Spring 2008
History 287
Japan’s Empire, 1895-1945

TuTh 3-4:20 Professor Emer O@wyer
King 321 Rice 308, Td. 56708

This course examines the political, sodal, and econoric development of Japan®@
empire, with attention to the dynamic exchangebeween metropolitan center and colonial
periphey. Andysis of individud colonies and sphees of influence will emphasize both
thediversity of imperia structures of rule and competing rationdes for empire tha
complicated the coherence of the project as awhole. Additiond topics indude
comparative colonialism, Omperial democracy,Oeducation, women(@ roles, resistance,
and poswar repariation. Enrollment Limit: 25

Required texts: Required texts have been ordered in pgperback at the Oberlin Bookgore
(basement) as well as placed onreserve at MuddLibrary.

1. Beadey, W.G. Japanese Imperialism 1894-1945. Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1987.

2. Myers, Ramon H. and Mark R. Pedttie, eds The Japanese Colonial Empire, 1895-
1945. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1987.

3. Duus Peter. The Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of Korea,
1895-1910. University of CaliforniaPress, 1998.

4. Young,Louise. Japan'’s Total Empire: Manchukuo and the Culture of Wartime
Imperialism. Berkeley: University of California, 1999.

All other readingsare available on Blackboad.

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING POLICY:
The course gradewill be based onthefollowing:

¥ Classpaticipdion: 35%
¥ Two 6-7 pagepaes. 20%each
¥ Find exam: 25%

Paper #1 will beduein classonTue. March 11 and Paper #2 on Tues. May 6.
TheFinal Examination is scheduled for Friday, May 16 from 7-9pm.

CLASS FORMAT & EXPECTATIONS:

Class will bea combination of lecture and discussion. Attendance at al sessionsis
mandaory and absences will berecorded. Students are required to complete the assigned
readingsand come prepared to discuss thereadings.

Assignments are dueon (or before) the duedae nated above Only oneextensonwill be
granted pe semester and mug berequested during office hous before the due date of
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the pape. (Note: Requests for extendonsmay notbegranted in all cases.) Late
assignments will bereduaed by onegrade step per day. A pagoe dueon Tuesday, March
11 which isturned in onMarch 12, for example, will get a B-Orather than the BOit
merited. A BOpaper turned in on March 13 will earn a GC+Q etc.

Tuesday Response Papers: A onepagerespon® pgoe will bedueevery Tuesday,
reflecting your respong to thereadingsassigned for the week. These do nat need to be
well-crafted essays, but rather should befocused aroundcritical obervationsof the
author@ argument or approach, points of comparison with other material fromthe course,
and/or questionsof fact or interpretation stimulated by thereadings Respons pgpers will
be collected and counttoward the class participaion component of assessment. Note:
students may have two Gree passesOfor the semester exempting them from submission
of aweekly respons.

Thursday Presentations: Every Thursday, apar of studentswill give a presentation of
no more than 15 minutes focused on the week@ readings The presentation can mirror the
format of arespon® pgoer, yet should be geared toward introdudng questionsfor
discussion to theclass as awhole.

Honor Code: All students are expected to adhae to the Oberlin Honor Codeonal
written assignments.

Writing Assistance: Students are encouraged to avail of thewriting skills workshops
offered by the staff of Student Academic Services (SAS) located in Peters 118.

Special Lecture: On Wednesday, February 13, Consul Genera Shinotsuka Tamotsu,
Consulate General of Japan in Detroit will give atalk entitled, (East Asiain Trandtion:
Emerging China, Divided Korea, and the Changing Role of Japan.OTime: 4:30pm
Location: Wilder 101.

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays 4:30D5:30pmand Wednesdays, 2:30D4pm
Rice Hall, Room308

Phone 5-6708

E-mail;: Emer.Owyer@obelin.edu
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PART 1: FRAMEWORKS

Week 1, Feb.5and \7: I ntroduction and Theories of | mperialism,
Fieldhoug, David. Omperiaism: An Historiographical Revision OEconomic History
Review, 14(1961) 187-209.JSTOR

Mommsen, Wolfgang. Theories of Imperialism, chs. 1-3 (1980} 3-69.

