HisT 180: GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY
FALL 2008 — TUES/THURS 11AM-12:15PM KING 341

PROF. WHITE

OFFICE HOURS: TUES 2-4, WED 10-12
303 RICE

(440)775-8337
SAM.WHITE@OBERLIN.EDU

Course Structure:

In this course we will discuss the role of the environment in human history from the very
beginnings to the present day. We will look a both the human impact on the environment
and the environment®impact upon history. Since this s such abig topic, we will approach
eech erain broad terms, and the reading will concentrate on one mgor theme for each week.

Assignments:
Throughout the course, students will be expected to keep up with environmentd issuesin
the news and to submit substantive articles (see below).

For your fird assgnment, you will write an essay from alist of topicsto be assigned.

For your saxnd assignment, you will have to post current articles or editorids (or linksto
them) from respectable newspapers and magazines on environmentd topics to the course
Blackboard ste. | am looking for articlesthat ded with long-term developments or writings
that make significant points about history and the environmentN not the latest report on
emissons. There are many such aticles every week, deding with topics such as
dedorestation, the food crigs, or invasive species. | ds0 encourage sudentsto post
comments about their own and other articles. You will select one or more of these articles
and write an essay that:
1) discussesthe historica background to the environmentd issuesin the article(s) and
discusses any pardle eventsin history;
2) identifies and andyzes the authorsCassumptions about history and the environment;
3) consdashow amore higtoricd perspective could (or could not) help us think aout
those environmentd issues today.
You must first clear your essay topic with mein advanceN proposas are due before
Thanksgiving. Yau arebound by thehonar adein thisand dl aher assgmats and you mey NOT
witean any tqacfa whidh you havewritten any peper in andthe dass

Thisfirst essay isdue 11/4 and the second isdue 12/9. Each essay should be 4-5 regular
double-spaced pages.

Grades will be:

20% Midterm

25% First Essay

10% Submission of articles, discusson, and proposd
20% Second Essay

25% Find



Course Policies:

Attendanee Sudents are expected to paticipae in class and complete the assgned readings
each week. Much of the materid in the lectures may not be covered in the readings but will
be on the exams, and so sudents should obtain notes for any missed classes.

Haa Cae All course work is governed by Oberlin'sHonor Code If you have aquestion
about how the Honor Codeappliesto aparticular assgnment, you should ask the professor
in advance of the due dae.

Turningin Assgmets Assgnments may be handed in a class, office hours, or by e-mall.
Late work will be counted 8 points off every day late, including Saturdays and SundaysN no
exceptions gpart from serious emergencies.

E-mal: | will answer short e-mails Mon-Fri 9-5. If you have any questions that require a
long answer, please come by my office during office hoursinstead. | will give feedback on
any draft or outline of your class work provided you send it in a least 48 hours before the
deedlineN the longer | have, the better the feedback.

Grading A(90-100), B(80-89), C(70-79), D(60-69), F (below 60). Plusand minus grades for
scores within two points of the next letter grade

Course Books:

For each week, you will be expected to complete the required reading before the second
lecture. Recommended readings are listed as aguidefor interested sudents and as
suggestions to help with the class essays. | will be happy to suggest shorter articleson
particular topics aswell. Reading for this classis aout 70-120 pages per week, and most of
the books are very engaging and readable.

Croshy, Alfred. Edagd Inpeidian Cambridge, 1986.

Diamond, Jared. Cdlgose New York, 2005.

Krech, Shephard. TheEdaga Indan: Myth and Higay. New York, 2000

McNaelill, JR. SorghingNevUnda theSut An Emniranmanta Hiday o the Twatigh-Century
Wald New York, 2000.

Richards John. TheUnendngFratie. Berkeey, 2003.

Week 1: The Big Picture
Lectures:
9/2: What is environmenta history and why does it matter?
9/4 : Human evolution, human nature, and human ecology
Theme: ) . )
What is Ghature? How can we digtinguish hatura Ofrom anthropogenic environmenta
change? Wha conditutes environmenta degradaion?

Required Reading:




Cronon, William. "The Trouble with Wilderness; or, Getting Back to the Wrong Naure." In
Unaommm Graund, edited by W. Cronon. New York, 1995. (ERes)

Recommended Readings.

Chrigian, David. Mapsd Tinme Berkeley, 2004.

Diamond, Jared. TheThird Chinpanzea New York, 2006.

Diamond, Jared. Guns Geng ad Std. New York, 1999.

Fernandez-Armego. CiMlizations Cuture Amltian, and the Trandamation d Nature New York,
2001.

Tudge, Colin. TheTimeBdaeHiday. New York, 1996.

