit 

enough to play. Within 15 minutes of playing, 

she re-strained her previous injury. Currently 

the player is asking teammates for physical 

therapy rehab advice and is not sure if she will 

be able to play for the rest of the season.

Oct. 6, Women’s Rugby: Transportation 

Malfunction. 

Halfway to away game in Clarion, PA, 

car started shaking and smoke poured out of 

the back of the vehicle. Car full of five players 

(including two captains) was stranded on the 

side of the road while a teammate drove the 

hour and a half to rescue them.

Oct 6, Men’s Rugby: Untreated Ankle 

Injury. 

Player continued to play with ankle brace 

after having rolled his ankle during last season. 

Player has never had the injury properly diag-

nosed. According to the team’s captain, the 

ankle looked like a “purple grapefruit.”

Oct. 6, Women’s Frisbee: Recurring Knee 

Injury. 

Player re-injured her knee, which has been 

injured multiple times in the past two years of 

frisbee games. Player tried playing later in the 

game after which she realized the seriousness of 

her injury and is now seeking orthopedic care.

Oct. 6, Women’s Rugby: Broken Foot. 

Player rolled her ankle after dodging a 

tackle in an away game. Player self-diagnosed 

it as an ankle injury and decided to sit out, ice 

and elevate. When no swelling occurred and she 

was still limping three days later, she sought an 

outside orthopedic opinion. X-rays revealed a 

broken navicula.

Oct. 6, Men’s Frisbee: Recurring Ankle 

Sprain. 

Team captain gave player physical therapy 

advice based on his own previous ankle inju-

ries.

Oct 6, Men’s Rugby: Dislocated Shoulder. 

One of John Carroll’s players dislocated 

his shoulder. Despite trying to walk himself to 

Allen Hospital, the pain proved to be too much, 

and a spectator drove him the rest of the way.

Oct 6-7, Women’s Frisbee: Ankle Sprain. 

During the home tournament, one player 

from OU and one from OWU badly sprained 

their ankles. There were no medical profes-

sionals present so they were both sent to Allen 

for diagnosis. One was driven off the field in 

a personal car and the other was picked up by 

an ambulance. An Oberlin player also mildly 

sprained her ankle. She sat out for a game, 

then taped her own ankle and continued to play 

intermittently.

Oct. 7, SAAC Meeting. 

Student Athletics Advisory Committee 

appointed four club sports reps and created 

sub-committee dedicated to helping Club Sports 

achieve its goals. SAAC unanimously signed 

letter in support of Club Sports’ access to trainer 

and transportation. OC SAAC is the only one in 

the conference, and one of the first in the nation, 

to include Club Sports athletes.

Oct. 7, Men’s Frisbee: Pulled Groin. 

At home game, player self-taped groin 

based on previous aggravation. Mid-tourna-

ment, he pulled the same muscle and sat out the 

rest of the game.

Oct. 7, Men’s Frisbee: Bloody Mouth. 

Player received a disc to the mouth and left 

the field due to mild bleeding. Ice and gauze 

from the team’s med-kit were applied to his 

bleeding lip. After controlling the blood flow, 

player went back in and continued to play.

Oct. 8, Meeting with Provost. 

Club Sports reps met with Al MacKay to 

seek his guidance in their campaign. Another 

meeting has been set for after fall break to 

discuss financial matters associated with Club 

Sports’ requests for trainers and transporta-

tion. Expected attendance includes Provost Al 

MacKay, Dean of Students Linda Gates, Athletic 

Director Joe Karlgaard, Student Union Director 

Chris Baymiller, Student Senators, SAAC sub-

committee reps and Club Sports reps.

Oct. 8, Women’s Rugby: Split Forehead. 

Player went into shock after splitting open 

her forehead during weekly practice. Despite 

profuse bleeding, she managed to walk to Allen 

Hospital, where she received 13 stitches on the 

inside of the wound and seven stitches on the 

outside.

Oct. 10, Men’s Rugby: Sprained Knee. 

Player finally received diagnosis on knee 

injury after reviewing the results of an MRI. 

This diagnosis comes three and a half weeks 

after the time of injury. It is unknown if this 

player will require surgery.

Club Sports Counter

Drew Williamson
Staff Writer

In another frustrating match on the road, the Yeowomen fell 

to Earlham College 1-3 on Saturday, Oct. 6. Oberlin gained the 

lead first with a goal by first-year midfielder Lois Immerman, 

assisted by sophomore midfielder Kate Berry-Millett. Earlham 

equalized eight minutes later through an extremely unlucky own 

goal on a corner. In general, the Yeowomen dominated the first 

half, with seven shots to Earlham’s four.

