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Through the Desert 

 
Including the Bruneau-Jarbidge Rivers Wilderness Area 

 (established 30 March 2009) 











































Crossed the Oregon Trail. 
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Sawtooth Mountains 

 
Sawtooth Wilderness and National Recreation Areas 

 (established 22 August 1972; 

 legislation sponsored by Senator Frank Church) 





The trail goes ever ever on 























































Through the Desert 

Sawtooth Mountains 

Watery Wilderness 



Watery Wilderness 

 
Frank Church – River of  No Return Wilderness 

 (twice the size of  Delaware) 

 (established  as RNR on 23 July 1980; 

 legislation sponsored by Senator Frank Church; 

 renamed 14 March 1984; Frank Church dies 7 April 1984) 

 

Selway-Bitteroot Wilderness 

 (larger than Delaware) 

 (established through the original Wilderness Act 

 on 3 September 1964; 

 sponsored by Senator Frank Church) 

 

Great Burn Wilderness [proposed] 

 includes Kelly Creek 



















Goodbye to Middle Fork 

of  Salmon River 



Hello to Marble Creek 





























































Crossed the route of  Lewis and Clark 

and the Corps of  Discovery. 













Through the Desert 

Sawtooth Mountains 

Watery Wilderness 

Bitterroot Crest 



Bitterroot Crest 

 
On the border between Idaho and Montana 













Taken from same site as 

previous photograph. 

 

I saw a Rufous Hummingbird 

sipping from a 

Yellow Penstemon here. 





















Sarah and Signe, fire ecologists studying Whitebark Pine, and Abby 







Beginning End 
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Statistics 
 

67 days 

699.7 miles 

202 plant species identified 
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Reasons 
 

Backpacking hardens the body, sharpens the senses, 

strengthens the mind, and enriches the spirit. 
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For weeks, I was dirty, my feet were wet, and I was immersed  
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Statistics 
 

67 days 

699.7 miles 

202 plant species identified 

 

Summary 
 

For weeks, I was dirty, my feet were wet, and I was immersed  

in splendid wilderness.  I was dirty for so long that I forgot about 

ever being clean.  My feet were wet for so long that they forgot 

about ever being dry.  But never did I – never could I – forget 

that I was immersed in splendid wilderness. 



Thanks to my wife Linda, who sent 

both food and encouragement. 



And thanks to my parents, “Pete” and Tom Styer 

who inspired my interest in nature and in wild adventure. 


