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Since 1980, Oberlin has undertaken several studies of student persistence to graduation.

While we have learned more about how student characteristics and experiences contribute to
persistence, we have been largely unable to determine what happens to those students who
eventually withdraw from Oberlin. The most common question in this regard is to what extent
withdrawals continue their education at another institution. Periodic surveys have shed some
light on this but for the first time, we have systematically collected information on the
subsequent enrollments of these students using data from the National Student Loan
Clearinghouse (NSLC).

Despite their name, NSLC does not limit its data collection to student loan recipients. They now
have data, at the student record level, of enrollments at ninety-one percent of the colleges and
universities in the country. By paying a modest annual fee, institutions can participate in data
exchanges with NSLC and receive identifiable student information' with enrollment information
for admit/cancels through graduation.

The population selected for this analysis consisted of any student with a Banner record
(beginning fall 1999) who withdrew from Oberlin and did not re-enroll at Oberlin through the
beginning of the spring semester, 2003:

Total Number 459
Male 195
Female 264
African American 32
Native American 5
Asian American 34
Latino 19
White/Other 338
Foreign 31

Of this number, NSLC found 455 students in their database and matched 321 (71%, likely an
underestimate given NSLC participation) with enrollments at other institutions after they had
withdrawn from Oberlin. Twenty of those students either enrolled at institutions that block
NSLC from releasing detail data to other institutions or have blocked their information
themselves. We therefore have transfer data on 301 of the 455 students who withdrew from
Oberlin. We can assume that some larger number actually enrolled at another institution but that
number cannot be determined nor estimated. The breakdown of known transfers as a percentage
of the population of withdrawals is as follows:

Total Number 66.1%

! Institutions and students may elect to block their data so even with 100% institutional participation the results of
the data exchange will never be 100% complete.



Male 64.8%

Female 67.0%
African American 71.9%
Native American 60.0%
Asian American 79.4%
Latino 66.7%
White/Other 66.9%
Foreign 36.7%>

Once we know these numbers, we are quickly drawn to the questions; at what kinds of
institutions do these students enroll and can we infer anything from that answer?

The list of transfer institutions is impressive in both its number and diversity. The complete list
is attached to this report but categorizing the institutions by type, control, Carnegie Classification
etc., is a better way to attempt to answer our questions. Thankfully, NSLC provides the Federal
Interagency Committee on Education (FICE) code for the transfer institutions, therefore allowing
us to link the file to NCES data on institutional characteristics. We were able to match all but
eleven of the institutions to the NCES data giving us good data on the kinds of institutions our
withdrawn students transfer to:’

African White/Othe

Male Female Am Native Am Asian Am Latino r Foreign
Control and Affiliation
Public 66.7% 57.3% 73.3% 33.3% 72.5% 70.6% 58.9% 27.3%
Private, Not Religious 23.1% 35.4% 20.0% 33.3% 22.5% 17.6% 32.5% 63.6%
Private, Religious 10.2% 7.3% 6.7% 33.3% 5.0% 11.8% 8.7% 9.1%
Highest Degree
Offered
Less Than 4 year 11.6% 12.2% 26.7% 0.0% 17.5% 11.8% 10.1% 9.1%
Bachelor 10.2% 6.5% 0.0% 66.7% 0.0% 5.9% 9.1% 9.1%
Masters 6.8% 11.8% 3.3% 0.0% 10.0% 0.0% 11.6% 0.0%
Post Masters Certificate 2.7% 6.5% 16.7% 0.0% 0.0% 5.9% 4.9% 0.0%
Doctoral 68.7% 62.6% 53.3% 33.3% 72.5% 76.5% 64.0% 81.8%
Carnegie
Classification
Research | or Il 63.3% 53.7% 50.0% 33.3% 62.5% 70.6% 56.2% 72.7%
Masters | or Il 10.2% 15.0% 20.0% 0.0% 7.5% 5.9% 14.2% 9.1%
Bachelors | 11.6% 11.8% 0.0% 33.3% 10.0% 11.8% 13.6% 9.1%
Bachelors Il 1.4% 1.6% 0.0% 33.3% 0.0% 0.0% 1.7% 0.0%
Other 13.5% 17.9% 30.0% 0.0% 20.0% 11.7% 14.3% 9.1%

? Students enrolling in institutions outside of the US are not part of the NSLC database. That likely depresses this
number
3 Students who have transferred to more than one institution are counted more than once



We are immediately struck by the fact that the majority of transfers enroll at public research
universities and may assume that cost is a primary factor for both withdrawing and subsequent
enrollment. While this may be to some extent true, the NCES data points us into other
directions.