At the end of the first half, the score was tied at 1-1 and 

would remain this way until the 64th minute of the contest, 

when Earlham’s Callie Thompson scored. After the goal, the 

Yeowomen regrouped and battled back in an attempt to level 

the score. Their hopes were dashed, however, when Earlham’s 

Karman Duchon increased her team’s lead to two after she put 

in a penalty kick.

Though the score shows domination by Earlham, the game 

was much closer than the final score suggests. Both teams took 

12 shots, forcing Earlham and Oberlin’s sophomore goalkeeper 

Sarah Grabinski to make seven and eight saves, respectively. 

Earlham did, however, hold the advantage on corner kicks with 

five to Oberlin’s two. Earlham also held the advantage in a dif-

ferent area: fouls. Earlham was called for nearly three times as 

many fouls as Oberlin with 15 to the Yeowomen’s 6.

The junior class stood out this game, with juniors Ariel 

Kahrl and Caitlin Millford taking two shots apiece while class-

mates Joelle Sesar and Leah McElhatton took three shots and 

one shot, respectively.

The Yeowomen have faced numerous setbacks in the form 

of injuries during the season. Most pressing for their upcoming 

game on Saturday is the question of who will play goalkeeper. 

Both Grabinski and sophomore Christie Zelnik have been unable 

to practice this week. 

Zelnik has been suffering from a knee injury and Grabinski 

has recently fallen ill. “We’re lucky we have no games this 

week. Hopefuly Christie will be back,” said Berry-Millett. As a 

stopgap measure, first-year midfielder/defender Kate Zipin has 

been practicing goalkeeper.

The next game for the Yeowomen is against Wittenberg 

University, in Springfield, OH. The match will take place at 1 

p.m. tomorrow.

Sure, in 1995 Ken Griffey Jr., Randy Johnson, 

Alex Rodriguez and Edgar Martinez were the 

backbone of a talented Mariners team just several 

hours north of me, but my heart lay in Cleveland. 

Few teams could match the Indians’ talented 

lineup of Jim Thome, Kenny Lofton, Manny 

Ramirez and Carlos Baerga. Few could contend 

with a pitching staff led by Charles Nagy, Orel 

Hershiser and the infamous Jose Mesa. And few 

had an x-factor equivalent to Albert Belle, whose 

memorable hunched-over batting stance brought 

him 50 homeruns.

Today I can hardly watch a full baseball 

game without becoming somewhat disinterested, 

but when I was a little fourth grader, I anxiously 

awaited the chilly October evenings so I could 

watch the Indians. Sitting in a chair in the liv-

ing room next to a roaring fire, I watched every 

pitch intently through the large lenses of my 

flatly shaped glasses. When there were breaks in 

the action, I took my miniature wooden baseball 

bat and practiced imitating the swings of all my 

favorite Cleveland players, particularly Belle. You 

could say my infatuation with the Indians lasted 

until Belle left for the White Sox in 1997 (although 

I eventually lost interest).

It was a sad time in the Mullaley house when 

the Indians lost to the Atlanta Braves in the 1995 

World Series, four games to two. It took me a 

while to get over this deep pain, but I looked 

toward the 1996 season with optimism. When 

they bowed out in the first round to the Baltimore 

Orioles and then Albert Belle was traded, I started 

to lose interest in Cleveland. A trip to the World 

Series again in 1997 with a different squad could 

not renew my previous love for Cleveland. That 

1995 team was one of a kind. As the years went by, 

those glorious Cleveland days slowly faded away. 

I was not into baseball as much and I only caught 

Baseball Tonight on ESPN every once in awhile.

Things changed this year, though. If you’ve 

been in Ohio for a long period of time, people’s 

infatuation with Ohio sports teams start to rub 

off on you. Therefore, when I found out that 

Cleveland advanced to the playoffs, I started pull-

ing for the team again because deep down, I had 

always wanted it to win a ring.

As Manny Ramirez returns to Cleveland next 

week, Indian fans should not forget his contribu-

tion to a memorable part of the franchise’s history. 

But one should not dwell on the past. I have real-

ized that while those years that I loved the Indians 

are long gone — and so too are the years of a much 

simpler life — a new Indians team is catching the 

state and nation by storm. This could be its year.

Go Indians.

