Sociology 211 Prof. Daphne John

Social Research Methods Office: King 305b

Fall 2004 Office Hours: T,Th: 1:30-3:30
King 343 . W: 2:30-4:00
MWF 9:00-9:50 Telephone: 775-8377/8370

Labs: M,W 1:30-2:20
Course Description

This course introduces students to the analytical logic and skills required for research in sociology.
Major emphasis is placed on teaching the research process, including library research, survey
research, and statistical analysis. Information literacy goals are addressed, such as evaluating the
appropriateness, reliability and accuracy of different types of information; developing familiarity
with sources of available data; generating new data; and interpreting empirical information within a
theoretical framework. As groups, students work on research projects throughout the semester.

Required Texts
Babbie, Earl. 2001. The Practice of Social Research 10" Edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

The Sociology Writing Group. 2001. A Guide to Writing Sociology Papers, 4" Edition. New York:
Worth Publishers.

Wrysocki, Diana Kholos (ed.). 2004. Readings in Social Research Methods. 2™ Edition. Belmont,
CA: Wadsworth.

Optional Texts

Phillips, John L. 2000. How to Think About Statistics. New York: W.H. Freeman.

Required Assignments

Group Project Literature Review

and Individual Annotated Bibliugraph.}r 20%  Ethnographic Interview 15%
Lab Exercises 20% - Quantitative Quiz 10%
Chapter Review Questions 10% Quantitative Analyses 10%
Group Poster Project

and Presentation 15%



Group Literature Review and Hypotheses; Individual Annotated Bibliography:

This literature review should contain a) an introduction b) discussion/synthesis of
literature; c) bibliography. The paper, in total, should be approximately 9-10 double-
spaced pages in length. The literature review should provide a coherent review of the
literature on a research topic. A variety of scholarly sources should be utilized
(monographs, edited texts, journal articles and government documents). Each
student in a group must find 5-8 sources for the review and summarize them in an
annotated bibliography to be handed in separately. Citation of information must be in
the form of parenthetical citation and follow either the American Psychology
Association or American Sociological Association guidelines. The literature review
should not summarize information, but synthesize the information into a paper that
presents the reader with a cogent, conceptually organized discussion of the literature.
Students are encouraged to refer to the literature review sections of articles in
sociology journals for examples of how to organize a literature review. Individual
grades will be calculated as follows: 60% group project, 40% individual
bibliography.

Quantitative Analyses and Exam: We will go over how to use an interactive
statistical analysis program at the ICPSR (Inter-University Consortium for Political
and Social Research) website as well as how to interpret statistics. Students will be
assessed individually through an in-class exam on descriptive statistics (e.g. measures
of central tendency and wvariability) and inferential statistics (e.g. tests of
significance). As a research group, students will test hypotheses using one of the
survey data sets available at ICPSR. Each student is responsible for testing one
hypothesis and writing up the findings.

Ethnographic Interview: As groups, students will choose a group of individuals to
interview (on issues related to the group research topic) and define their interview
process. Individually, students will interview, observe and take detailed notes to be
handed in separately. The group will discuss the data and provide a written report
that should discuss the interview methods used as well as provide detailed
description and interpretation of the ethnographic data. The paper should be between
5-7 pages in length. The assignment will be graded as follows: 60% group project,
40% individual ethnographic notes.

Chapter Review Questions: Students are required to answer review questions from
the Wysocki reader as noted in the text. These questions MUST be submitted via
Blackboard. The questions will not be graded, but will count toward the final
average. Each question is worth 1 point (for a total of 10 questions).






