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INSIDE

Trained volunteers installed the city’s first energy-conservation pack-
age in the Lorain Street home of Oberlin City Council Chair Fran 
Baumann this Monday. Manda Gillespie shows Baumann how her new
faucet aerator reduces water usage.

College Supports City-Wide Energy Conservation
What is the value of a low-flow shower
head, a compact fluorescent light bulb,
a water-heater insulation blanket, and
a toilet-tank dam?

In monetary terms it could be as
much as $337 a year. That’s how much
money the average Oberlin homeown-
er could save annually with an energy-
conservation kit available, at cost, for
about one twelfth that amount.

The offer helps kick off October as
Energy Conservation Month, a desig-
nation conferred by the Oberlin Coali-
tion for Community Development, a
collaborative project between the
town and the College. The goal of the
coalition—a group of residents, city
staff, and College faculty and stu-
dents—is to make Oberlin an area
leader in energy conservation and
sustainable economic development,
say College seniors Asha Goldstein

and Manda Gillespie, project coordi-
nators.

During the October promotion 100
energy-conservation packages, which
include two faucet aerators, some leak-
detector tablets, and an energy-conser-
vation booklet, will be available from
the coalition for purchase (about $27)
and free installation. About 25 students
attended a training session led by Ober-
lin’s utility director and an energy audi-
tor, and will help install the kits in local
homes. A community forum on sustain-
able development will conclude the cel-
ebration November 1.

Environmental-studies majors
Goldstein and Gillespie see the project
in more than monetary terms, howev-
er. For them and the rest of the coali-
tion, Energy Conservation Month is a
toe-hold on the much larger issue of

Continued on page 2

Deborah Sutorius, receptionist in the Office of Human Re-
sources, looks up information about her retirement plan on the
TIAA-CREF kiosk, recently installed in the lobby of the
Carnegie Building.

Office of Human Resources
Sponsors Financial-Planning Sessions

If Oberlin employees are like the national population, one third of them are
worried about paying bills and three fourths have faced a significant finan-
cial problem recently. These factoids—from a national survey—are a con-
cern for the Office of Human Resources, says benefits manager Judith Mal-

Continued on page 2
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Environmental Grants
Let Students Learn While
They Aid the Community
New grants from the George Gund
Foundation, the Ohio Environmental
Education Fund, and the Nord Fami-
ly Foundation are giving Oberlin Col-
lege students chances to learn about
environmental issues while helping
Lorain County. The funds are going
toward internships, research projects,
and the development of new courses.

The Adam Joseph Lewis Center for
Environmental Studies—for which
ground breaking is expected in
June—will house the collaborative
programs in which the students will
be involved. Programs include the
Watershed Education Project, sus-
tainable development in the City of
Oberlin, and the Oberlin Sustainable
Agriculture Project (OSAP).

$80,000 from the
George Gund Foundation
A two-year, $80,000 grant from the
George Gund Foundation supports the
salary of the environmental-studies
project coordinator and eight student
interns. Brad Masi ’93, who, along with
former environmental-studies intern
Deirdre Holmes ’93, coordinated the de-
sign process for the new environmen-
tal-studies building, holds the project-
coordinator position.

The grant also supports other costs
of educational outreach in watershed
education, agriculture, sustainable
development, and the environmental-
studies building itself. (The building

is being planned as a pedagogical
tool for teaching about energy effi-
ciency, wastewater management,
food production, ecological landscap-
ing, and the application of ecological
design to building construction and
renovation.)

The Environmental Studies Pro-
gram began sponsoring internships
in these fields this past summer with
funding from the McNair Program
and the George Gund Foundation.

Some of the Gund funds are sup-
porting two internship positions in co-
operative sustainable-development
projects between the City of Oberlin
and Oberlin College. The current focus
is energy conservation (see related
story, “College Supports City-Wide En-
ergy Conservation,” below).

$50,000 from the
Ohio Environmental
Education Fund
A recent $50,000 grant from the Ohio
Environmental Education Fund
(OEEF) will bolster the Watershed
Education Project, a collaboration
between the Environmental Studies
Program, Lorain County schools,
and Seventh Generation, a grass-
roots environmental organization.

