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Turn Around Ohio! • Raise the Minimum Wage!

Stop Bush! • Take Back Congress! • Vote Democratic!

The Governor’s Race
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Ted Strickland (D): 

The Democratic hopeful running for governor of Ohio. The child of Ohioan steelworkers, Ted Strickland spent a portion of childhood living in the family chicken coop and later the family barn after their home burnt down.  
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Strickland was the first in his family to attend college, at Asbury College in Kentucky.  Prior to entering politics, Strickland was a Methodist minister, a prison psychologist, and a professor.
He was first elected to the House of Representatives in 1992 and since 1996 has served 5 consecutive terms representing Ohio in Congress. As a Congressman, Strickland opposed the Iraq War and co-sponsored the bill that created S-CHIP, a program that provides health insurance to low-income children.

With his running mate Lee Fisher, the former Ohio Attorney General and Oberlin alumnus, Strickland intends to address the state’s health care and employment problems in his vision to secure success in Ohio, Turn Around Ohio. The plan’s key components include:

· Giving every child a fair start by allowing everyone access to high-quality early care and education

· Continuing equal opportunity for every child throughout their school careers by giving teachers the supplies and technology needed to turn out the next generation of creative, innovative students

· Ensuring that those students are able to attain useful, necessary college degrees, by broadening financial access to colleges and universities

· Building on both Ohio’s regional economies and globally competitive industries by supporting emerging entrepreneurs, encouraging innovation and fostering the potential of the next generation as a job source and resource

· Creating and retaining jobs that will keep new Ohio college graduates in the state, stimulating the economy and encouraging business growth and success

· Advancing the health of Ohio citizens, while stabilizing health care costs for government and business alike, by increasing the number of Ohioans eligible for quality healthcare and fostering community-based services for citizens in need of medical help in Ohio
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Ken Blackwell (R):

From attempting to reject thousands of voter registrations for being printed on the wrong paper– and co-chairing the Bush campaign while overseeing the 2004 election– Secretary of State Blackwell shows strong evidence of a long, productive career in the political arena.  
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Since his politically opportune conversion to the Republican Party following Reagan’s 1980 Presidential victory, Blackwell has worked hard to establish a reputation as a reactionary on economic and social issues. Blackwell opposes raising the state minimum wage and was one of the few elected officials to champion the Ohio gay marriage ban, a ban denounced by the Governor and both Senators, all Republicans.  In an interview with the Columbus Dispatch, Blackwell said, “I think homosexuality is a lifestyle, it’s a choice, and that lifestyle can be changed. I think it is a transgression against God’s law, God’s will,” and later compared gays to arsonists and kleptomaniacs.
Ken Blackwell’s campaign for Governor has been extremely negative.  Blackwell and Republican Party officials have implied that Rep. Strickland, who is married, is actually gay.  In response,  “No, I am not gay, although it is none of their business in the first place.”  In their final debate, Blackwell accused Strickland of being supported by the North American Man/Boy Love Association (NAMBLA).  Blackwell’s antics have prompted one previously supportive newspaper to withdraw its endorsement and condemn his campaign.
In addition to demonizing minorities, smearing his opponents and mismanaging elections for political gain, Ken Blackwell’s agenda includes:

· Moving Ohio towards a 3.5% flat state income tax, shifting taxes away from the wealthy and onto middle class taxpayers

· Signing the Ohio Abortion Ban, Ohio House Bill 228, which would ban abortion under all circumstances and without exceptions
· Privatizing the Ohio Turnpike, despite evidence from our neighboring state, Indiana, where toll prices have nearly doubled since the advent of corporate toll roads

· Encouraging parents not to send their children to public school, favoring charter schools and other alternatives despite many Ohio charter schools recently being exposed as scams

· Cutting down on necessary business regulations by forcing state agencies to only follow the federally-mandated minimum standards and requirements for operation, regardless of customer or employee safety

US Senate Race

Sherrod Brown (D):
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After teaching at the Mansfield branch of Ohio State University for eight years, he served as an Ohio state representative –one of Ohio’s youngest – and was elected as Ohio Secretary of State for two terms, after which he served seven terms in the U.S. House of Representatives.  As a member of the House, Brown voted against the Iraq War and was one of the few lawmakers from either party to oppose the USA PATRIOT Act. If elected, Brown’s initiatives will include:

· Passing fair trade initiatives that protect workers both in the U.S. and abroad

· Lobbying for the safe withdrawal of all troops from Iraq within the next 18 to 24 months

· Full funding for the No Child Left Behind Act to ensure that schools will be able to fulfill the law’s mandates.

