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World Atlas of Architecture.

Boston, Mass.: G.K. Hall, c1984

Art Reference
 NA 200 .W67 1984

Biographical Dictionaries



See also:
The Dictionary of Art.  Print: Art Ref. N 31 .D55 1996; 





Web: Search OBIS for the title grove art online
 
Encyclopedia of 20th century architecture.  Art Reference NA 680 .E495 2004, vol. 1-3



Avery Index (which now contains files from the Avery Obituary Index of Architects.)

Contemporary Architects.  

Murial Emanuel, ed.  

New York: St. James Press, 1994.  Third ed.

Art Ref. NA 680 .C6255 1994b

The in-depth entries in this work include biographical information, a chronological list of works, sections devoted to publications by and about the architect, a relatively short critical essay, and often a statement by the architect. At least one black and white image of a work by each architect is provided. The architects covered vary with each edition. 






[BQP 8/10/01]
Directory of British architects 1834-1914.

British Architectural Library, Royal Institute of British Architects.

London; New York: Continuum, 2001
Updated and expanded ed

Art Ref. NA 967 .D5724 2001 vol. 1 & 2 

International Dictionary of Architects and Architecture.  

Detroit, London, Washington, D.C.: St. James Press,1993. 

Art Ref. NA 40 .I48 1993
    


Volume I (Architects) contains articles on 523 architects, with chronologies of works, bibliographies, and other material. This title is more up-to-date than (though with fewer entries) than the Macmillan Encyclopedia of Architects (Art Ref. NA 40 .M25 1982 vol. 1-4). Volume 2 (Architecture) contains in-depth articles on 467 buildings and sites that have "figured prominently in Western architectural history." (Introduction, p. vii) 







[BQP 7/5/01]

Macmillan Encyclopedia of Architects.  

Adolf K. Placzek, ed. 

New York: Macmillan, 1982.  4 vols.


Art Ref. NA 40 .M25 1982

This standard tool provides substantial articles on over 2,400 living and dead architects, planners, engineers, designers, landscape architects, and firms. Entries list works with dates and locations as well as bibliographies and illustrations.






 [BQP 7/5/01]
Withey, Henry F. and Elsie Rathburn Withey.  

Biographical Dictionary of American Architects (Deceased).  

Los Angeles: Hennessey & Ingalls, 1970.

Art Ref. NA 53 .W47 


Provides entries for 2,000 architects living from 1740-1952.  Some bibliographic references are included. 











 [BQP 5/7/01]

Dictionaries and Encyclopedias

Almanac of architecture and design 

Norcross, GA : Greenway Communications, c2000-

Art Library
NA 2750 .A46 2001  
 (Current year in Art Ref.)

This title has offers comprehensive facts, records, and rankings for architecture and design professions; provides information on past and present design leaders; and includes related statistics important to architecture and design professions.  The 2001 edition provides expanded information about museum exhibitions and ranks degree programs. Additionally, it includes important speeches and essays by top architects and designers.  For quick research use the comprehensive index. 

          [MJR 01/21/03]

Ching, Frank.

A Visual Dictionary of Architecture.

New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold, c1995

Art Ref. NA 31 .C44 1995

Around 65 basic architecture concepts are defined and illustrated (e.g., brick, church, history, joinery, moisture control, membrane, window).  Each entry is amplified with illustrations and definitions of both the original term and a selection of related concepts.  Although useful for its many illustrations the selection of terms seems rather arbitrary.





[BQP 2/7/02]

Curl, James Stevens.

A Dictionary of Architecture.

Oxford; New York : Oxford University Press, 1999

Art Ref. NA 31 .C86 1999

In addition to architectural terms, this dictionary includes definitions of significant styles, movements, and architects in Western Europe, the United Kingdom, and the Americas. This resource contains black and white drawings throughout, and many entries include their own bibliographies. A more extensive bibliography appears at the end of the dictionary. 



[BQP 2/7/02; MJR 2/8/02]
Curl, James Stevens.

A dictionary of architecture and landscape architecture.

Oxford [England]; New York: Oxford University Press, 2006.  2nd ed

Print:    Art Reference  NA 31 .C864 2006

Online: Search OBIS keyword =oxford  reference and curl

In addition to architectural terms this dictionary includes significant styles, movements and architects in Western Europe, the United Kingdom, and North America. 



[BQP 20Aug07]
Curl, James Stevens.  

Encyclopaedia of Architectural Terms.
London: Donhead, 1993.