The Watershed Education Project
is “an innovative approach to envi-
ronmental awareness that engages
youth directly with their place in the

Continued on page 2
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Faculty and Staff Notes
Craig Lewis, assistant director of
the investment office, has passed
Level 1 of the Chartered Financial
Analyst (CFA) exam. In the invest-
ment world, says boss Bernard
Gordon, director of the investment
office, the CFA is “a much sought-
after credential.” • Leslie Miller,

assistant to the di-
rector of the Allen
Memorial Art Mu-
seum, has seven
works in the exhibi-
tion Back to Reali-
ty, More and Less:
An Exhibition of
Contemporary

Ohio Landscape, at the Southern
Ohio Museum in Portsmouth. The
exhibition was curated by Southern
Ohio Museum codirector and curator
Sara Johnson. Back to Reality is on
view in Portsmouth through October
26 and will travel to the Ohio Arts
Council’s Riffe Gallery in Columbus
in 1998. • David Orr, professor of en-

vironmental stud-
ies, Brad Masi, en-
vironmental-studies
project coordina-
tor, and Deirdre
Holmes, former en-
vironmental-studies
intern, have won
honorable mention

in the education category of the 1996-
97 Northern Ohio Live Awards of
Achievement. They were honored for
involving Oberlin College students
in designing and planning the Adam
Joseph Lewis Center for Environ-
mental Studies. A photograph of
David and Brad (taken by Observer
photographer John Seyfried) ap-
pears with a short write-up in the
October issue of Northern Ohio Live.

• In December
Paula Richman,
Houck Professor of
Religion, will travel
to India on a $10,000
grant funded by the
National Endow-
ment for the Hu-
manities (NEH) and

awarded by the American Institute of
Indian Studies. She will stay in the
Madras area until April for her pro-
ject, Animal Fables As Political
Tales in Colonial Madras, 1910-
1946. In the Roja Muthiah Research
Library she will analyze political
narratives in the form of animal fa-
bles found in Tamil and English
pamphlets. Systematically survey-
ing the fables, she will translate and
analyze outstanding examples of the
genre. Tracking down evidence of
the composition, publication, and re-
ception of the fables, she will check
lists of books banned by the British
government, examine colonial lists
of texts approved for educational
uses, and survey writers’ biogra-
phies, literary criticism, and reviews
for journals and newspapers. Her
project will shed light on an indige-
nous form of moral discourse used to
critique British colonialism in the
Madras region. “Indian storytellers
have long used animal fables to con-
vey wisdom about proper moral ac-
tion in difficult situations,” says
Paula. “Animal fables were consid-
ered to be children’s literature—cute
harmless things that taught kids
good behavior. So when critics of
British colonialism used the animal-
tale format, sometimes the censors
didn’t notice what was going on. So it
was a clever way to make one’s voice
heard when freedom of speech had
been curtailed.” • Leonard Smith,
associate professor
of history, helped
organize the con-
ference To Over-
come a Past: Vichy
France and the
Historians: A Sym-
posium in Honor of
Robert O. Paxton,
held at Columbia University Sep-
tember 26-27. A $25,000 grant from
the Sterling Currier Fund financed
the conference. Len was one of a
four-member steering committee
that raised the money and organized
the event, which brought together
the leading scholars of France and
World War II—about 10 French and
10 English-speaking from the U.S.,
the U.K., and Canada. Paxton was
Len’s dissertation advisor at

Columbia. • In
May James A.
Walsh, associate
professor of mathe-
matics, gave a talk,
“An Introduction to
Chaos,” to a senior
calculus class at
Staples High School

in Westport, Connecticut. In the same
month he chaired a session, Teaching
Dynamics, at the Fourth SIAM Confer-
ence on Applications of Dynamical Sys-
tems, in Snowbird, Utah. In the session
he presented a talk, “The Dynamics of
Circle Homeomorphisms and Ad-
vanced Calculus.”

Conservation . . .
Continued from page 1

Financial Plans . . .
Continued from page 1

sustainable development—the envi-
ronmental concerns raised in the 1997
Symposium on Sustainable Develop-
ment (see the Observer of April 25).
That symposium, sponsored by the
Nord Family Foundation and planned
by the city and the Environmental
Studies Program, drew national ex-
perts, government officials, regional
community organizations, and con-
cerned citizens to discuss energy, land
use, and economic renewal in north-
eastern Ohio. It led to the initiation of
several initiatives besides the Ober-
lin Coalition and this month’s ener-

gy-conservation project—including
the development of school-based
community gardens.