Week 2, Feb. 12 and 14 Situating Japan® Empire
Gordon,Andrew. 4 Modern History of Japan (20@): chs 8, 10 (pp. 11538;161-81)

Beasley, W.G. (Explanationsof Imperialism,Oand Vlodenization and ImperialismOin
Japanese Imperialism, 1894-1945 (1987) 1-13, 27-40.

Peattie, Mark. QJapanese Attitudes Toward Colonialism,Oin Myers, Ramon H. and Mark
R. Pesttie, eds The Japanese Colonial Empire, 1895-1945 (1984: 80-127.

Schmid, Andre. CI:oIoniansm and the Korea Problem in the Historiography of Modean
Japan: A Review Article.OJournal of Asian Studies (Nov. 2000: 951-76.JSTOR

Week 3, Feb. 19and 21: Why Empire?
Duus Peter. The Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of Korea, 1895-1910
(1995} Introdudion.

Peattie, Mark. Orhe Japanese Colonial Empire, 1895-19450Cambridge History of
Japan. Vol. 6, The Twentieth Century (1988) 217-70.

Primary Source: )
GConsequences of the lwakuraMission: Saig! and" kuboon Korea,Oin Sources of
Japanese Tradition (SJT),Vol. 2, pp.17-23.

Week 4, Feb. 26 and 28: Acquisition and Administration, 18951914
Beadley, Japanese Imperialism, chs 5-7.

Ts@i, Hui-yu Caroline Chaping Administration in Colonial Taiwan, 189519450in
Taiwan under Japanese Colonial Rule, 1895-1945 (2006) 97-111.

Kim, Han-kyo. Orhe Japanese Colonial Administrationin Korea: An Overview,Oin
Andrew Nahm, ed. Korea under Japanese Colonial Rule (1973} 41-53.

Myers, Ramon H. C)Japgwese Imperialism in Manchuria: the South Manchuria Railway
Company, 190619330in P. Duus R.H. Myers, and M.R. Pesttie, eds The Japanese
Informal Empire in China, 1895-1937 (1989) 101-32.
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Week 5, March 4 and 6: World War One asTurning Point
Beadey, Japanese Imperialism, ch. 8.

Manda, Erez. Qmaging Woodrow Wilson in Asia,OAHR Vol. 111,No. 5 (2009: 132251

Peattie, Mark. OrheNan-y! in Myers, Ramon H. and Mark R. Pesttie, eds The Japanese
Colonial Empire, 1895-1945, pp.172-21Q

Primary Sources. )
KonoeFumimaro, QAgang a Pacifism Centered on England and America,Oin SJT, Vol.
2,pp. 291-94.

Ishibashi Tanzan, Ohe Fantasy of Greater Japanism,Oand Before Demanding the
Abolition of Racial Discriminaion,Oin SJT, Vol. 2, pp. 181-91

Y anagi Muneyoshi, GFor a Korean Architecture AboutTo Be Log,0in SJT, Vol. 2, pp.
14547.

*Pape #1 due on Tuesday, March 11in class.

PART 2: STRUCTURES OF RULE

Week 6, March 11 and 13: Economies
Beadey, Japanese Imperialism, ch. 9.

Iriye, Akira. OrheFailure of Economic Expangon, 191831,0in Silberman and
Harootunian, eds, Japan in Crisis: Essays on Taisho Democracy (1974) 237-69.

Duus Peter. (Econonic Dimendonsof Meiji Imperiaism: The Case of Korea, 1895
19100in Myers, Ramon H. and Mark R. Pesttie, eds The Japanese Colonial Empire,
1895-1945, pp. 128 71.

Ka, Chih-ming. Japanese Colonialism in Taiwan: Land tenure and development and
dependency, 1895-1945 (1999: 49-93.

Yang, Daqing.C)Japmese Colonia Infrastructure in Northeast Asia: Redlities, Fantasies,
Legacies,Oin Armstrong ed., Korea at the Center: Dynamics of Regionalism in
Northeast Asia (2006} 92-1009.