· Preventing the privatization of social security and negotiating bulk contracts with pharmaceutical companies in order to lower prescription medication costs

Mike DeWine (R): 
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DeWine’s re-election campaign has been strongly criticized for using emotionally charged images and false statements to attack Sherrod Brown.   DeWine famously used a doctored image of the 9-11 attacks in one ad and in another ad made accusations so baseless that many TV stations refused to run it.

DeWine has also been criticized for his lax commitment to the Senate Intelligence Committee, where he has failed to attend a majority of the public hearings and is seen as “not a particularly active member”. His influence over the Senate Judiciary and Select Intelligence committees has been instrumental in passing the PATRIOT Act. Issues that DeWine is championing include:

· More tax cuts?

· Legalizing the NSA wiretapping program.

· Maintaining his 100% anti-abortion rights voting record.

Ohio State Senate

[image: image8.jpg]s

=
Raise The,
Minimum
Wage

NOwW!




Sue Morano (D):

A registered nurse at Community Health Partners in Lorain, a member of the Service Employees International Union Executive Board, a Sunday school teacher, a mother of three, and a wife, Morano is well acquainted with the many problems facing Ohio, and recognizes that “Ohio is at a critical crossroads. It’s time for a healthy change.” If elected, she plans to address the following issues:

· Elimination of the rampant corruption in Ohio state government through tough ethnics enforcement policies meant to keep lobbyists and special interest groups in check

· The creation of insurance pools (a group of insurers who collectively share premiums and losses in order to reduce personal financial hardship), and the inception of public hearings when insurance companies want to increase rates

· A significant minimum wage increase, to ensure that every family has enough to live on

· The shift of control over school funding from state to local governments
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Martha Wise (R): 

Sue Morano’s opponent in the 13th district State Senate race. Wise, 73, is a 28-year veteran on the State Board of Education.  Previously Wise worked for the Human Resources Department of British Petroleum. Her many years of experience on the board have given her an intimate knowledge of the problem’s facing Ohio’s public school system since it has overseen many of them. 

Wise portrays herself as a moderate, having opposed the teaching so-called “intelligent design” as an alternative to evolution in Ohio public schools.  Nonetheless, she opposes the Issue 2 minimum wage referendum, while Morano has led the campaign for the amendment in Lorain County.

Martha Wise has followed the example of her fellow threatened Republicans, Ken Blackwell and Mike DeWine and has gone extremely negative.  Her campaign accuses Intensive Care Unit nurse Morano of walking away from patients in need when her union went on strike.  The charge is wholly inaccurate, Morano’s union had informed her hospital days in advance of their plans and temporary replacement workers were on hand to fill in for striking workers, no patients were denied medical care.  Nonetheless, the Wise campaign has refused to back away from its discredited line of attack.

Referenda Items: The People’s Voice!

Issue 1: Workman’s Comp

A measure supported by the United Autoworkers to repeal parts of Ohio Senate Bill 7, which reduced the size of benefits paid to injured workers.   Currently, Issue 1 has been disqualified due to lack of signatures.

Issue 2: Minimum Wage

This amendment to the State Constitution would raise the Ohio minimum wage from $5.15 to $6.85 per hour and index it annually to inflation.  The current minimum wage is completely inadequate and is incapable of keeping a family out of poverty.  A minimum wage increase would benefit nearly half a million Ohio workers and many states have already raised their minimum wages with no adverse effects on employment.

Issue 3: “Learn and Earn”?


The “learn and earn” amendment would permit establishment of more than 30,000 slot machines at 7 specific racetracks.  The revenue would be split.  Owners would get 55% of the money raised, 30% would go towards college scholarships, and the remainder put to many uses with a small portion going to anti-gambling addiction services.

Issue 4: Smoke Less?


Tobacco companies have vigorously supported the Issue 4 campaign in order to protect themselves from “Smoke Free” resolution, Issue 5.  While 4 does prohibit public smoking, it includes many exceptions, including many workplaces and would also overturn more comprehensive local smoking bans.  If Issue 4 passes it would take precedence over Issue 5, because it is a constitutional amendment.  Issue 4 would also add the phrase “bowling alley” to Ohio’s constitution.

Issue 5: Smoke Free Ohio

Unlike its industry-funded counterpart, public health advocates, anti-smoking activists, and the American Cancer Association support Smoke Free Ohio.  It is a more far-reaching smoking ban that would ban smoking in all workplaces outside of a few designated areas.
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Vote YES on Issue 2 to Raise the Minimum Wage !

Strickland discusses his plans for Ohio…





...and Blackwell discusses his.





Democrat Sample Ballot





Martha Wise: Not So Nice. 





Issue 4: It's a trap! 