“Sustainable development is devel-
opment that meets the needs of current
generations without compromising the
needs or aspirations of future genera-
tions,” says David Orr, professor of en-
vironmental studies, who wrote the
grant application for the symposium.
Both the symposium and the energy-
conservation project are outgrowths of
planning for the Adam Joseph Lewis
Center for Environmental Studies. The
symposium proceedings are available
as a link from the electronic version of
this issue, www.oberlin.edu/~observer/
obs_issues.html.

oney, because “when people are
stressed about finances, productivi-
ty goes down.”

Accordingly, Human Resources
has scheduled two “Smart Money
Management” presentations by
Consumer Credit Counseling Ser-
vice of Northeast Ohio, a nonprofit
organization. The first was Wednes-
day, and the second will be October
28 at 10 a.m. in Wilder 101.

Besides these sessions on finan-
cial issues, Craig Myers ’83 and
Peter Fuhlbrigge of McCloy Finan-
cial Services, a Columbus-based
company, will present a financial-

education seminar similar to one they
gave on campus last spring about risk
management and tax, retirement, and
estate planning. The seminars are
scheduled for October 14 at 9 and 11
A.M. in Wilder 115 and October 15 at 1
and 3 P.M. in Wilder 101.

Retirement planning is also the sub-
ject of a TIAA-CREF teleconference,
“The Art of Investing,” set for October
28 at 3:30 P.M. in Mudd, Room 52.

There’s even more help on the fi-
nancial-planning front: TIAA-CREF
recently installed a touch-screen com-
puter kiosk in the lobby of the Carnegie
Building. The program gives informa-
tion on retirement planning in general
and on TIAA-CREF’s products and ser-
vices (see photograph on page 1).

Trustee Meeting
Environmental Studies Building,
Science Facility, Receive Trustee Nods
Meeting September 26 and 27 the
Board of Trustees approved the pro-
posed science facility in principle with-
in a not-to-exceed project budget of $55
million and a $10 million endowment
for additional maintenance and operat-
ing costs. Trustees authorized spending
an additional $1,218,000 to complete
the facility’s schematic-design phase.

The board approved the final design of
the Adam Joseph Lewis Center for En-
vironmental Studies and authorized
construction to proceed within a total
project budget not to exceed $6.11 mil-
lion. It also gave permission to the Allen
Memorial Art Museum to sell at auc-
tion 15 pieces of furniture that are not
of museum quality.

Environment . . .
Continued from page 1
Black River Watershed, which encom-
passes 80 percent of Lorain County,”
says Masi. He defines a watershed as
“the area of land that drains into a
common water body, in our case the
Black River.” The Watershed Educa-
tion Project’s pilot program involved
local students in grades six through
high school last school year.

The OEEF grant will support a
year-long course on watershed educa-
tion that was added to the Environ-
mental Studies curriculum this fall.
The course includes an introduction to
the watershed, with lectures by seven
faculty and staff in various disciplines;
an introduction to watershed education
and local schools; and a spring
practicum in which College students
will begin to develop a watershed cur-
riculum by testing activities on local
classrooms. Curriculum topics will in-
clude geologic history, ecology, cultural
history, and contemporary issues. Ad-
ditional funds from the OEEF grant
will support a teacher’s workshop in
the summer, the development of a wa-
tershed-education resource center for
the community, and a full-time envi-

ronmental-education coordinator at
Seventh Generation. 

$23,400 from the
Nord Family Foundation
A Nord Family Foundation grant of
$23,400 is supporting a county-wide
program that involves six internships
in sustainable agriculture and two hor-
ticulture clubs at local schools. The in-
ternships will support the viability of
Lorain County agriculture while ad-
dressing the issues of hunger, economic
development, environmental degrada-
tion, and agriculture. OSAP, the Envi-
ronmental Studies Program, the Ohio
State University Extension Office in Lo-
rain County, and the Second Harvest
Food Bank have formed a partnership
to back the programs. College students
at Oberlin and Lorain County Commu-
nity College—and interested Lorain
County residents—can apply for the po-
sitions in marketing, vocational train-
ing, community gardens, horticultural
clubs, sustainable-agriculture educa-
tion, and composting. The internships
will not only give participants an inter-
disciplinary, experiential education in
environmental issues, says Masi, but
they will benefit the local food supply
and local environmental quality.
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Junior Faculty Fellowships Enable Assistant Professors
to Delve into Projects in the U.S. and around the World
Five junior members of the College of
Arts and Sciences have been granted
mid-probationary research leaves for
1997-98. They are Stephen Crowley,
assistant professor of politics;
Médoune Guèye, assistant professor
of French and Nord Faculty Fellow;
Francesco Melfi, assistant professor of
Judaic and Near Eastern studies;
Thomas Newlin, assistant professor of
Russian; and Gregory Quenell, assis-
tant professor of mathematics.