Week 2: Getting Started

Lectures:
99 : Primitive harmony or overkill?
9/1 1: The Neolithic Revolution

Theme

Consde theideaof the Gecologica IndianO(or similar idess of indigenous peoplesliving in
harmony with the earth): Isit accurate? How might it ill be used in contemporary
environmenta debates?

Required Reading:
Krech, Shephard. TheEdajd Indan: Myth and Higay. New York, 2000. (introduction and
chepters 1, 3,4, and 7)

Recommended Readings.

Diamond, Jared. Guns Geng ad Std. New York, 1999.

Flannery, Tim. TheEtend Fratie: An Edagd Hiday d Nath Ameiaand itsPepdes
Melbourne, 2001.

Martin, Paul. Twiligt o theMamths Berkeley, 2005.

Mithen, Seven. Afte thele A Gld Huren Higay. Cambridge, 2003

Week 3: The Ecology of Ancient and Medieval Civilizations

Lectures:
9/1 6: Classcd civilizations: the Mediterranean and China compared
9/1 8: Disease and history: from the Plague of Justinian to the Black Degth

Theme
What difference do religion and ideology make in environmentd policy? |sthere anything
gpecidN anything better or worseN about Western atitudes towardsthe environment?

Required Reading:
1) White, Lynn. "The Higtoric Roots of Our Ecologicd Crigs." Seane155 (1967): 1202-07.
(White (67) "Historic Roots of Our Ecological Crisis")




2) Elvin, Mark. "The Environmenta Legecy of Imperid China" China Quartely 156 (1999):
733-756.

(Elvin (1998) "The Environmental Legacy of Imperial China")

3) Tuan, Yi-Fu. "Discrepancies between Environmenta Attitude and Behaviour: Examples
from Europe and China" Canadan Geoggoha 12 (1968): 176-191 (ERes)

Recommended Readings:

Elvin, Mark. TheRerest d theElgohants An Enviravmatd Higay d China New Haven, 2004.
Hughes, J. Dondd. Edayin Andat Ciulizatians Albuquerque, 1975.

McNeill, William. Plagues and Pegdes New York, 1976.

Week 4: Environmental Disasters and the Collapse of Early Civilizations

Lectures:
9/23-9/ 25: Environmentd disasters and the collgpse of early civilizations

Theme
Why did some societies fal to adgpt to environmenta change? Do higtoricd examples hold
any relevance for present policy?

Required Reading:
Diamond, Jared. Cdlgose New York, 2005. (chapters 2-5 and 9)

Recommended Readings:

Fagan, Brian. Flaods Famines and Enparas New York, 1999,

Hughes, J Dondd. An Enviravratd Higay d theWald Humankinds ChangngRdein the
Carmunity o Life London, 2002.

Ponting, Clive. A GrenHigay d theWald New York, 1991. (new edition dso available)

Week 5: The Columbian Exchange

Lectures.
9/30-10/2: The Columbian Exchange

Theme:
What has been the environmentd sgnificance of species introduced by humans? Can or
should we get rid of Old World invadersin the New World (and vice versa)?

Required Reading:
Croshy, Alfred. Eddagd@ Inpaidiam Cambridge, 1986. (chapters 1, 2, and 7-9, 11, 12)

Recommended Readings:

Crosby, Alfred. TheCdurbian Exdange Westport, 1972.

Flannery, Tim. TheFuureEaas An Edaga Hiday d theAudrdian Landsand Pegdes
Sydney, 1994

Mann, Charles. 1491: NevRedaiasd theAmaiasbdae Cduntus New York, 2006.
McCann, James. Maizeand Graee New York, 2005




Todd, Kim. Tinkeingwith Eden. New York, 2001.
Week 6: No Lectures
**10/7 : In Class Midterm
**10/9 : Yom KippurN No Classes
Week 7: Early Modern Expansion
Lectures.
10/1 4: Diverging ecologicd strategies: England and Jgpan compared
10/1 6: The Little Ice Age criss
Theme:
Why did some societies develop to become more wasteful of resources than others? Does

economic growth have to mean more resource consumption?

Required Reading:
Richards John. TheUnendngFratie. Berkeley, 2003. (introduction and chapters 5 and 6)

Recommended Readings:

Cronon, William. ChangsintheLand Indans Cdaids adtheEadoy d NevEndand New
York, 1983.

Fagan, Brian. TheL ittleleeAge New York, 2000.

Marks, Robert. RieTigrs Sit and Sik. Cambridge, 1998.

Totman, Conrad. TheGren Ardipdagn Faedryin Prelndugrid Japan. Athens, Ohio, 1998.

Week 8: No Class
**al Recess 10/ 21-10/ 23

Week 9: Science, State, and the Environment

Lectures:
10/2 8: The control of nature
10/3 0: The origins of environmentdism and ecology

Theme:

Why have some environmentdists focused on scientific principles of resource management
and others on soiritud reverence for the naturd world? Which gpproach has better served
environmentd protection?

