
The Oberlin Conservatory of Music

A Brief Overview

Awarded the 2009 National Medal of Arts by President Barack Obama, the Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music is renowned internationally as a professional music school of the 
highest caliber. Praised as a “national treasure” by the Washington Post, the conservatory, 
founded in 1865 and situated amid the intellectual vitality of Oberlin College since 
1867, is the oldest continuously operating conservatory in the United States. Oberlin’s 
alumni enjoy illustrious careers in all aspects of the music world. They have achieved 
prominence as solo performers; chamber, orchestral, and jazz musicians; composers; 
conductors; and music educators, scholars, and administrators. For more information 
visit www.oberlin.edu. 
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