Art Ref. NA 31 .C87 1993

An excellent resource for this specialized subject area, which contains short entries often accompanied by diagrams, photographs, and cross-references.  Especially noteworthy is the section devoted to symbols. 










[BQP 8/24/04]
The Elements of Style: A Practical Encyclopedia of Interior Architectural Details From 1485 to the Present.

New York: Simon and Schuster, 1991.

Art Ref. NA 2850 .E44 1991

This title brings together written and visual material often difficult to locate.  Numerous color and black and white photographs, diagrams, and drawings complement the relatively short entries, which are arranged by broad subject areas, such as doors, walls, fireplaces, lighting, and woodwork.  Entries are grouped under larger historical sections, beginning with "Tudor and Jacobean (1485-1625)" and ending with "Beyond Modern (1950-1990)."  A glossary and "Directory of Suppliers," a bibliography, and an index complete the work.









 [BQP 10/14/02]
Encyclopedia of 20th century architecture.

Sennott, R. Stephen, ed.

New York: Fitzroy Dearborn, 2004.

Art Reference      NA 680 .E495 2004 vol. 1 - 3

The entries fall in three broad categories: persons, places and architecture topics.  Persons is defined to include individual architects, firms, critics and architectural historians.  Places include developed cities, countries, and regions as well as specific buildings and sites (including unbuilt projects).  Architecture is defined as buildings types, materials, building technology, stylistic and theoretical terms, movements, the practice of architecture, and planning.  Entries include bibliographies; entries for persons or firms include a partial list of works.







  [BQP 6/21/2004]

Encyclopedia of Vernacular Architecture of The World.

Edited by Paul Oliver.

Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997

Art Ref. NA 208 .E53 1997, Vol. 1-3

Divided into three volumes, the Encyclopedia of Vernacular Architecture is a basic resource for this new area of study.  As stated in Oliver's introduction "Vernacular architecture is now the term most widely used to denote indigenous, tribal, folk, peasant, and traditional architecture."  Volume 1 discusses broad concepts such as 'typologies', 'symbolism and decoration', 'environment' and 'materials and building resources'.  Volumes 2 and 3 survey vernacular architecture worldwide, arranged by continent followed by region. Both secular and sacred structures are included in this encyclopedia.  The structures and building methods discussed are considered within their particular social and environmental context, disregarding political divisions where appropriate.  This encyclopedia also provides line drawings, photographs and some architectural plans. 






[BQP 2/7/02; MJR 2/12/02]

Glass, Jacqueline 
Encyclopaedia of architectural technology.

Chichester : Wiley-Academy, 2002

Art Ref. NA 31 .G53 2002

Glossary of art, architecture, & design since 1945.

Walker, John Albert. 

Boston: G.K. Hall, 1992
3rd ed

Art Reference
 N 34 .W34 1992

Harris, Cyril M.  

Dictionary of Architecture & Construction.  

New York: McGraw-Hill,  2000, 3rd ed
Art Ref. NA 31 .H32 2000

The 3rd edition revises and updates this standard source, known for its extensive coverage of architecture and construction terminology. Organized in alphabetical order, it includes 24,500 terms and over 2,000 useful diagrams and illustrations. This comprehensive, yet compact dictionary is highly accessible, and provides quick information in the fields of architecture and building. 

[BQP 8/10/01, MJR 02/01/02]
Wilkes, Joseph A. editor-in-chief, Robert T. Packard, associate editor. 
Encyclopedia of architecture: design, engineering & construction.

New York: Wiley, c1988-1990

Art Ref. NA 31 .E59 1988 vol. 1 – 5 

A comprehensive encyclopedia written for engineers and professional architects, this title is especially useful for its thorough, technical explanations of materials and structures. Topics covered range from styles, environmental factors, materials and their use, construction issues as well as brief biographies of selected architects, engineers and designers. The thorough essays are followed by bibliographies. 











[6/10/02, MJR, BQP]

Images

(Including reproductions, sections, elevations and plans.)

Architecture in Detail Series.

London: Phaidon, 1983? - .  

To find titles in this series search OBIS for the title architecture in detail.
Volumes in this series cover primarily western architecture from many periods.  Each volume focuses on one important structure, providing extensive interior and exterior photographs and drawings.        [7/01, BQP]
Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals. 

Getty Information Institute and Avery Architectural and Fine Arts Library at Columbia University, New York.

Expands and updates the printed Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals.

Web: 1930 – present; Search OBIS for the title avery index.
The Avery Index is an excellent way to locate plans, sections and elevations as each citation provides detailed information about the type of illustrations included.  Select 


“Limit” then 



“Illustration” and the type of drawing desired (e.g., “section”, “plan”, “elevation”, etc.), then select 




“Apply Limit.” 






