Introduction to 16mm Film Production 

Spring 2006

Meeting time TBA

King 343

Yasamin.Ghanbari@oberlin.edu, 703-220-1539


Course Goals:
Students will be put into crews of four and each person will make a film with the help of their crew. Every crew member will gain experience in different aspects of film production. I will teach you how to use the camera, editing equipment, and lights. All films will be silent (we simply don’t have the equipment to do sound). Most time spent on this class will be outside of the classroom making movies. Movies are due a week before the end of class, failure to do so will result in a no entry/fail grade. Exceptions will be made if/when camera problems arise.
Attendance:

Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class. You can miss three classes and still pass the class, but I suggest that you not be absent at all.  Lectures are important because I am teaching you how to use equipment to make your movies.  Also, you have to be available to your crew when you are not in lectures.

Text:

There is no assigned reading for the class, but I put books on reserve for your reference:

The Filmmaker’s Handbook, Edward Pincus & Steven Ascher

Cinematography (2nd Edition), Kris Malkiewicz

Film Art (7th Edition), David Bordwell & Kristin Thompson

Fees:

The Film Co-op provides the equipment, but each student will need to provide $50 to cover the cost of two 100’ rolls of black and white reversal film and film processing. This also includes the price of one test roll for a crew. Students can purchase more film from the co-op if they need it. This fee also gives you membership in the co-op for two semesters.

Tentative Schedule:

Week 1: Intro to the Class and Filmmaking
1. The class will get to know each other. I will show you some movies I’ve made.

2. We will review the syllabus.

3. Students will form into production crews.

Assignment: Think of a movie idea and write a paragraph about it for next class. 

Week 2: The Camera Tech

1. Introduction to the camera you’ll be using (the Kraz)
2. Film stocks and exposure 
3. Loading the camera and using the light meter
4. Discuss the short movie ideas you made. 

Week 3: Optics

1.  Topics: lenses, focus, depth of field, and filters.

Assignment: Go out and shoot your test roll with your crew. We will review the rolls when they                                come back from the lab.

Week 4: The Lighting Tech

1. Go over equipment in lighting kit

2. Lighting techniques (3-point lighting and so on)
3. Electrical safety.
Week 5: The Editing Tech

1. Introduction to the Steenbeck and editing techniques. Topics to be discussed include: equipment, marking your film, different ways of cutting your film, the importance of double splicing, and much much more. 

Week 6-10: Making Your Film

We will meet in class very briefly to discuss how shoots are going. I will be in touch with all of you and will be at some of your shoots. 
Week 11: Screenings

We will screen our films and discuss them

Week 12: Tying up Loose Ends

We will watch any remaining movies.

