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Biographical Dictionaries 

Dictionary of Ming biography, 1368-1644.

Association for Asian Studies. Ming Biographical History Project Committee.  

New York: Columbia University Press, 1976.

Main EAsia/Afr. Ref. DS 753.5 .A84 1976 vol. 1 & 2

Eminent Chinese of the Ching period (1644-1912).

Library of Congress, Asiatic Division. Arthur W. Hummel, ed. Washington: U.S. Govt.Print.Off.1943-44.

Main EAsia/Afr Ref. DS 734 .U65 vol. 1 & 2

Provides pen names, brief biographical data and short bibliographies.
[BQP 10/13/04]

Seymour, Nancy C.

An Index-Dictionary of Chinese Artists, and Collectors, Connoisseurs with Character Identification by Modified Stroke Count.  

Metuchen and London: Scarecrow Press, 1988.

Art Ref. N 7348 .S48 1988

The place to start biographical research for those who don't read Chinese, Seymour provides information on over 5,000 Chinese individuals from the T'ang Dynasty through the Modern Period.  Most sources are arranged by dynasty or period; Seymour directs readers from the artist to their period.  Her "Method for identifying Chinese Characters" is useful if one has an artist's name in character form and needs to identify its romanized (Wade-Giles) form.  Names with apostrophes are filed after those without (e.g., Chi precedes Ch'i).  Includes a useful index to alternate and additional names.
    



   [3/8/02, BQP]

Sullivan, Michael. 

Art and artists of twentieth-century China.  

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1996.

Art Lib. N 7345 .S79 1996


This extensive overview analyzes the art produced in twentieth-century China, and the collision of western artistic styles and techniques with traditional Chinese methods, ideas, and values.  The effects of western influence on “modern” China continues to be a frequently debated issue in the field of Chinese art history and this book reveals valuable information about the cultural and political climates that shaped artistic production from the beginning twentieth-century through the 1980's.  As noted by the author, this book discusses both “major” works and lesser known works (or works by lesser known artists) created during significant periods of cultural and political change.  In addition to a selected bibliography, this book is supplemented by a "Biographical Index" providing brief biographical data on twentieth-century Chinese artists. 
      [MJR 3/5/02]
Databases and Indexes

See also:
Academic Search Premier


Art Abstracts.


ARTbibliographies MODERN (ABM).


The Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals.

Bibliography of Asian Studies.

Association for Asian Studies.  

Print: 1941-1991 (Main Lib. Z 3001 .C94 and Main Ref. Z 3001 .C95).

Web: 1971 - present;  Search OBIS for the title Bibliography of Asian Studies. 


The Bibliography of Asian Studies (BAS) is an online version of the print Cumulative Bibliography of Asian Studies.  It indexes Western-language monographs, articles and book chapters on all parts of Asia published since 1971 in the humanities, social sciences, and some natural sciences.  (As of 1992 monographs are no longer indexed.)  The subject headings are very broad and indexing minimal, which unfortunately also limits the usefulness of this database for art research.  The Arts section is sub-divided into architecture, bronzes, calligraphy, ceramics, folk arts, painting, prints, sculpture, and textiles.  Still, it is one of the few English language indexes for Asian studies that includes art and architecture.

To quickly bridge the gap in coverage from 1991 to the present, the BAS staff have identified the most important 100+ periodicals in Asian Studies, and have given these high priority for indexing to make their coverage as up-to-date as possible.  The BAS is updated quarterly.  BAS has sought to provide extensive coverage of journal articles and chapters of edited volumes that deal in one way or another with the countries and civilizations of East, Southeast and South Asia or with the overseas Asian communities in North America, Europe and elsewhere in the world (the regions encompassed by the membership of the Association for Asian Studies), and which are of durable scholarly interest. 

[BQP 10/12/04]

Index to Art Periodicals Compiled in Ryerson Library, The Art Institute of Chicago.  

Boston: G. K. Hall, 1962.  11 volumes.  First Supplement, 1975,1 volume.

Art Ref. Index table  Z 5937.C55 1975




The Ryerson is a subject index, begun in 1907 that indexes about 350 serials.  Combined with Art Index, BHA, and ABM, English language access to literature in the visual arts is covered for most of the 20th century.  The Ryerson emphasizes 19th and 20th century painting, decorative arts, Oriental art, and Chicago architecture.  
     