[BQP 6Sept06]

El Croquis. 

[Madrid, Spain] : El Croquis,

Art Periodicals.  LIB. HAS 70,73,85,88/89-92,94,102-105,111- present

Search OBIS for the title croquis; limit the format to “search periodicals only”

This bilingual (parallel text in Spanish and English) title is both a serial and a monographic series.  Both formats have lots of plans, sections, drawings, elevation, photos, etc. of works by major architects.  El Croquis is one of those rare series that has its finger on the pulse of world architecture, producing beautiful monographs on Eisenman (1997), Herzog and de Meuron (1997), Tadao Ando (1996), Steven Holl (1996), Daniel Libeskind (1996), Zaha Hadid, Frank Gehry, Jean Nouvel, Alvaro Siza Viera, Rem Koohaas and others.  El Croquis covers the most exciting figures in contemporary architecture. 
     [BQP 6Sept06]
The Great Buildings Collection.  

Matthews, Kevin.

New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold, c1995

CD-ROM: Art CD-ROM  NA 200 .M34 1995

Web: http://www.greatbuildings.com/ (Basic text and some images and models)

The Great Buildings Collection represents more than 750 important buildings from around the world and throughout human history. The CD-ROM includes photographic images, drawings, videos, textual commentary, and interactive three-dimensional models of selected buildings.  Elevations, sections, and plans for many buildings are included. Images and drawings can be printed (NB: only thumbnails of drawings can be printed). A less complete version of The Great Buildings Collection is also available on the Internet (www.greatbuildings.com/). 





[BQP 8/21/07]
Key buildings of the twentieth century: plans, sections, and elevations. 

Richard Weston

New York: W.W. Norton, c2004 

Art Library
 
NA 2705 .W44 2004 (LIB USE ONLY)

Art CD-ROMs
 NA2705 .W44 2004  CD-ROM

Teague, Edward H.  

Index to Italian Architecture: A Guide to Key Monuments and Reproduction Sources.  

New York, Westport, and London: Greenwood Press, 1992.

Art Ref. NA 111 .T4 1992   

A useful resource for locating reproductions of significant monuments from a wide range of historical periods and styles, as well as their respective plans, elevations and sections. Includes indexes for site, architect, type, work, and chronology, and a bibliography of titles. 

[BQP 7/5/01; MJR 02/06/02]
Teague, Edward H.  

World Architecture Index: A Guide to Illustrations.  

New York, Westport, and London: Greenwood Press, 1991.

Art Ref. NA 202 .T4 1991   


A useful tool for locating plans, elevations, and sections.  There are separate indexes by site, architect, type, work as well as a bibliography of titles indexed. 




[BQP 5/22/02]
Weston, Richard, 1953- 

Key buildings of the twentieth century: plans, sections, and elevations.

New York: W.W. Norton, c2004
Art Library, NA  2705 .W44 2004
Art CD-ROMs, NA 2705 .W44 2004 CD-ROM

World architecture 1900-2000: a critical mosaic. 

General editor, Kenneth Frampton. 

Wien: Springer, c1999-2002

Art Reference, NA 680 .W67 1999, vol. 1 - 10 

This ambitious work divides the world into 10 continental sectors, each represented by a volume in the set.  Within each sector 100 "canonical buildings" were chosen as representive of 20th century architectural developments in that sector.  Selections were made by ballot; nominators were architectural historians and critics.  Introductory texts to each volume attempt a comprehensive account of the production of 20th century architecture in the given sector.  Each building is given a two page spread with photographs, plans and bibliography.  This title is unusual in both conception and comprehensiveness. 
[BQP 6/21/2004]
Periodical Indexes

See also: 
Art Abstracts


Bibliography of the History of Art  (BHA).

RIBA Library Catalogue database

Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals. 

Getty Information Institute and Avery Architectural and Fine Arts Library at Columbia University, New York.

Expands and updates the printed Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals.

Web: 1930 – present; Search OBIS for the title avery index.
Begun in 1934, the Avery Library, Columbia University, is one of the most comprehensive architecture libraries in the world.  Its periodical index is superb, covering a wide and rich variety of subjects and publications.  The Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals indexes more than 1,000 periodicals -- published worldwide -- on architecture as well as archeology, city planning, interior design, landscape architecture, and historic preservation.  Coverage reaches from the 1930s (with selective coverage dating back to the 1860s) to the present (online only).  The Avery Index has also indexed the following important architecture journals from their inception:
American Architect (1876 - present)






Architectural Forum (1892 - present)






Architectural Record (1891 - present)








Progressive Architecture (1920 - present)


The 10-volume Burnham Index, never before available online, has been retrospectively converted and integrated into the Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals. The Burnham Index cited 214 serials covering the years 1833 to the mid-1960s.  The addition of the Burnham Index substantially increases the Avery Index's coverage of midwestern materials.  Search by keyword to account for variances in subjects, names, and names of buildings. 