Men’s Soccer Scoring Woes
Continue, Lose Two Straight

Indians’ Domination During Mid-
’90s Reminds of a Simpler Time

Women’s Soccer Falls to Earlham on the Road 3-1

Continued from page 20
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Club Sports Tackle Trustees

Zachary Lewis
Sports Editor

The gods of Midwestern Ultimate 

Frisbee found themselves in a world entire-

ly foreign, ruled by Horsecows, battling 

for the title of Force Freedom Tournament 

champions.

Fourteen teams of titans took to North 

Fields to see who could best break through 

the fortified defensive lines to advance the 

plastic disc into the other team’s end zone. 

In the end, it was Oberlin’s Horsecows, 

defending their grazing ground, that 

bucked the title of champions away from 

rival Ball State in the final, 15-11.

“It felt really really good to finally 

win a huge tournament….It’s the first time 

it has ever happened,” said junior Mike 

“Noodles” Dirda.

Apparent throughout the weekend 

was the constant support of the Oberlin 

community. “Having fans and the march-

ing band, and OSteel come out and stuff, it 

was an unbelievable experience,” Noodles 

commented. 

The tournament included national 

powerhouses Syracuse University and 

Michigan State University alongside divi-

sional rivals Ohio Wesleyan University, 

Case Western Reserve University, Earlham 

College, Muskingum College and John 

Carroll University. 

Oberlin fielded two competitive teams 

in the men’s tournament. Oberlin’s A team 

was placed in a pool with Case, John Carroll 

and Syracuse B, while the Horsecows’ B 

squad lined up against OWU, Wright State 

and Western Michigan University.

Unfortunately, the B team could not 

muster the points necessary to win. They 

ended the tournament 0-3, but the experi-

ence will help their development as players 

for future Horsecows A squad.

The A squad, on the other hand, played 

like a gaing of warrior poets throughout the 

tournament as it slaughtered its opponents 

with the grace and skill necessary to best 

an Ultimate opposition. It outscored all 

three group opponents 39-10 on day one 

to give the squad the top spot in the group 

and a bye in the first round of the knockout 

phase, advancing to the quarterfinals to 

face off against Western Michigan, which 

dismissed the Oberlin B squad with a score 

of 13-4.

Seeking revenge for their fallen com-

rades, the Cows put Western Michigan’s 

head into the guillotine before ending their 

tournament hopes with the score of 15-11. 

The victory brought the team that much 

closer to the title, but next in its way stood 

powerhouse Syracuse University in the 

semifinals.

Syracuse, who was also undefeated 

at that point in the tournament, stood no 

chance against an Oberlin side determined 

to fill one of the compartments of its stom-

ach with the scalp of another opponent. 

The match, ending with a score of 

15-11, advanced the Horsecows to the 

final of the tournament. In their path stood 

Ball State University, which had not let 

up more than 12 points in a contest. In the 

championship game, it was mandatory to 

win by two and hit a target number of 15 

scores.

Galloping, bucking and mooing, the 

Horsecows established a lead that stuck 

throughout the contest, taking home the 

Force Freedom Tournament by a 15-11 

score as they defended their grazing green 

for another year.  

“Ball State played hard for awhile, 

then gave up when they realized we are 

the better team. We’re that good!” Noodles 

said enthusiastically.

Throughout the tournament, it was 

apparent that certain individuals played 

their hearts out. According to Noodles, 

“Sam ‘Quatch’ Kitross-Schnell tore up the 

competition. He was sick nasty.” Also, co-

captains “Dan ‘Smums’ Lesser and Axis 

‘Bold as Love’ Sivitz really played their 

hearts out. It was their last home tourna-

ment. It was nice to win it for them.”  

Having protected their turf, the Cows 

will look to expand their territory eastward 

this coming weekend, October 13-14, at 

Case Western Reserve University’s Prof. 

Phil W. Morrison Memorial/CWRUL 

tournament. 

Dharam Khalsa
Staff Writer

“We have to take it one game 

at a time,” said field hockey coach 

Deb Ranieri on the rest of the sea-

son. The team has only five games 

remaining, all of them against con-

ference opponents. They had an 

up and down week, first defeating 

Denison University 1-0 and then 

falling to first place Kenyon 0-2.

The Oberlin squad played a 

tough defensive game against 

Denison. The defense, led by senior 

tri-captain and senior goalkeeper 

Lauren Malinowski, had another 

excellent game. Malinowski had 11 

saves, including one coming off of 

a penalty stroke. Her play helped 

the Yeowomen record their second 

shutout in a row, and the North 

Coast Athletic Conference named 

her one of its Players of the Week. 