[BQP 10/13/03-not in akr]

JSTOR: The Scholarly Journal Archive. 

149 Fifth Avenue, 8th Floor, New York, New York 10010

Web: 

The full-text of dozens of Asian studies journals (covering 1961- up to the past 3 to 5 years) can be searched, viewed and printed in JSTOR.  




     [BQP 4Apr06]

Dictionaries and Encyclopedias 

See also:  The Dictionary of Art. Editor, Jane Turner.  New York: Grove, 1996



Print:  Art Ref. N 31 .D55 1996



Web:  Search OBIS for the title grove art online.

Munsterberg, Hugo. 

Dictionary of Chinese and Japanese art.

New York: Hacker Art Books, 1981.

Art Ref. N 7340 .M8175 1981

A good tool for brief, factual answers to iconographical and biographical research questions.  Arranged alphabetically, this text also includes some historical information regarding schools, styles, techniques, and terms associated with the art of China and Japan.   [BQP 7/5/01, MJR 03/14/02]

Iconography

Bunce, Fredrick W.  

An Encyclopaedia of Buddhist deities, demigods, godlings, saints, and demons with special focus on iconographic attributes.  

New Delhi: D.K. Printworld, 1994.

Art Ref. BQ 130.B88  1994 vol.1&2 

A unique source providing a wealth of detailed information about Buddhism's complex supernatural world.  Volume 1, which is alphabetically arranged, provides short to long entries, occasionally accompanied by drawings -- a bibliography, introduction, and user's guide enhance its use.  Vol. 2 , which also has a user's guide, is composed primarily of tables for identifying deities by their attributes.  There are also sections of color plates, glossaries, appendixes, and a deity list. 
          [BQP 7/5/01]

Coomaraswamy, Ananda Kentish. 

Elements of Buddhist iconography.

Cambridge,Mass.: Harvard university press, 1935.

Art 709 .54 C78E

Eberhard, Wolfram.  

A dictionary of Chinese symbols: hidden symbols in Chinese life and thought.

Translated from the German by G.L. Campbell.

London; New York: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1986. 

Art Ref DS 721 .E32613 1986

Frédéric, Louis. 

Buddhism.

Paris; New York: Flammarion, c1995.  [English translation by Nissim Marshall]. 

Art Ref. N 8193.L6813 1995


A thorough yet easy-to-use work, this is a good place for an introduction to Buddist iconography and symbolism.  Arranged in narrative chapters; use the index to locate specific concepts in the text. 









 [BQP 8/10/01]

Hall, James. 

Illustrated dictionary of symbols in Eastern and Western Art.

London: John Murray, 1994.

Art Ref. N 7740.H351994

The Image of the Buddha.

Tokyo: Kodansha International, 1978.  1st ed.  

General editor, David L. Snellgrove.

Art Lib. N 8193.2 .A4I45 1978

Thorough discussion of Buddha images in Asian art. 



[BQP 7/5/01]

Munsterberg, Hugo.  

Symbolism in ancient Chinese art.

New York: Hacker Art Books, 1986.

Art N 7343.22 .M86 1986

Animals (e.g., dragon, tiger, bull), and other motifs (cicada, celestial symbols) are discussed with examples.  Arranged in narrative essays; use the index to locate specific terms.  Though somewhat out-of-date this title is still useful.         

 





       [BQP 7/5/01]
Oort, H. A. van.  

The iconography of Chinese Buddhism in traditional China.

Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1986.

Main N 8193 .C6 057 1986 vol.1&2



Covers the 3rd through  6th centuries -- the dawn of Buddhist art -- and the 10th through 13th centuries (Tang, Liao and Jin dynasties), the golden age of Buddhist art. 
       [BQP 10/14/03]

Williams, C.A.S. (Charles Alfred Speed).

Outlines of Chinese symbolism and art motives: an alphabetical compendium of antique legends and beliefs, as reflected in the manners and customs of the Chinese.

New York: Dover Publications, 1976. 3d rev. ed.

Reprint of the 1941 ed. published by Kelly and Walsh, Shanghai. Medley

Art Ref. GR 335 .W53 1976

Lists symbols & objects common in Chinese art and provides their meaning.  NB: this is a reprint of a text originally published in 1941, so it is out of date.  