Records from the Avery Library’s Obituary Index were added to the online database in 2001. Obituary citations provide an excellent source of biographical and professional information about architects.  For less-published architects, obituaries are often the only available source of biographical data.  The obituary citations complement the extensive coverage of literature in architecture, architectural history, and the design aspects of urban planning found in the Avery Index.  The newly added citations originate from Avery's Obituary Index. Started in 1934, at the same time as the Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals, the Obituary Index began as a separate card file of obituaries from the same journals covered by the Avery Index. Like the topical Index, the Obituary Index includes extensive back-indexing of same four crucial American periodicals noted above. The Journal of the Royal Institute of British Architects and its preceding Transactions are back-indexed as far as 1865, providing an extensive record of English architects. Many other journals are selectively analyzed. Portraits or illustrations are noted whenever they appear. Beginning in 1979, when the Avery Index went online obituaries were included, distinguished by the addition of "[Obituary]" to the article title, making them easily retrievable in title searches.

Use The Avery Index to locate plans, sections and elevations as each record provides detailed information about the type of illustration in the article cited.  

Select “Limit” then 



“Illustration” and the type of drawing desired (e.g., “section”, “plan”, “elevation”, etc.), then select 




“Apply Limit.” 






[BQP 6Sept06]
Index to Historic Preservation Periodicals.  
National Trust for Historic Preservation Library of the University of Maryland, College Park.  

General editor, Hye Yun Choe. 

Print: Art Ref. Z 1251 .A2 U5 1988 (Coverage is from 1979 to 1987)

Web: http://www.lib.umd.edu/cgi-bin/databases.cgi?alpha=N 


Login as a “guest”



Search for the Database Name “NTL”



Click the magnifying glass (to search.

The print publication is an alphabetical listing, by subject, of articles in international, national, regional, state and local historic preservation publications.  Popular and scholarly magazines are also indexed, as are selected brochures and other ephemera.  Each citation is listed only once, so several, sometimes many, subjects must be consulted to see the full range of related articles.

The web version of this index (called the NTL Index for National Trust Library Index) is a database citations to articles in several hundred preservation newsletters, magazines and journals in the National Trust Library.  The NTL INDEX provides over 15,000 citations, including author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, date, page numbers, index terms (descriptors) and a brief annotation. 

Citations come from the 325+ preservation newsletters, magazines and journals in the National Trust Library.  The NTL Index includes over 15,000 citations each including a brief annotation. Coverage is 1986 to the present.








 [BQP 20Sept07]
Catalogue of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) library.

London, The Royal institute of British architects, 

Print: Art Library Z 5945 .S57 1937 vol. 1&2;  (Coverage through 1937-38 )

Web: 
www.architecture.com/LibraryDrawingsAndPhotographs/RIBALibrary/RIBALibrary.aspx


Or search OBIS for the title riba library catalogue

Select “Catalogue” in the left column 

Go to the catalog directly: http://library.riba.org/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/rX9CQTLyVX/0/0/49

The Royal Institute of British Architects' British Architectural Library is the largest and most comprehensive resource in the United Kingdom for research and information on all aspects of architecture. The Library was established in 1834 as the library of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA Library). “The collection comprises the Sir Banister Fletcher Library of books and periodicals and the Special Collections of drawings, photographs, manuscripts and archives.” The RIBA Library catalogue online is a free index of more than 200,000 records, with abstracts, describing journal articles, books, drawings, photographs, manuscripts and archives.  The catalog includes over 30,000 books, 150,000 articles from 300 periodicals in 20 languages, and 23,000 records of drawings, photos, and manuscripts for items in the RIBA archives, drawings, and photography collections.  Brief biographical information on UK architects is also available.  The entire library collection is not represented however; the database covers only material been catalogued or indexed since the 1980's. 



[BQP 20Sept07]
Primary Sources

A Documentary history of art.

Selected and edited by Elizabeth Gilmore Holt

New Haven: Yale University Press, <-c1986>

Art Library
 N 5303 .D6 1986  vol. 3 “From the classicists to the impressionists, art and architecture in the 19th century.”