Week 7, March 18 and 20: Ideologies B
Eskildsen, Robet. GDf Civilization and Savages: The Mimetic Imperialism of JapanG@
1874Expeditionto Taiwan,O4HR Vol. 107,No. 2 (April 2002) 388418
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O'heRise of Revolutionary Nationdism,Oin SJT, Vol. 2, pp. 260-65.

§hin, Jweon. (Z'Bodal cpnstruciion ofjdmlized images of women in colonial Korea: the
Mlew WomanCQrersus MMotherhood®in Duara, Decolonization, pp.239-52

Low, Morris. Orhe Japanese Colonial Eye: Science, Exploration, and Empire,Oin Pinney
and Peterson, eds, Photography’s Other Histories (2003} 100-118.

Spring Break

Week 8, April 1: Education *No Classon Thursday, April 3. )
Kim, Eugene C. GEducation in Korea unde Japanese Colonial Rule,Oin Nahm, ed. Korea
under Japanese Colonial Rule, pp. 137-46.

Tsurumi, Patricia. GColonial Educationin Korea and Taiwan,Oin Myers, Ramon H. and
Mark R. Pedttie, eds The Japanese Colonial Empire, 1895-1945, pp.275311

Komagome, Takeshi. Qlapanese Colonial Rule and Modenity: Successive layers of
violence,Oin Morrisand deBary, eds, ‘Race’ Panic and the Memory of Migration
(2006) 207-258.

Week 9. April 8 and 10: Settler Colonialism in Korea
Duus The Abacus and the Sword. Part 2.

PART 3: EMPIRE DURING WARTIME

Week 10, April 15 and 17: Manchukuo and the Beginnings of OTotal EmpireO
Beadley, Japanese Imperialism, ch. 12.

Young,Louise. Japan'’s Total Empire: Manchuria and the Culture of Wartime
Imperialism (1998) 3-115.

Week 11, April 22 and 24: JapanL eading Asia: Wartime Empire and | deology
Beadley, Japanese Imperialism, chs 13-14.

Koschmann, Victor CCondructing Destiny: Rlyama Masamichi and Asian Regiondism
in Wartime Japan, OPan-Asianism in Modern Japanese History: Colonialism,
Regionalism and Borders (2007)

Young,Japan's Total Empire, ch. 8.



JapanO€Empire, 1895-1945

Week 12, April 29 and May 1: Colonial Modenity?
Barlow, Tani E. Ontroduction on (@Colonia Modenity,@in Barlow, ed., Formations of
Colonial Modernity in East Asia (1997} 1-20.

Komagome Takeshi, GColonial Modenity for an Elite Taiwanese, Lim Bo-seng: The
Labyrinth of Cogmopolitanism,Oin Taiwan under Japanese Colonial Rule, 1895-1945,
pp.141-159

Robinson, Michael E. Broadcasting, Cultural Hegemony and Colonial Modernity in
Korea, 192419450in Shin and Robinson, eds, Colonial Modernity in Korea (1999) 52-
69.

*Pape #2 due on Tuesday, May 6 in class.

PART 4: POSTWAR

Week 13, May 6 and 8: Repatriation, Decolonization, and Podcolonialism )
Bruce Cumings (Colonial Formationsand Deformations Korea, Taiwan and Vietnam,O
in Duaa, Decolonization, pp. 27898.

Chi, Robet. GBGetting It On Film: Representing and Undastanding History in A City of
Sadness,OTamkang Review 294 (Summer 1999) 47-84.

Choi, ChungMoo. Orhe Discourse of Decolonization and Popular Memory: South
KoreaOin Barlow, ed., Formations of Colonial Modernity in East Asia (1997) 34972

lwabudhi, K!i chi. Recentering Globalization: Popular Culture and Japanese
Transnationalism (2002) Ontrodudion: The 199G -- Japan returnsto Asiain the Age of
Globdization,Opp. 23-50.

Final Exam: 7-9pm on Friday, May 16.