“I kind of wanted to be Player 

of the Week before I graduated but 

it was not just me who shut those 

teams out; it was the whole team,” 

said Malinowski.

Ranieri was pleased with the 

play of her non-starters since “they 

really stepped it up.” This effort that 

the Yeowomen showed should help 

the team as it heads into the con-

ference playoffs, where tired legs 

become a factor and a whole team 

effort is a necessity. 

Horsecows Defeat Ball State for Ultimate Title

Field Hockey Prepares for Final Stretch

Mike Mullaley
Sports Editor

The Class Trustee Open Forum 

was a meeting to remember for club 

sports participants and enthusiasts. 

Appealing to the trustees was a step 

forward in the 14 teams’ effort to 

achieve athletic equality.

The board members were wel-

comed by an overflowing King 

lecture hall. Those who could not 

find a seat doubled up or filled the 

aisles. Among the sea of people were 

approximately 180 club sports play-

ers dressed in their respective team 

jerseys, assuring that their demands 

for what they see as basic health and 

safety measures were not only heard, 

but seen.

“We made a real impact on 

them,” said senior Alia Kate, the 

president of the rugby team, who 

delivered the speech. “They were 

very keen on what we said and did 

not really realize the extent of the 

problem.”

Club Sports’ letter to the editor, 

published in the Review the follow-

ing day, addressed their two main 

concerns and asked for continued 

support from students and faculty. 

The teams are “requesting access 

to professionals trained in sports 

medicine” and “access to team trans-

portation to and from club sport-

ing events.” According to the let-

ter, insufficient funding has placed 

immense and unfair responsibility on 

the team captains, as they have been 

forced to play the roles of doctors 

and transportation providers.

The forum was the latest in a 

three-week whirlwind of meetings 

with individuals and organizations, 

including Student Senate, Student 

Union, Student-Athlete Advisory 

Committee, Athletic Director Joe 

Karlgaard and Director of Recreation 

Betsy Bruce.

The recent movement is more 

unified now than in the past. Kate 

explained that previously, senior cap-

tains have occasionally spoken out 

when a player was injured, asking 

the club advisor to dig up the issue 

about having trainers. However, the 

issue was always forgotten by the 

time the captain graduated.

This school year, the teams have 

made it a priority to work together. 

“It is by far the most organized the 

club sports have been, all 350 of us,” 

said junior ice hockey president and 

captain Matt Hollenbeck.

As both a club sport and varsity 

sport athlete, Hollenbeck understands 

what having a trainer is like and feels 

that the situation is unfair.

“It is kind of absurd [which] 

sports are varsity and [which] aren’t 

and what treatments you get. Just 

because there is ‘club’ in front of 

our names doesn’t make us any less 

The Cleveland Indians are win-

ning again in the postseason. It has 

been a six-year drought since their last 

playoff appearance and nine since their 

last series win, but they have finally 

given their beloved fans something 

to talk about other than their sub-par 

performances.

With Oberlin’s close proximity 

to Jacobs Field, it feels as if Indian 

fever has taken over the campus. Hats, 

t-shirts and jackets have become more 

prominent, while excited discussions 

about attending Game 4 in Cleveland 

have replaced the usual midterm jar-

gon. Stories of junior baseball player 

and die-hard Indian (and Oberlin men’s 

soccer) fan Brian Verne nearly coming 

to tears after the Tribe blew Game 3 

against the Yankees, have also passed 

through the grapevine.

As a West Coaster from a city that 

has no Major League Baseball team, 

I have grown to follow the Seattle 

Mariners and the San Francisco Giants. 

As the Mariners failed to squeeze out a 

wildcard berth and the Giants focused 

more on Barry Bond’s new home run 

record than winning games, I have fol-

lowed this year’s postseason fairly apa-

thetically. But Cleveland’s handling of 

the Yankees has not only brought them 

back onto my radar, but also reminded 

me of the golden years during the mid-

‘90s when I loved the Indians.

I used to only follow the Indians. 

Threading the Needle: Horsecow Asa Ivry-Block tries to !nd 
a pass in a tournament game at North Fields last weekend. 
Oberlin won the title 15-11 against Ball State. Brian Hodgkin

Packed House: Women’s rugby players, in their jerseys, occupy the majority of the seats in Thursday’s Trustees 
meeting. Over 180 members of club sports !lled the lecture hall to discuss health and safety measures. Alia Kiate

See Field Hockey, page 17

See Club Sports, page 18

See Indians, page 19