[BQP 10/13/03]
Wu Family (Wu Liang) Shrines

“Ancestral shrines and memorial halls constitute a special type of religious architecture, ranging in size from modest, one-room family shrines to large temple-like complexes, perhaps with several courts and buildings. Family shrines usually consist of a simple, rectangular room made of large, engraved stone slabs.  …  The most important family shrines, however, are the Wu Liang ci (Wu family shrines), Jiaxiang, dating to AD 147–68. Only three of the four are preserved intact. They feature depictions of figures in stylized landscapes: the majority of the scenes are battle scenes arranged in bands divided by successive base-lines, filling every space in a classic example of horror vacui.”    
SØRENSEN, HENRIK H.: 'Shrine: East Asia', The Grove Dictionary of Art Online, ed. L. Macy (Accessed October 14, 2003) <http://www.groveart.com>

Liu, Cary Y.

Recarving China’s Past: Art, Archaeology, and Architecture of the “Wu family shrines.” 

Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Art Museum; New Haven: Cloth ed. distributed by Yale University Press, c2005


HYPERLINK "http://www.oberlin.edu/library/art/map.html"

Art Library
 
HYPERLINK "http://obis.oberlin.edu/search/cNB1280+.L582+2005/cnb+1280+l582+2005/-2,-1,,B/browse"

NB 1280 .L582 2005


"This book was published on the occasion of the exhibition Recarving China's past: art, archaeology, and architecture of the 'Wu family shrines,' organized by the Princeton University Art Museum, Princeton University Art Museum, March 5-June 26, 2005"—Colophon.






[BQP 4Apr06 not in akr]
Wu Hung.  

The Wu Liang Shrine: the ideology of early Chinese pictorial art.

Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1989.

Art NB 1280 .W77 1989

The author reconstructs the shrines of Wu Liang, analyzing the reliefs, listing the inscriptions, iconography, styles and literary sources, thereby building a picture of the Eastern Han style and iconography. 




[7/5/01, BQP]

Images


The Art Treasures of Dunhuang. [English translation of 
 HYPERLINK "http://obis.oberlin.edu/search/tTung-huang+ti+i+shu+pao+tsang.+English/ttung+huang+ti+i+shu+pao+tsang+english/-5,-1,0,B/browse" 

Tung-huang ti i shu pao tsang.] 


Hongkong: Joint Publishing Co.; New York: Lee Publishers Group ; 1981

Art Lib. ND 2850 .T8 T6313 1981

Dunhuang is the site of Buddhist cave sanctuaries. “From the 4th century to the 14th, Buddhist cave sanctuaries were continuously carved out in four or five tiers on the cliff face ….  At its height as a Buddhist complex in the 8th century AD, the complex is believed to have comprised more than 1000 caves. A total of 492 caves with wall paintings and sculptures survive, the earliest of which date to the early 5th century AD.  A hoard of old and rare manuscripts was also found at Dunhuang, including the world’s oldest complete printed book.” 


Wang, Dorothy C.: ' Dunhuang [Tun-huang]', The Grove Dictionary of Art Online, ed. L. Macy (Accessed 10/14/03) <http://www.groveart.com>

ARTstor

New York, ARTstor, [2003? - ].

Search OBIS for the title artstor

· Or go to: www.artstor.org
· 
An imagebase of more than 300,000 digital images and associated catalog data. ARTstor covers many time periods and cultures, and documents the fields of architecture, painting, sculpture, photography, decorative arts, and design. Users can search, view, and download images.  Users can browse images within or across collections or search for specific artists, works, periods, or styles. All images in ARTstor are accompanied by descriptive text. ARTstor also allows users to create groups of images for personal research or shared group study. For East Asian art the following collections are of particular interest:

· The Mellon International Dunhuang Archive
· High quality digital reconstructions of the mural paintings and related art and texts of the several hundred Buddhist cave shrines in Dunhuang China (Gobi Desert).

