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Eight years later, this series has become a vital
part of the Oberlin calendar, connecting
academics and activism, bringing together wide
coalitions of students, staff and faculty to plan,
execute and support the series, and providing an
important and often otherwise unavailable
educational opportunity to hundreds of Oberlin
students.

The long-term goal of the series has been to
increase the institutional awareness and support
of Indigenous issues in the curriculum and
among the campus community. IWS has
succeeded in being a point around which
progress has been organized in incorporating
Indigenous issues and studies into the
co/curricular world of Oberlin College.

Over the last eight years, the series has brought
to Oberlin 17 scholars, artists and activists:
Chrystos, Andrea Smith, Antoinette Harfauros,
Haunani-Kay Trask in 2000-2001; Cherrie
Moraga, LeAnne Howe, Stormy Ogden,
J.Kehaulani Kauanui in 2001-2002; Inez
Hernandez-Avila, Susan Applegate Krouse,
Charlene Teters, Myla Vicente Carpio in 2002-
2003; Mililani Trask, Sharon Day, Andrea Smith
in 2003-2004; Ellen Baird, Tiya Miles, Davianna
McGregor in 2004-2005; Anne Keala Kelly,
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, Michelle Raheja in
2005-2006; Aileen Moreton-Robinson, Annie
Humphrey, Debra Harry in 2006-2007.

In its fourth year IWS evolved into a highly
popular Comparative American Studies mini-
course, taught by Dr. Andrea Smith of the
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, that
examined Native American feminisms in greater
depth. This growing support for the academic
study of Indigenous issues was part of a larger
effort that most recently has resulted in the
approval of a Mellon Post-Doctoral position for

the 2005-2006 academic year in Indigenous
Studies, housed in the Comparative American
Studies program.

The 2007-2008 Indigenous Women'’s Series
organizing committee is proud to present this
years series and is committed to continuing to
educate the Oberlin community and support
Indigenous students.

Presented By:
Multicultural Resource Center

Edmonia Lewis Center for Women and
Transgender People

Oberlin Native American Alliance
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Co-sponsored By:

For more information or to get involved,
contact the Multicultural Resource Center at
mrc@oberlin.edu
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Eight yearsago, a
committee of students and
staff from the American
Indian Council, the
Multicultural Resource
Center and the Edmonia
Lewis Center for Women
and Transgender People
came together in order to
raise awareness
surrounding the history
of U.S. and European
imperialism in the
Americas and Pacific
Islands. The result of
their groundbreaking
work was Oberlin’s first
annual Indigenous
Women's Series...
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Iris Morales is a Chicana activist from San Antonio ,
Texas. Since 2003, she has been active in social
justice issues affecting the Mexican American
community across Texas, but has dedicated most of
her efforts toward an environmental justice
campaign in the U.S./Mexico border town of
Mission.

As part of the current-day Chicano movement's
"technological revolution™ her work in merging
organic, grassroots organizing with new media
technologies (such as independent media, interactive
websites, online radio, digital photography/film, and
blogging) has taken the community's struggle from a
small rural area to the world through the world wide
web.

She founded the Mission Texas Coalition
(www.Mission-Texas.com) in 2004 and is currently
working on a feature length documentary about the
Mission struggle which documents the formation of
the community's campaign and includes five years of
in-depth interviews, protests, and environment.
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Flor Crisostomo is an indigenous Zapoteca living in
the United States in diaspora. She is a 28-year-old
mother of three and has lived and worked in the
United States since 2000. She is originally from the
state of Oaxaca, Mexico, where her family still
resides. She has not seen her three children in seven
years. Flor worked at IFCO Systems, a company
that manufactures wooden pallets. She was arrested
along with 25 others in a workplace raid in April
2006. Since her former place of employment was
raided, Flor has been active with Centro Sin
Fronteras in Chicago in the struggle for immigrants’
rights.

Maria Coco Gutierrez-Magallanes, is the Mexico
Solidarity Network National Education
Coordinator. The Mexico Solidarity Network is a
grassroots-based organization dedicated to profound
social change that challenges existing power
relationships and builds alternatives. The Mexico
Solidarity Network struggles for democracy,
economic justice and human rights on both sides of
the US-Mexico border.

Angela Morrill is a third year graduate student in
Ethnic Studies at University of California — San
Diego. She currently has a podcast, Voicing
Indigeneity, with two students from the UCSD
Ethnic Studies program, Madelsar Ngaraingas and
Michael Lujan Bevacqua. Her lecture is from her
master’s thesis and focuses on the persistent use of
factionalism in representing Native Americans and
the roots of factionalism in authenticity. This issue
is relevant now because of current disenrollment
affecting California gaming tribes and the threat of
termination as retaliation for disenrolling Cherokee
Freedmen, descendents of slaves owned by
Cherokee.