Stephen Crowley’s project, which
he is carrying out this semester, is an
attempt to explain why workers in
postcommunist societies, despite dra-
matic economic and political up-
heavals, have been unable to act col-
lectively by striking, forming
independent trade unions, or influ-
encing democratic political outcomes.
Crowley is conducting a comparative
case study of six countries in the for-
mer Soviet Union and Eastern Eu-
rope. The name of his project is Left
without Labor: Workers and Post-
Communist Politics. The new re-
search—which he plans to write
about in articles or a book—follows in
the wake of his past research, which

will be published this winter by the
University of Michigan Press as Hot
Coal, Cold Steel: Russian and Ukrain-
ian Workers from the End of the So-
viet Union to the Post-Communist
Transformations.

Also on leave this semester,
Médoune Guèye is in Quebec, France,
and Senegal to study three novels by
women writers—Anne Hébert, Maria-
ma Bâ, and Simone Shwarz-Bart—
from, respectively, Quebec, Senegal,
and Guadeloupe. Guèye is analyzing
the philosophy of resistance exhibited
by the heroines in the Francophone
novels, and showing that the authors
display a similar scriptural code that
expresses the dilemma posed by the pri-
ority of nationalism at the expense of ef-
fective emancipation for women. He
started his research for the project dur-
ing spring semester 1996 while teach-
ing a course, L’écriture féminine dans le
monde francophone. Guèye will present
his preliminary findings at an interna-
tional conference on women writers to
be held in Senegal in December.

Francesco Melfi is spending his
leave this semester at Harvard Univer-
sity’s Widener Library and the Rare

Book Room of the Jewish Theological
Seminary this semester, focusing on
the rise and growth of the Ladino
(Judeo-Spanish) novel in the Ottoman
Empire. He is approaching the Ot-
toman novel as the modern literary rep-
resentation of the millet system, a char-
acteristically Ottoman net of
self-governing organizations led by
leaders wielding both religious and sec-
ular authority. The bulk of his research
concerns particular writers who exem-
plify the type of issues and dilemmas
that confronted Ottoman and Jewish
writers. The work continues Melfi’s pre-
vious scholarship on the Jewish re-
sponse to modernity. He will report his
research in essays and a book.

This semester Thomas Newlin is
completing a book manuscript, “The
Voice in the Garden: Andrei Bolotov
and the Anxieties of Russian Pastoral,
1738-1833.” The book investigates the
pastoral ideal of the Russian nobility as
it found expression in literature and es-
tate culture during the 18th and early
19th centuries and focuses on various
tensions that undercut and qualified
the nobility’s bucolic aspirations. Be-
sides written materials, Newlin is using

as his sources landscape gardens, fami-
ly albums, sketches, and paintings.
“The Voice in the Garden” expands and
develops Newlin’s 1994 dissertation.
Newlin hopes to spend several weeks in
Russia this coming January to verify
some archival materials.

During the entire school year
Gregory Quenell is working on a re-
search paper on the spectral theory of
graphs and an expository paper on the
spectral geometry of manifolds and
graphs. Part of his work relates to
Sunada’s theorem, a statement about
geometric manifolds (such as surfaces
or uniform geometric solids) and the
sets of frequencies at which they ring
when hit. The theorem asserts that if
the symmetries and near-symmetries
in each of a pair of geometric manifolds
are related in a certain way, the two
manifolds ring at identical sets of fre-
quencies. Constructing pairs of identi-
cal-sounding manifolds, Quenell will
use the theorem to see how much of the
geometry of a manifold is determined
by its sound. Quenell is taking his leave
at Dartmouth and Vassar colleges and
plans visits to the Mathematical Sci-
ences Research Institute in Berkeley.

Learning the Ways of Oberlin:
New Faculty Receive Their Own Orientation This Year
Many new faculty members come to
Oberlin with considerable teaching ex-
perience. But they don’t know Oberlin’s
culture like the old-timers do.