The average in-state cost’ incurred by students transferring to other institutions is $20, 551.
Out-of-state costs average $25,103. Oberlin's cost for the comparable year was $25,348.

These differences are not insignificant, however they are not large. The range of costs for the
transfer institutions is rather expansive however - $5,700 to $35,752. Lower cost may indeed be
a reason for some of the withdrawing students but we see very little difference in costs incurred
across ethnicity and gender. In other words, if lower cost is a reason, it does not appear to be
differentiated across ethnic groups.

The most striking difference in institutional characteristics across ethnicity is the percentage of
students who are Black/non-Hispanic at the transfer institutions:

African Am Native Am Asian Am Latino White/Other Foreign
Percent Black/Non-Hispanic 18.3% 8.0% 6.9% 10.3% 6.9% 6.8%

These differences may be an artifact of the types of transfer institutions chosen for other reasons
but we cannot deny that the differences are more noticeable than differences in cost. We cannot
assume that African American students are withdrawing from Oberlin and transferring to
institutions with higher black/non-Hispanic enrollments because of those enrollments but there is
a stronger case for that than transferring for cost. It is also supported somewhat by previous
surveys and anecdotal evidence.

Data from the NSLC is not limited to analyses of withdrawn students. We can use it to get more
information on the educational trajectories of our graduates. The Director of our Upward Bound
Program also plans to use it to track post-secondary enrollments of program participants. We
can also bring in other data from the NCES such as financial position, financial aid profiles and
graduate rates of transfer institutions. If Oberlin agrees to participate in the DegreeVerify
service, we can get information on degrees completed by students once enrolled at Oberlin.

It's clear that NSLC is a valuable tool as we attempt to learn more about student experiences after
Oberlin, regardless of how they leave Oberlin and I strongly recommend that we continue to pay
the $300 annual fee to participate in the data exchanges.

* Fall 2000 tuition and required fees



Date: 05/15/2003 NATIONAL STUDENT CLEARINGHOUSE Page:
00001
ENROLLMENTSEARCH SUBMISSION CONTROL REPORT

CH SUBMISSION REFERENCE NUMBER: 4734
FOR SCHOOL: 003086-00 OBERLIN COLLEGE
REQUEST FILE CREATION DATE: 05/13/2003
SCHOOL PARTICIPANT IN CH SINCE: 07/26/1996

PURPOSE OF INQUIRY: Subsequent Enrollment
RANGE OF LAST DATES OF ATTENDANCE (LDAs) PROVIDED IN REQUEST FILE: 12/22/1999 - 12/22/2002

TOTAL STUDENT RECORDS REQUESTED: 459
TOTAL RECORDS FOUND: 455
TOTAL RECORDS NOT FOUND: 4
TOTAL RECORDS FOUND, BUT NO TRANSFER: 134
TRANSFER RECORDS FOUND: 321

LESS BLOCKED BY NO CONTRACT: (11)

LESS BLOCKED BY DBI PROGRAMMING: (1)

LESS BLOCKED BY SCHOOL: (4)

LESS BLOCKED BY STUDENT: (4)
TOTAL TRANSFER RECORDS REPORTED: 301
STUDENTS WITH MULTIPLE TRANSFERS FOUND: 67
TOTAL NUMBER OF TRANSFERS INCLUDING MULTIPLES: 404
TOTAL STUDENT RECORDS REJECTED: 3
NUMBER OF DISTINCT STUDENTS WITH DEGREES: 0
TOTAL NUMBER OF DEGREES REPORTED: 0
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This report contains information regarding the subsequent enrollment of the
former students you identified. We are not able to provide you with



information related to the students' possible degree or graduation
achievement because your institution does not currently provide degree
information to the Clearinghouse. If you would like to receive available
information pertaining to the ultimate degree or graduation status of your
former students, please contact our customer service staff at (703) 742-7791
or service@studentclearinghouse.org.
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Date:
00001
Time:

SCHOOL

002785-00
001739-00
002325-00
003090-00
002221-00
020662-00
008155-00
001312-00
003223-00
003401-00
001170-00
001321-00
021175-00
001445-00
001999-00
003100-00
003371-00
003379-00
003604-00
003696-00
003798-00
001154-00
004502-00
001286-00
001305-00
001424-00
009635-00
001892-00
001868-00
001775-00
001774-00
002029-00
002155-03
002222-00

05/15/2003

13:00

School:

003086-00

National Student Clearinghouse

OBERLIN COLLEGE

SUMMARY OF STUDENT LEVEL DETAIL - ANALYSIS OF INITIAL TRANSFERS

SCHOOL NAME

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-CENTRAL CAMPUS
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AT AMHERST
NEW SCHOOL UNIVERSITY

THE EVERGREEN STATE COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-BERKELEY
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON, MAIN CAMPUS
BROWN UNIVERSITY

CLAREMONT MCKENNA COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-SANTA CRUZ
NAROPA INSTITUTE

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE

OHIO UNIVERSITY

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY -

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

RICE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT & STATE AGRICULTUR
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, SEATTLE
SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY

CITY COLLEGE OF SAN FRANCISCO

SANTA MONICA COLLEGE

STANFORD UNIVERSITY

WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

GRINNELL COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS @ URBANA
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

TULANE UNIVERSITY

HARVARD UNIVERSITY - CONTINUING ED
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS BOSTON

STATE NUMBER
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002105-00
002103-00
002054-00
002328-00
003969-00
002520-00
002536-00
002629-00
002836-00
002689-00
002806-00
006791-00
002769-00
003032-00
003068-00
003051-00
003123-00
003018-00
003216-00
003277-00
012015-00
003754-00
003745-00

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, BALTIMORE COUNTY
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, COLLEGE PARK
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MAINE
WASHTENAW COMMUNITY COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA-TWIN CITIES
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

RUTGERS, THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NJ, NEW
SUNY BINGHAMTON

CUNY HUNTER COLLEGE

ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
SUNY COLLEGE AT PURCHASE

MARYMOUNT MANHATTAN COLLEGE
CLEVELAND STATE UNIVERSITY

LORAIN COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

KENT STATE UNIVERSITY -

UNIVERSITY OF AKRON

BOWLING GREEN STATE UNIVERSITY
PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY

INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

VIRGINIA POLYTECH AND STATE UNIV
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

MD
MD
ME
MI
MN
MO
MT
NJ
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
OH
OH
OH
OH
OH
OR
PA
X
VA
VA
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Date:
00002
Time:

SCHOOL

008860-00
003682-00
003895-00
001081-00
001122-00
001223-00
001201-00
001245-00
001317-00
001149-00
004480-00
004502-01
001329-00
001132-00
001320-00
001172-00
001173-00
010340-00
001315-00
008903-00
006740-00
001406-00
001392-00
001426-00
001417-00
001444-00
001437-00
001444-01
001431-00
006750-00
001535-00
003954-00
001536-00
001562-00
001574-00

13:00

05/15/2003

School:

003086-00

National Student Clearinghouse

OBERLIN COLLEGE

SUMMARY OF STUDENT LEVEL DETAIL - ANALYSIS OF INITIAL TRANSFERS

SCHOOL NAME

SCHOOL FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAINING-TRADIT

BENNINGTON COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MADISON
ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

