
So you  th ink you w ant to go to the Kennedy School…

Wh at y o u  n e e d  to  kno w , an d  w h a t i t ta kes to  g e t i n , f ro m  an  O b ie  w h o  h a s b e e n
th e r e .

G etting in—A  quick snapshot

· O berlin G PA  near 3.5, H onor s project -or- significant cam pus leadership

· Strong back groun d in m ajor (Politics, econom ics, sociology , etc.)

· Evidence of quan titative sk ills

· GR E scores—600+  verbal, 650+  m ath, 700+  analy tical

· 2-3 y ears of relevan t w ork  experien ce

· R ecom m endation s: 1 academic, 2 professional

· 5 essay s!

W hat  to expect

M ost recent O C  graduates (there are three of us at KSG at curr ent w riting, A pril 2003) enter the
M asters in  Pu bli c Po licy  program . It is 2 y ears full  tim e. T he first y ear i s com pr ised of 4 core cl asses
and 1 elective each semester. T he core is rigorou s and totally  different th an the academic
env iron m ent  to w hich  y ou  are accu stom ed. O C  studen ts are at a str ange advantage/disadvantage.
M ost KSG M PPs are from  very  large universit ies and are used to these huge inform al classes,  but not
the level of w ork  these classes require. T hey  w ill be experiencing w ork  overload, w hile y ou w ill
probably  be exper iencing academ ic cu ltu re sho ck . T his is especia lly  tru e 1st semester .

C la sses get m ore in tim ate and y ou have m ore choices 2 nd sem ester. 3rd and 4 th sem ester, y ou w rite
y our  Policy  A naly sis Exercise, w hich  is mor e lik e an enorm ous strategy  m em o than a tr adition al
thesis,  w hile taking a total  of 8 classes of y our ow n choosing. The scope and topic is of y our PA E
ent irel y  of y our own design .

KSG is more liberal  than  oth er schools, bu t dram atica lly  m ore conservat ive than  O ber lin . Expect
y our conclusions to be chal lenged more than they  are at OC , because there is a greater spectrum  of
beli efs. L ik e O C , th ere ar e a lot  of in tern ational studen ts w ho add  great ly  to the atm osphere.

W hy attend KSG ?

T here are pros and cons to attending the Kennedy  School. It is easy  to be attracted to w hat is
considered the best public policy  program  in th e country , but as y ou h ave lik ely  learned at O berlin,
ran k ings don ’t m ean  every th ing. T he reputation of KSG,  and y ou r ab ili ty  to secur e a job  after
graduation, is a reasonable factor in the decision to apply .  Th e quality  of students that the school
attracts is un parelelled. Y ou w ill m eet people that y ou’r e lik ely  to encoun ter and depend upon  for the
rest of y our career.  The speak ers and opportunit ies that the school is able to provide are profound
and  enr iching.

T here are m any  students, though , at the school w ho are less com m itted to public service and w ill
m ost l ikely  enter the private sector.  In general ,  the student body  is som ewh at conservative and y ou
m ay  not encou nter oth ers w ho are look ing to create the sam e k ind of public value that y ou are. T he
com m un ity  of progressive-m inded students is there to be sough t out.



C our ses at O C  th at w ill h elp you  get in

T hese classes w ill  give y ou  the sk ill  set that  y ou  need  to show  the adm issions com m ittee:

· Econ 101, M icro econ om ics, and any  oth er econom ics courses

· Statistics (M ath 113)

· Any  cl ass in  the Pol it ics depar tment

· C lasses w ith policy  or theor y  applications in other departm ents

C our ses at O C  th at w ill h elp you  sur v iv e and thr iv e

Bey ond gett ing in,  these classes cover a lot of the material  in the MPP C ore C lasses.  Get them ou t of
the w ay  at O C  and y ou can  have an easier tim e at KSG, or perhaps even pass exem ption  tests and
have m ore t im e for electi ves:

· Polit ics: PO LT  103 or 105, Politi cal T heor y , Public Pol icy , PO LT  204, C onstitution al Law

· Ph ilo sophy : 101 or 105 , Logic,  Ethics

· R eligion : M oral Issues, M edical  Ethics

· If y ou ar e interested in quantitati ve policy  research, m ath at least to calculus is necessary

Y ou m ay  not h ave time to take m ost of these classes, especially  if y ou are no t a Politics m ajor w ith a
focus in A m erican po litics or Pub lic Policy . T hese are just guidelin es, and ob viou sly  if env iron m ental
policy  or in ternat ional developm ent is y our  m ain ar ea of interest, y our  cour ses need to reflect that
m ore stron gly .

Books to u se on y our  papers now or  to  r ead for  a pr iv ate r eading

H avin g read these book s at O C , I had an  advant age over m y  classmates:

· Kingdon, Joh n W ., Agen da s, Al te r n a t iv e s, a n d  Pub li c  P o li c i e s.  New York :  H arperC oll ins
Publishers, 1995.

· M oore, M ark , C r ea ti n g  Pu b li c  Va lu e , C am bridge: H arvard U niv ersity  Press, 1997.

· Fisher, R oger and W illiam  U ry , Ge t t in g  t o  Yes: Neg o t ia t in g  ag r e e m en t  w i tho u t  g i v in g  in . N ew  Y ork :
V ik ing Pengu in, 1981.

W hat about ot her  schools?

T his m ay  apply  to  oth er  sch ools as w el l,  but I on ly  appli ed to  KSG, so  I am  not posit iv e.  A nd as a
discla im er , gett in g in  is hard (about 15% of app li can ts ar e accep ted  each y ear  to  th e M PP pr ogram ).
T his is just som e practical  advi ce and is no  guaran tee of adm ission w hatsoever .

I am alw ay s available for  talk ing w ith  cur ren t student s. Just em ail m e:
M eagan_H olm an@ksg04.harvard.edu .

Good lu ck !
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