Operating from the premise that
teaching succeeds best when faculty
understand the specific culture of the
particular institution, this year for the
first time, the College’s seasoned facul-
ty gave new faculty members in the col-
lege and the conservatory an orienta-
tion to Oberlin’s teaching environment.

The presenting faculty were “so
committed,” says Kathryn Stuart, as-
sociate dean for conservatory academic
affairs, who, with Suzanne Gay, associ-
ate dean of the College of Arts and Sci-
ences, spearheaded the program.
“Many voiced their enthusiasm,” she
says, “as ‘if only there had been some-
thing like this when I was new.’”

One of the side effects of the commin-
gled orientation of the 45 or 50 new col-
lege and conservatory faculty members
was, says Stuart, “immediate bonding
among faculty from both divisions.”

Before the information and discus-
sion sessions started—the first was Au-
gust 25 in the King Building—new fac-
ulty received a sheet describing the
demographics of the Oberlin student
population and other information easily
summarized in written form, such as
frequently asked questions about the
writing- and quantitative-proficiency
requirements. That left the sessions free
to deal with harder-to-define issues.

Wendy Kozol, assistant professor of
history and women’s studies, conveyed
Oberlin’s attitude about undergraduate
education: “Because we don’t have grad-
uate programs for the most part, Ober-
lin is inclined to view undergraduate ed-
ucation as valuable for its own sake, not
just as a stepping stone to advanced
graduate or professional training. We

want to encourage students’ general in-
tellectual interests and abilities, as well
as prepare them for specific professional
goals, and we value highly people who
can teach with those goals in mind.”

“For the most part, Oberlin students
want to be here, they want to learn, and
they want to participate in an intellec-
tual culture,” said Patrick Day, associ-
ate professor of English. “Also, for the
first time, they’re getting a language for
identity that they'll use to develop a
framework within which to understand
their own identities. This is one reason
they’re so good to work with but also
hard, why they’re so personally en-
gaged in what they’re learning.”

Also speaking at the first session,
Sarah Stoll, assistant professor of chem-
istry, raised the issue of how to negotiate
differing opinions (among students or be-
tween the professor and students) about
what should be studied in a course.

Picking up another thread, Brian
Alegant, associate professor of music
theory, told the newcomers, “Although
we may set up issues and problems for
students to work on individually, we
don’t need to monitor every aspect of
their work or guarantee a particular out-
come of a student’s engagement with a
text, problem, or issue. Oberlin students
can often surprise us with innovative ap-
proaches to our tasks if given time to
struggle with a task on their own.”

And, finally, some words on where to
seek advice and support: “Most of us
don’t find our community solely in our
departments as is the case at large de-
partments in graduate institutions,”
said Jan Cooper, Reid Associate Profes-
sor of Expository Writing and associate
professor of English. “One of the advan-
tages of working at a place our size is
that it’s often possible to make strong
friendships and professional relation-

ships with people in other disciplines.”
After the presentations participants

formed interdisciplinary small groups,
each with two experienced Oberlin facul-
ty members, to discuss the issues further.

The next day new faculty met in Bib-
bins to hear Jeffrey Witmer, professor
of mathematics, talk about Oberlin’s
grading system. Later, Patrick Day; Pa-
tricia deWinstanley, associate professor
of psychology; and Camille Mitchell, as-
sistant to the president for equity con-
cerns, discussed professional conduct.
The penultimate session covered three
topics: balancing teaching and re-
search, with Robin Treichel, associate
professor of biology, and Leonard
Smith, associate professor of history;
project funding, with David Love, asso-
ciate vice president for research and de-
velopment; and professional meeting
allowances, with Bruce Richards, asso-
ciate dean of the College of Arts and Sci-
ences. Over lunch hour in Peters Great
Hall William Hood, professor of art, and
Thomas Van Nortwick, professor of

classics, gave a tandem presentation on
being an effective faculty member.

Tours of the conservatory, the com-
puting center, the main library, and the
art museum rounded out the August
portion of faculty orientation.

Subsequent orientation events have
extended into the fall semester, and some
have involved staff presenters. Linda
Gates, acting associate dean of student
academic services, H. Dean Kelley, coor-
dinator for disabled students and lectur-
er in learning-assistance studies; and
Harry Pepper, psychological counselor,
talked with the new faculty September
23 about resources for students with spe-
cial needs. Jan Cooper spoke Wednes-
day, October 8, about the writing re-
quirement and responding to student
writing. Other presentations will occur
later this semester, says Suzanne Gay.