BIOLA UNIVERSITY

LOS ANGELES CITY COLLEGE

FULLERTON COLLEGE

MOUNT SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-SAN DIEGO
HUMBOLDT STATE UNIVERSITY

DE ANZA COLLEGE

CITY COLLEGE OF SAN FRANCISCO
UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC
CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF THE ARTS
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-SANTA BARBARA
PITZER COLLEGE

POMONA COLLEGE

LOS MEDANOS COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-LOS ANGELES
COLLEGE OF THE CANYONS

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO AT DENVER
SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY
MANCHESTER COMMUNITY COLLEGE

YALE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT

GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA
GEORGE WASHINGTON GRADS

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE

VALENCIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA
UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI

GEORGIA PERIMETER COLLEGE

GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY

STATE NUMBER
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001610-00
001620-00
001671-00
001703-00
001700-00
001776-00
001747-00
001842-00
001793-00
001961-00
001989-00
002192-00
002169-00
002209-00
002155-00
002224-00
004661-00
002180-00
002128-00
002133-00
002130-00
002089-00

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII AT MANOA
IDAHO STATE UNIVERSITY

DEPAUL UNIVERSITY

KENDALL COLLEGE

JUDSON COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO

ROCK VALLEY COLLEGE
VALPARATISO UNIVERSITY
EARLHAM COLLEGE

CENTRE COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE
GREENFIELD COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SMITH COLLEGE

HARVARD UNIVERSITY

WELLESLEY COLLEGE

HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF ART
BOSTON COLLEGE

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY

BOSTON UNIVERSITY

PRINCE GEORGES COMMUNITY COLLEGE

HI
ID
IL
IL
IL
IL
IL
IN
IN
KY
KY
MA
MA

MA
MA

MD
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Date:
00003
Time:

SCHOOL

006911-00
002073-00
006760-00
002050-00
002039-00
002241-00
002290-00
002273-00
002382-00
002490-00
002521-00
002518-00
009684-00
002974-00
002931-00
002913-00
002928-00
002976-00
002946-00
002907-00
002573-00
002589-00
002603-00
002617-00
002569-00
002875-00
002841-00
002882-00
002668-00
002711-82
002798-00
002687-00
002688-00
002690-00
003046-00

05/15/2003

13:00

School:

003086-00

National Student Clearinghouse

OBERLIN COLLEGE

SUMMARY OF STUDENT LEVEL DETAIL - ANALYSIS OF INITIAL TRANSFERS

SCHOOL NAME

MONTGOMERY COLLEGE - ROCKVILLE

GOUCHER COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE, AUGUSTA
UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND

COLBY COLLEGE

CALVIN COLLEGE

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

HOPE COLLEGE

ST OLAF COLLEGE

MISSOURI WESTERN STATE COLLEGE

WEBSTER UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-KANSAS CITY
BLUE RIDGE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA-CHAPEL HILL
GUILFORD COLLEGE

CAMPBELL UNIVERSITY

FAYETTEVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA-GREENSBORO
METHODIST COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA, ASHVILLE
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

DREW UNIVERSITY

MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA LAS VEGAS
ONONDAGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SUNY COLLEGE, BROCKPORT

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

ALFRED UNIVERSITY

CORNELL UNIVERSITY - ENG/ARCH/IRL/HUM.EC
PRATT INSTITUTE

CUNY BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CUNY CITY COLLEGE

CUNY QUEENS COLLEGE

FRANKLIN UNIVERSITY

STATE NUMBER
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008133-00
003131-00
003077-00
010923-90
003042-00
003040-00
003078-00
003065-00
003237-00
003229-00
003230-00
003316-00
003329-00
003370-00
003350-00
003409-00
003428-00
003474-00
003535-00
003644-00
003636-00
003581-00

MUSKINGUM TECHNICAL COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO

MIAMI UNIVERSITY

UNION INSTITUTE

DENISON UNIVERSITY

CUYAHOGA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WRIGHT STATE UNIVERSITY
KENYON COLLEGE

BRYN MAWR COLLEGE

ALBRIGHT COLLEGE

ALLEGHENY COLLEGE

CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY
SWARTHMORE COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF THE ARTS

RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN
COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH DAKOTA
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY, LUBBOCK
TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
LAMAR UNIVERSITY - BEAUMONT

OH
OH
OH
OH
OH
OH
OH
OH
PA
PA
PA
PA
PA
PA
PA
RI
SC
SD
TN
X
X
X
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Date: 05/15/2003 National Student Clearinghouse Page:
00004
Time: 13:00 School: 003086-00 OBERLIN COLLEGE

SUMMARY OF STUDENT LEVEL DETAIL - ANALYSIS OF INITIAL TRANSFERS

SCHOOL SCHOOL NAME STATE NUMBER % OF TRANS NUMBER OF DEGREES
003545-00 BAYLOR UNIVERSITY X 1 0% 0
003646-00 TEXAS WOMAN'S UNIVERSITY X 1 0% 0
008503-00 MOUNTAIN VIEW COLLEGE-DALLAS CC DISTRICT X 1 0% 0
003641-00 TEXAS LUTHERAN UNIV X 1 0% 0
003671-00 DIXIE COLLEGE UT 1 0% 0
003675-00 UNIVERSITY OF UTAH UT 1 0% 0
003670-00 BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY UT 1 0% 0
003735-00 VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY VA 1 0% 0
003721-00 JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY VA 1 0% 0
003727-00 NORTHERN VIRGINIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE VA 1 0% 0
003712-00 TIDEWATER COMMUNITY COLLEGE VA 1 0% 0
009928-00 PIEDMONT VIRGINIA COMM COLLEGE VA 1 0% 0
008659-00 LORD FAIRFAX COMMUNITY COLLEGE VA 1 0% 0
003803-00 WHITMAN COLLEGE WA 1 0% 0
004999-00 BELLINGHAM TECHNICAL COLLEGE WA 1 0% 0
003802-00 WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY WA 1 0% 0
003781-00 HIGHLINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE WA 1 0% 0
003875-00 NORTHLAND COLLEGE WI 1 0% 0

TOTAL: 301 0



Date: 05/15/2003 National Student Clearinghouse Page:
00001
Time: 13:00 School: 003086-00 OBERLIN COLLEGE

BLOCKED RECORDS ANALYSIS

BLOCK REASON NUMBER

CONTRACT 11
DBI PROGRAMMING 1
SCHOOL BLOCKED 4
STUDENT BLOCKED 4

TOTAL NUMBER OF RECORDS BLOCKED: 20



Date: 05/15/2003 National Student Clearinghouse Page:
00001
Time: 13:00 School: 003086-00 OBERLIN COLLEGE

STUDENT LEVEL DETAIL NOT PROVIDED IN ELECTRONIC RESPONSE FILE - RESTRICTED AT STUDENT LEVEL

SCHOOL SCHOOL NAME STATE NUMBER % OF TRANS
001739-00 NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY IL 1 0%
003258-00 DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY PA 1 0%
003680-00 WEBER STATE UNIVERSITY UT 1 0%
003798-00 UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON, SEATTLE WA 1 0%

TOTAL: 4



Date: 05/15/2003 National Student Clearinghouse Page:
00001
Time: 13:00 School: 003086-00 OBERLIN COLLEGE

STUDENT LEVEL DETAIL NOT PROVIDED IN ELECTRONIC RESPONSE FILE - RESTRICTED AT SCHOOL LEVEL

SCHOOL SCHOOL NAME STATE CONTRACT DBI PROG SCHL BLK OEDO BLK NUMBER % OF TRANS
002707-00 COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY - NY X X X 8 5%
002759-00 MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC NY X X 2 1%
001506-00 MIAMI-DADE COMMUNITY COLLEGE FL X X 1 1%
002126-00 BERKLEE COLLEGE OF MUSIC MA X X 1 1%
002565-00 UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN NE X X X 1 1%
002718-00 ELMIRA COLLEGE NY X 1 1%
011678-00 SUNY INSTITUTE OF TECH AT UTICA-ROME NY X X 1 1%
003378-00 UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA PA X X 1 1%

TOTAL: 16



