Oberlin College Library

Journal Format Guidelines

Oberlin’s offerings of journals in electronic format have increased exponentially in recent years.   Packages of electronic journal subscriptions, especially through OhioLINK, have allowed us to offer our users many titles beyond a core Oberlin collection.  Increasingly, we have also acquired electronic access to titles for which we also have tangible format (print or microform) subscriptions.  
We are approached regularly by journal publishers with whom we have subscriptions regarding whether we wish to retain tangible format subscriptions, switch to electronic only, or subscribe to both formats.  The same questions face us when we initiate new journal subscriptions.  
Students and faculty are generally comfortable with electronic access, and it is increasingly the preferred format due to ease of access.  Offering our users the benefits of electronic versions of subscriptions is essential.  Additionally, electronic-only journal access allows for some significant savings on the Library side in terms of staff time for processing, binding, shelving, etc.  Given the benefits of electronic access we should strongly consider opting for electronic-only format when faced with these decisions.

Despite the increasing availability and popularity of electronic-only journal access, however, there are several considerations which we must consistently take into account when making electronic/tangible format journal decisions.  
The following factors must be considered when deciding whether to retain or start a tangible format subscription in addition to the electronic access for any given journal.  Consistent attention to these factors, and recommendations, will help facilitate smooth and consistent decision-making when we are considering these questions.  
Print Browsability
Is the title part of a periodicals browsing collection in the AC or branches?  Should it be, or might it be in future?  Is the title considered important by faculty for print browsing (for some disciplines any “core” journal title might be considered important for print browsing).  If yes we should generally retain tangible format as well as electronic access.

Content Comparability

Is there loss of content, or quality of content, in electronic version of a title?  If so, we should consider staying with tangible format.
Archival Access   

Will we have perpetual access to archived issues of the title into the future?  If not, or if we feel that the archived access being offered might not be ultimately workable for us (via CD-ROM, as is the case with JSTOR, for example), we should either consider retaining tangible format subscriptions, or adopting a broader perspective which assumes that journals will continue to be available electronically into the future even if platforms, vendors, publishers etc. change.  [Note: the SFTF recommends that the Library as a whole lean toward the latter]
        
User Access
Does the publisher offer IP recognition and unlimited simultaneous use?  If not, consider staying with tangible format for time being.
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