The main message she hopes the new-
comers are receiving, Gay says, is “You’re
not just out there alone; we’re in this to-
gether, and if you run into problems, there
are always people to go to for advice.”

Dean Kelley talks with new faculty members about students with dis-
abilities and what his office can do for them.
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New Faculty and Staff
Michael Dwyer (Oberlin College B.A.
1997) is a learning-assistance intern in
the student academic services office. A
former mathematics major, he is inter-
ested in public health, environmental
studies, and education. He worked for
Kaplan Educational Centers in Atlanta
this summer and works now at the Feve
restaurant. He enjoys photography and
Ultimate Frisbee. A Sigma Xi fellow at
the Mt. Sinai Graduate School of Biolog-
ical Sciences, Dwyer says he looks for-
ward to learning more at Oberlin.
Leigh Gibson (Princeton University
B.A. 1987, Hunter School of Social Work
M.S.W. 1993, Princeton University
M.A. 1995, Ph.D. 1997) is an assistant
professor in the Department of Religion.
Her professional interests lie in Greco-
Roman Judaism and, she says, “the use
of nonliterary evidence in the study of
ancient religions.” Gibson’s papers have
appeared in the Annual Meeting of the
Society of Biblical Literature and “Eth-
nicity” and Its Discontents. She is mar-
ried to Andrew Strauss. While she en-
joys cooking, quilting, and traveling,
Gibson says she looks forward to the
challenging students at Oberlin. Erik
Harvey (University of North Dakota
B.S. 1991, Humboldt State University
M.S. 1994) is a visiting instructor of ge-
ology. He expects to receive his Ph.D. in
December from Ohio State University
(OSU), where he served as a graduate
research assistant after working as an
instructor at Otterbein College. He is
married to Kelly Decker, who is also
working on her Ph.D. Specializing in pa-
leontology and carbonate sedimentol-
ogy, Harvey wrote an article published
in the March issue of Journal of Paleon-
tology. He has received an Early Start
Fellowship from OSU and research
grants from the Geological Society of
America and the Paleontological Soci-
ety. He enjoys racquetball, backpacking,
and Irish music. He says he looks for-
ward to “working with students who are
motivated and want to learn.” Erik
Inglis (Oberlin College B.A. 1989, New
York University Institute of Fine Arts
M.A. 1991, Ph.D. 1997) is a visiting in-
structor of art. He has been a guest cu-
rator at the J. Paul Getty Museum and
an adjunct professor at George Mason
University. Author of The Hours of
Mary of Burgundy, Inglis specializes in
medieval and northern Renaissance art
history. He last worked for the College in
1987 as a dishwasher in Asia House.
The former Mellon Fellow says he looks
forward to “experiencing Oberlin from a
teacher’s point of view.” Inglis is married
to Heather Galloway. Kay Knight
(University of Central Arkansas B.S.E.
1969, Louisiana State University M.Ed.
1973) is a student academic services in-
structor in developmental mathematics.
She has worked as an assistant librari-
an in the Herrick Memorial Library in
Wellington, as a substitute teacher, and
as a private piano instructor. Published
in Instrumentalist magazine, Knight
specializes in education, mathematics,
English, and developmental writing.
She and her husband, John, have three
sons: John Marcus, born in 1975; Karl,
1982; and Grant, 1984. She enjoys chil-
dren’s literature, home repair, and sup-
porting her children’s sports teams.
Knight says she looks forward to
“putting a message on the Rock.” Beth
Mast (University of Montana B.M.