Required Reading:

1) Grove, Richard. "Conserving Eden: The (European) East | ndia Companies and Their
Environmentd Policieson &. Helena, Mauritius and in Western India, 1660 to 1854."
CoparativeStudesin Sady and Higay 35, no. 2 (1993): 318-351.

2) Scott, James. Oraming NatureO(from SengL ikea Stte New Haven, 1998) (ERes)




Recommended Readings.

Blackbourn, David. TheCauet of Nature Wate, L andsgpeand theMakingd Madern Gemany.
New York, 2006

Guha, Ramachandra Emramatdian A Gld Higay. New York, 2000.

Merchant, Carolyn. TheDetth d Naure Waren, Eadayy and theSeatificRadution. Sn
Francisco, 1980.

Week 10: Industry, Capitalism, and Commodities

Lectures:
11/4 : Environmentd aspects of the industrid revolution
11/6 : The commodification of naure

**first essay due Tues 11/4

Theme:

Isindustrid cgpitalism the source for our environmenta problems, or have markets and
technologies offered solutions to our resource congtraints?

Required Reading:
Cronon, William. Naturés Mdrgodis New York, 1991. (selections) (ERes)

Recommended Readings:

Freese, Barbara Cad: A Huren Higay. Cambridge, 2003.

Tucker, Richard. InsstiadeAppdite (Revised ed.) Cambridge, 2007
Worgter, Dondd. Dug Bonl: TheSathen Plainsin the1930s Oxford, 1979.

Week 11: Imperialism and Environmental Change

Lectures.
11/1 1: The West and East Indies
11/1 3: Africa

Theme

How did Western empires go wrong in their development schemesfor the tropica world?
Could moden development plansin tropica countries have made better use of locd
environmenta conditions and loca knowledge?

Required Reading:

1) Richards John. TheUnexdngFratie. Berkeley, 2003 (chapter 12)

2) Beinart, William. " African History and Environmentd History." African Affairs (2000):
269-302. (Beinart (00) "African History and Environmental History")

Recommended Readings.
Beinart, W. and L. Hughes. Envirayrat and Enpire Oxford, 2007
Griffiths, T. and L. Robin, eds Eaay and Enpire Edinburgh, 1997




McCann, James. Grem Land, Broan Land, Bladk Land An Emdramattd Higay d Afria
Oxford, 1999

Weeks 12-13: The Twentieth Century

Lectures:

11/1 8. The acceleration of change

11/2 0: New chemicds and pollutants

11/2 5: Capitdism, socidism, and the environment
**You must submit aproposed topic for your essay before Thanksgiving
*%11/2 7 is ThanksgivingN no class

Theme:

|sthe environmenta destruction of the last century fundamentaly different from that of
past times? What has changed and what hasn@ Will the twenty-first century present
entirely new problems or an acceleration of past trends?

Required Reading:
McNaelill, JR. SorghingNevUnda theSur An Emndranmanta Hiday o the Twatigh-Century
Wald New York, 2000. (chapters 1, 2, 3,5, and 7)

Recommended Readings:

Cronon, William, ed. Unacommm Graund: RethinkingtheH umen Placein Nature New York, 1995
Russdl, Edmund. War and Nature FigtingH urensand I nsatswith Cheamiasfran WWI to Siat
Sping Cambridge, 2001.

Week 14: Malthusian Prospects?

Lectures: . )
12/2 : The (populaion bombOand environmentd darm
12/4 : Emerging environmenta problems in the Third World

Theme:

Which has been worse for the environment: wedth and consumption or poverty and
population growth? Isit far to demand that developing countries adopt cleaner
technologies when the West caused so much pollution during its own industridization?

Required Reading:
Diamond, Jared. Cdlgpse New York, 2005. (part I11)

Recommended Readings. N

Economy, Elizabeth. TheRiver Runs Bladk: TheEnvirawmantal Challengeto ChinaSFuture Ithaca,
2004

Guha, Ramachandra. Howv Mud Stould a Parsn Caaune? Envranattdiamin Indaand the
United Sttes Berkeley, 2006.

Livi-Bacci, Massmo. A CaxdsHigayd Wald Pgoulation. New York, 2006.

Week 15: The Road Ahead



Lectures.
12/9 : The moden environmenta movement and internationd treaties
12/1 1. Globd warming and the future of environmentdism

**second essay due Tues, 12/9

Theme
Why have some environmenta initiatives succeeded while others have faled?

Required Reading:

McNaelill, JR. SorghingNevUnda theSut An Emniranmanta Higay o the Twatigh-Century
Wald New York, 2000. (chapter 11)

Diamond, Jared. Cdlgpse New York, 2005. (part 1V)