· 40+ cave grottos have been photographed

· Includes I mages of sacred and secular  scrolls, manuscripts, textiles  and other objects once located in Dunhuang

· Digitization of B&W historic photos of cave shrines from the 1940’s (Lo Archive at Princeton)
· The Huntington Archive of Asian Art (at Ohio State University) a basic broad collection of Asian art and architecture images
· The entire collection of 300,000 color slides and B&W photos documents East Asian art from 3,000 BC to the present

· 12,000 of the 300,000 have been digitized and cataloged by the Huntington’s for ARTstor  

 [BQP 4Apr06; viewed 10oct07]
Cahill, James.

An index of early Chinese painters and paintings: Tang, Sung, and Yuan.  

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1980.

Art Ref ND 1043.3 .C3

A compilation of all known Chinese paintings, by both anonymous and known painters, from the Tang, Song, and Yuan dynasties.  This index includes information regarding the ownership at the time of publication as well as citations for reproductions.  Wall paintings and archaeological materials are excluded.  Includes brief biographies of artists, their dates, variant names and specialties. 

  





      [BQP 10/14/03, MJR 2/20/02]
Cleveland Museum of Art.  

Masterworks of Asian art. 

Cleveland: Cleveland Museum of Art; New York: Thames and Hudson, 1998.

Art N 7262 .C59 1998


An excellent East Asian collection within an easy drive of Oberlin.  Many objects are also on their website; at:

 HYPERLINK "http://www.clemusart.com/index.html" 

www.clemusart.com/index.html
 




select “collections”  “by department”


 [BQP 4Apr06; viewed 10oct07]

Comprehensive illustrated catalog of Chinese paintings. [Translated title of: Ch¯ugoku kaiga s¯og¯o zuroku]  

Suzuki, Kei ed:  T¯oky¯o: T¯oky¯o Daigaku Shuppankai, 1982-1983

Art Ref. ND 1042 .C49 1982 vol. 1 - 5

Art Ref. ND 1042 .C484 1998 vol. 1-2 (Second Series)

A “union” catalogue of Chinese paintings in five volumes: 1) American & Canadian collections. 2) Southeast Asian & European collections. 3) Japanese collections - Museums. 4) Japanese collections - Temples & Individuals. 5) Indexes.


 [BQP10/14/03 not in akr]
Laing, Ellen Johnston.

An index to reproductions of paintings by twentieth century Chinese artists.  

Eugene, Oregon: University of Oregon, 1984.

Art Ref. ND 1045 .L35 1984

This index covers 3,500 "traditional style artists" (active from roughly 1912- 1980) and is divided into three categories: collaborative, institutional, and anonymous works. Titles and artists are listed in English with their corresponding Chinese characters. Citations to reproductions of their works and brief biographies are also included, in addition to a bibliography of indexed books and journals. Finally, the author has also provided a guide to alternate names. This revised edition corrects errors in and omissions from the 1984 edition.     
 






[BQP 1/10/03, MJR 2/20/02]
OhioLINK

Digital Media Center

[Columbus, Ohio] : OhioLINK, 1999-

Search OBIS for the title digital media center

Select “Art and Architecture”


A collection of 54,000 digital images from five sources including 3530 East Asian art objects selected to support introductory survey courses. Users are able to search by attributes such as date, title, or creator, and view both thumbnail and full images.  Browse by nationality to find variant terms for your culture, as truncation is not available.  






 [BQP 4Apr06]
Zhongguo mei shu quan ji Series.

Publisher and date varies: 

Pei-ching: Jen min mei shu ch`u pan she: Fa hsing che Hsin hua shu tien Pei-ching fa hsing so, 

Pei-ching: Wen wu ch`u pan she : Fa hsing che Hsin hua shu tien Pei-ching fa hsing so, 

Shang-hai: Shang-hai jen min mei shu ch`u pan she: Fa hsing che Hsin hua shu tien Shang-hai fa hsing so

Art Lib. Perm. Open Reserve (under Chung-kuo mei shu…) 46 volumes, call numbers vary.

History of ancient Chinese arts including sculpture, pottery, textiles, painting, prints, architecture, and calligraphy. 
Overviews


The British Museum book of Chinese art.

Jessica Rawson, ed.  

London: Published for the Trustees of the British Museum by the British Museum Press, 1992.

Art Lib. N 7342 .B75 1992

This text provides a good introduction to and outline of the various aspects of Chinese art.  The many appendixes (chronologies, list of sites, painters and glossaries) are especially useful.    [16Aug01 BQP]

Cahill, James.