1994) is the ensemble manager in the
Conservatory of Music and a librarian
in the conservatory library. She has
worked as the director of database de-
velopment for the College Music Soci-
ety. She is married to Paul Mast, pro-
fessor of music theory. Rick Mayfield
(Northern Michigan University B.S.
1985, University of Tennessee M.F.A.
1996) is the technical director and a lec-
turer in the Theater and Dance Pro-
gram. Interested in scenic design, show
control, and scenic carpentry, he has
worked with Piper Productions, Day-
tona Beach Community College, and
the Alabama Shakespeare Festival. His
hobbies include photography, wood-
working, ham radio, and radio electron-
ics. At Oberlin, he looks forward to
small-town living. Ann Mickel is an
administrative assistant in the finan-
cial-aid office. With an interest in com-
puters, she has worked for Chiron Diag-
nostics. She has two daughters, 10-year
old Kanei and four-year old Stevanna.
Mickel enjoys movies, plays, singing,
dancing, playing sports—especially bas-
ketball and volleyball—and playing
with her daughters. She is a member of
Mt. Zion Baptist Church, where she
teaches Sunday School. She says she
looks forward to “taking courses and one
day completing my college education.”
Matthew Passell (Oberlin College
B.A. 1996) is a client-services intern in
the computing center. Interested in
computer programming, web design
and management, database design, and
mortgage purchasing and sales, he is
the owner and founder of Line Invest-
ments, a mortgage-related business. He
enjoys music, web browsing, herb grow-
ing, and movies.  He says he looks for-
ward to “working with nice people while
gaining job experience and skills.”
Lynda Payne (University of Edin-
burgh M.A. 1977, University of Califor-
nia, Davis Ph.D. 1997) is a visiting as-
sistant professor in the history
department. She is interested in the his-
tory of medicine and science, medical
ethics, and British and European histo-
ry. Previously, she held lecturer posts at
the University of California, Davis and
California State University, Fresno.
Payne worked several years as a regis-
tered nurse and respiratory therapist in
the U.S. and as a social worker in the
U.K. before returning to academic stud-
ies and earning the Ph.D. She has re-
ceived fellowships and grants that in-
clude the Charlotte W. Newcombe
Dissertation Writing Fellowship, the
College of Physicians of Philadelphia
Fellowship, the Huntington Library
Fellowship, and the Wellcome Institute
for the History of Medicine Research
Grant. Her articles have appeared in
Thamyris, Transactions, and in the
journal of the College of Physicians of
Philadelphia. She likes dogs, gardening,
and travel, and says she looks forward
to “greenery after breathing the dust of
California for 15 years.” Jeffrey Pence
(Oberlin College B.A. 1988, Temple
University M.A. 1993) is an instructor of
English. Expecting to receive his Ph.D.
next year, he specializes in contempo-
rary American fiction; film history, the-
ory, and criticism; and literary and cul-
tural theory. His articles have appeared
in College Literature and Public Cul-
ture. Pence is married to Anne Trubek,
a visiting instructor in the Expository
Writing Program. He enjoys sports,

cooking, travel, and the couple’s
Labrador retriever, Savvy. He says he
looks forward to “students who demand
much of themselves and their instruc-
tors.” Catherine Pellegrino (Oberlin
College B.M. 1992, Yale University
M.Phil. 1994) is a visiting instructor of
music theory. She expects her Ph.D.
from Yale in 1999. “I got an excellent ed-
ucation in music here as a student,” she
says, “and I’m excited about turning
around and offering that education to a
new generation of students.” A former
part-time acting instructor at Yale, she
focuses on 20th-century music, especial-
ly minimalism and experimental music.
In 1995 and 1997 Pellegrino toured
England, France, and Ireland with the
Yale Concert Band. Her hobbies include
reading, knitting, and swimming.
Todd Rasmussen (Western Michigan
University B.A. 1987, Kent State Uni-
versity M.Ed. 1991) is the manager of
student financial counseling in the stu-
dent-accounts office. He has worked for
GTE Wireless, and for the residential-
life services of Northern Kentucky Uni-
versity, Trenton State College, and
Kansas State University. He has re-
ceived the Association of College and
Universities Housing Officers’ Out-
standing New Professional scholarship
and was listed as one of the Outstand-
ing Young Men of America in 1991. He
will focus on the challenges of first-year
transitions and computerization. Ras-
mussen enjoys model trains, science fic-
tion, playing golf, travel, his 1967 Ply-
mouth Satellite, and his family. He and
his wife, Shelly, have two children,
three-year-old Emily, and Hannah, who
turns a year old today. He says he looks
forward to “meeting the students and
helping them succeed by taking the
stress off their financial concerns by
planning ahead.” Janet Simonovich
is a transcript clerk in the Office of the
Registrar. After graduating from Elyria
High School, she worked for Asphalt
Sealers; Jonathan Devorkin, Esq.; and
Western World Transformer. She is a
public notary in Ohio. Married to B.J.
Simonovich, she has a daughter, Averi
Lynn, and a son, Donald James, “D.J.”
She and her husband, Amherst resi-
dents, own A.W.O.L. (A Way of Life)
Cycle, a Harley Davidson parts-and-re-
pair motorcycle shop. She enjoys horse-
back riding, camping, the great out-
doors, and Harley Davidson and Indian
motorcycles. Lisa Stillwell (Oberlin
College B.A. 1991, University of Michi-
gan M.I.L.S. 1996) is a reference librari-
an. Before returning to Oberlin, she
worked at the University of Michigan’s
Shapiro Undergraduate Library. She is
interested in the effective use of the
World Wide Web in learning and teach-
ing. Her hobbies include culinary arts
and yoga. Stillwell says she looks for-
ward to “interacting with students at
the reference desk.” James “Satch”
Sullinger (Oberlin College B.A. 1978,
Grambling State University M.S. 1981)
is the head men’s basketball coach.
From 1978 to 1980, he was an assistant
men’s basketball coach at Oberlin. With
interests in athletics and sports admin-
istration, he was the head boy’s basket-
ball coach at Reynoldsburg High School
and Beechcroft High School. His honors
and titles include the Mayor of the City
of Columbus Voluntary Service Award;
the State High School Coach of the
Year, 1994; the District 10 All Star

