
The Oberlin Conservatory of Music and Oberlin College

A Brief Overview

Awarded the 2009 National Medal of Arts by President Barack Obama, the Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music is renowned internationally as a professional music school 
of the highest caliber. Praised as a “national treasure” by the Washington Post, the 
conservatory, founded in 1865 and situated amid the intellectual vitality of Oberlin 
College since 1867, is the oldest continuously operating conservatory in the United 
States. Oberlin’s alumni enjoy illustrious careers in all aspects of the music world. They 
have achieved prominence as solo performers; chamber, orchestral, and jazz musicians; 
composers; conductors; and music educators, scholars, and administrators. Ranked 
consistently among the nation’s top liberal arts schools, Oberlin College is committed 
to rigorous academics, artistic and musical excellence, and social justice. Founded in 
1833, Oberlin was the first institution of higher education in America to adopt a policy 
to admit students of color (1835) and the first college to award bachelor’s degrees to 
women (1841) in a coeducational program. Oberlin’s distinct history of challenging 
intellectual and social conventions shapes the student experience today, fostering strong 
bonds among a diverse community of bright and talented students from around the 
world. Oberlin’s combination of a leading liberal arts college and a world-class music 
conservatory creates an unparalleled learning environment.
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