Topographical Guides (a.k.a. Travel Guides)

(See also the Topographical Guides section of the Ancient bibliography) 


“Topographical guides” document monuments at a site and is a phrase usually reserved for ancient structures.  Modern architecture has a similar publication type known as the “travel guide” or simply “guidebook.”  The travel guides' audience is usually the educated tourist.  They are particularly useful for specialized local information and as such are helpful for building research since they list structures not documented elsewhere.   Although there is a wealth of artistic information in these titles, the predominant emphasis is on historical and geographical information.  These publications, once commonly known as “Baedekers,” were conceived in Europe in the 19th century.  This early interest in and documentation of architecture preserved information about structures that no longer exist or have substantially changed in the intervening decades. A significant number of travel guides are located in the Main Library, with some in Main Reference..  These include the Fodor's Modern Guides, Nagel's Travel Guide series, the Michelin guides, and second copies of many of the Baedeker guides.  Two series in the Art Library --the Baedeker guides and the guides of the Touring Club Italiano--are perhaps the most well-known of the general art-related travel guides.  


Karl Baedeker (1801-1859) was a German printer who founded a publishing firm specializing in guidebooks designed to provide the traveler with practical information that would enable her/him to dispense with paid guides.  The first of the "Baedekers" was a German-language guide to Germany and the Low Countries (1839).  The first French edition appeared in 1846 and the first English edition in 1861.  The titles eventually covered most European countries, some regional subdivisions therein, North America, and the Far East.  Under the ownership of his sons, the firm published titles well into the 1920s.  Because of their relatively small size, thoroughness, and reliability, the Baedeker guides became extremely popular and, indeed, the name has become almost synonymous with guidebook.  The English-language editions for Italy were particularly popular with American and English travelers from the 1880s to before the First World War as well as with connoisseurs of English literature from the same time period, a single example being E. M. Forster's 1908 novel, and the film from the mid-1980s, of A Room With a View. 


The Main and Art libraries have examples of the German, French, and English editions, ranging from the 1870s to the 1920s.  The Baedekers are all in the 914s, but all have distinct call numbers.  An OBIS author search by "Baedeker" reveals the various titles.  They are also readily identifiable by their size, by the Baedeker name prominently displayed on the spine, and by their distinctive red color.                [Jeff Weidmann, 1995?; Rev. BQP 2/28/2005]

AIA Guide to Boston.  

Susan and Michael Southworth.  Chester: The Globe Pequot Press, 1992. 2nd ed.

Art NA 735 .B7 S69 1992

One of a series of excellent guides to the architecture of major American cities, each published by a local chapter of The American Institute of Architects.  An OBIS Title search by "AIA Guide"  reveals titles in the collection.  One can also browse the stacks in the area of NA 735.  The Guide to Cleveland Architecture is in Art Ref. NA 735 .C6 G84.
   



[JWeidmann 1993?; rev. BQP 2/28/2005]

Dehio, Georg. 

Handbuch der Deutschen Kunstdenkmäler.  

München: Deutscher Kunstverlag, 1964-.

Art N 6870’s    

This series of handbooks describe the art and architecture of Germany from prehistoric times to the present, with each volume devoted to a particular place.  There are two earlier series, (709.43 D366H and 709.43 D366H.2).  The most recent series is shelved under multiple call numbers; search the series title Handbuch der Deutschen Kunstdenkmaler in OBIS to locate all the volumes.  


[BQP 8/23/01]
Pevsner, Nikolaus (ed.).  

The Buildings of England. 

Hammondsworth: Penguin, 1951- 

Art NA 969, NA 970, & NA 971

Most of the volumes in this county-by-county survey of the major buildings of England (from prehistory to the present) begin with the call number NA 969, several others begin with either NA 970 or NA 971.  The pocket-sized volumes are modeled after the well-know Dehio series (Art NA 6870's).  Prepared for the serious art tourist the quality of the scholarship has made this set a basic reference source for the study of English architecture. To see all the titles in this series at Oberlin College search OBIS for the author Pevsner, Nikolaus. 







[BQP 2/8/02].
Touring Club Italiano.  

Guida d'Italia del Touring Club Italiano.   

Milano: Touring Club Italiano, 1961-1967.  23 vols.

Art 914.5 T645G 

Begun in 1959, the TCI guides have appeared in a number of editions.  The detailed guidebooks to each of 23 regions in Italy provide generally reliable, current information on art and architecture.  They are shelved together, and an OBIS title search reveals information on all the volumes.

[BQP 9/9/03]
MS Word OSX
Oberlin College, BQP
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