Coach, in 1983, 1993, and 1995; the
1994 District 10 Coach of the Year; the
President of District 10 Basketball
Coaches Association; and the Southern
Coordinator for the State All Star
Game. Sullinger’s hobbies include golf,
exercise, and fishing. He and his wife,
Barbara ’76, have three children,
James, Jr., 15: Julian, 11; and Jared, 5.
Anne Trubek (Oberlin College B.A.
1988, Temple University M.A. 1993) is
a visiting instructor in the Expository
Writing Program. Interested in Ameri-
can literature from 1870 to 1910,
rhetoric, and composition, Trubek has
been a dissertation fellow and a teach-
ing assistant at Temple University. She
won the distinguished teaching award
in Temple’s College of Arts and Sci-
ences. While an Oberlin student she
was a member of the varsity soccer
team from 1984 to 1986. She is married
to Jeff Pence, an instructor in the Eng-
lish department. She says she looks
forward to “walking my dog, Savannah,
to the res.” David Waldron (Cleveland
State University B.A. 1984, Baldwin-
Wallace College B.S. 1995) is an analyst
and programmer for administrative
computing. The UNIX operating system
and scripting languages, systems pro-
gramming in the C language, and the
World Wide Web pique his professional
interest. He enjoys the history, art, and
culture of ancient Egypt and the Horn of
Africa. “My great ambition,” he says, “is
to see Egypt again and Ethiopia for the
first time.” He is a fan of the Cleveland
Indians, the novels of Somerset Maugh-
am, and the music of the ’70s—especial-
ly music by Rod Stewart and the Faces.
“Having grown up in southern West Vir-
ginia I have an interest in labor history
and I’m a big fan of Mountaineer foot-
ball,” he says. Married to Karen Wal-
dron, he looks forward to the musical
performances in Oberlin and invites
everyone to visit his web page at
www.oberlin.edu/~dwaldron. Jeremy
Weaver (Cleveland State University
B.A. 1992, Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity M.N.O. 1997) is the assistant di-
rector of major gifts in the development
office. He has worked for the Lake Hos-
pital Foundation and United Way Ser-
vices. He says he looks forward to “work-
ing with alumni who have never been
visited by anyone from the College.” He
is married to Julie Weaver. The couple
has a two-year-old Labrador retriever.

Changes In Appointment
Former campus dining worker Brian
Dostal is now a custodian at the phys-
ical plant; he’s worked for the College
since 1987. Rosalyn Gillespie, former
departmental assistant for Residential
Life and Services, has become the de-
partmental assistant for the art de-
partment. She has worked for the office
since 1992. 

Departures
Director of Conservatory Development
and Assistant Director for Major Gifts
Beth Dochinger left the College Sep-
tember 5; she had started in 1994. Sep-
tember 15 was Linda Reicher’s last
day as music monographs cataloger for
the conservatory library. She had
worked for the College since 1991. On
September 19 Lori Kneisel, a word
processing coordinator for the Develop-
ment Resources Office, left after work-
ing for the College since 1977.

Transitions