Chinese painting.  

Geneva: Skira; New York: Rizzoli, 1985.

Art ND 1043 .C28 1985

This monograph surveys the most important paintings and artists beginning in the Han dynasty (206 B.C.-221 A.D.) through to the Ching Dynasty (1644-1911).  The chapters are organized by dynasty, specific schools, and artistic subject matters.  For the reader's convenience, the author has also included a selected bibliography covering both general and specific subjects, in addition to a table of dynasties, and an index of names.  Many color images are provided. 
      [2/29/02, MJR]
China, 5000 years: innovation and transformation in the arts.

Selected by Sherman Lee.  New York: Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, 1998.

Art Osize N 7342 .C525 1988

Catalog of an exhibition held at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum New, York, Feb. 6-June 3, 1998 and Guggenheim Museum Bilbao, summer 1998.  This excellent catalog features  250 outstanding objects from China.  See also the related website with images of the objects and some text from the catalog:      


http://kaladarshan.arts.ohio-state.edu/exhib/gug/intr/china.html  


[BQP 4Apr06; viewed 10oct07]
Clunas, Craig.

Art in China. 

Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 1997.  Series: Oxford History of Art.

Art N 7340 .C59 1997

This concise history of Chinese art includes a useful timeline.  Especially nice, and somewhat unusual, is the bibliographic essay at the end, whose arrangement mirrors the chapters in the text.  An excellent starting place for up-to-date bibliographies and overviews of this vast topic. 
         [BQP 8/8/01]
Fisher, Robert E.  

Buddhist art and architecture.  

New York: Thames and Hudson, 1993. Series:  World of art.

Art N 8193.A4 F57 1993

Hutt, Julia.  

Understanding far eastern art: a complete guide to the arts of China Japan and Korea: ceramics, sculpture, painting, prints, lacquer, textiles and metalwork.  

Oxford: Phaidon, 1987.

Art N 7337.H97 1987

Introduces primary materials and the techniques used to create art

[10/14/03, BQP]

Lee, Sherman E.  

A history of Far Eastern art.   5th ed. edited by Naomi Noble Richard. 

New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1994.

Art Lib. N 7336 .L43 1994


A broad analysis of Asian art written for the non-specialist, this standard work is a good place to start for an introduction to the field.  Parts I and IV deal with China. 

 [BQP 10/3/02]
Soper, Alexander and Laurence Sickman.

The art and architecture of China.  

New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992.

Art Lib. N 7340 .S46 1992

Sullivan, Michael.

The arts of China.  

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999. 4th ed., expanded & rev.

Art Lib. N 7340 .S92 1999


This is one of the standard introductory texts for the study of Chinese art. Organized by period from before the Shang dynasty, this fourth edition was revised and expanded to include updated archeological findings and information on twentieth century artists and works. Many useful maps and illustrations are provided throughout, in addition to a bibliography for further reading. 
[MJR 3/1/02]

Primary Sources


Early Chinese texts on painting. 

Susan Bush and Hsio-yen Shih, compilers and eds.  

Cambridge: Published for the Harvard-Yenching Institute by Harvard University Press, 1985.

Art Lib. ND 1500 .E25 1985



This anthology provides translations of literature produced in China through the 14th century.  According to the editors, this compilation of texts is explicitly geared toward Western readers, and intends to promote an understanding of the cultural context that informed both the creation and reception of Chinese painting.  Texts are organized by topic headings and address issues of artistic production, painting significance, and a wide range of painting subject matters.  The appendix contains short biographies of painters, critics, and calligraphers, with both Chinese and English language references.  In addition, the appendix provides a useful glossary of terms, and for further research, a detailed annotated bibliography. 









 [2/19/02, MJR]
Lin, Yutang.  

The Chinese theory of art; translations from the masters of Chinese art.

New York, Putnam Sons, 1967.

Art 709.51 L63C 


An anthology of translations from writings by Chinese artists and art critics on problems, techniques, style, and taste.  The introduction includes a list of schools and styles, artists, and influences.  Translators' comments are in square brackets. 





[BQP, 8/24/01]
MS WORD OSX
BARB/lib instruction/research methods / art 401 bibs/ east asian /Easian&ChineseSpr’064.doc

BQP, Oberlin College,

8
7

