Cinema Studies 379: The Construction of Stardom .
Oberlin College |
Fall 2003

Instructor: Ms. Gloria Monti
Office: King 141-H
Voice-mail: 440-775-3015
E-mail: gloria. monti@topfive.com
Office hours: Tu & Th 11:15-12:45

Class meetings: Tu & Th 9:35-10:50 (Science Center, Craig Lecture Hall)

Screenings: M 7:00-10:00+ (Mudd 456)

Prerequisites: CINE 101: Form, Style, and Meaning in Cinema, one 200 level Cinematic
Traditions course '

Requirements: Attendance at lectures and screenings
Midterm exam

Short paper (5 pages)
Long paper (10-12 pages)

Required Readings

Dyer, Richard. Stars. 1979. New ed. London: BFI, 1998 (available at the Oberlin
Bookstore)

*Readings available at Mudd Reserve Desk

Grading: Midterm exam; 25%
Short paper: 25%
Long paper: 30%
Class participation: 20%

ATTENDANCE: Attendance at lectures and screenings is mandatory and will count as part of
vour grade. If there is an assignment due on the day that you are unable to attend class, you are
still responsible for turning in the assignment on that day, unless we have made specific
arrangements. All cell phones and pagers must be turned off before class begins.

DEADLINES: All assignments are due on the assigned dﬁif:? so plan your work in advance. No
extensions will be given. Late work will be lowered 1/3 of a grade for every business day late.

GRADES: Grades are not negotiable under any circumstances. Appeals are considered only in
the case of cletical errors.



Week One: Definifions of Stardom

Screenings (Tu 9/2)
“The Star” American Cinema (1995), PBS (507)

Reading Assignments (Th 9/4)
Dyer, Richard. Stars. 1979. New ed. London: BFIL, 1998. 7-8.
* Alberoni, Francesco. “The Powerless Elite: Theory and Sociological Research on the
Phenomenon of the Stars.” 1962. Rpt. in Sociology of Mass Communication. Ed. Dems
- MacQuail. London: Penguin, 1972. 75-98.
*King, Barry. “Articulating Stardom.” 1985. Rpt. in Star Texis: Image and Performance in
Film and Television. Ed. Jeremy G. Butler. Detroit: Wayne State P, 1991. 125-154.

Week Two: The Diva
Francesca Bertini

Screenings (M 9/8)
L’Ultima Diva/The Last Diva (1982), Gianfranco Mingozzi, Italy (857)

Reading Assigments (Tu 9/9)

*andy, Marcia. “The Folklore of Femininity and Stardom.” ftalian Film. New York:
Cambridge UP, 2000. 261-308.

Reading Assignments (Th 9/11)

*Dalle Vacche, Angela. “Femininity in Flight: Androgyny and Gynandry in Early Silent ltalian
Cinema. A Feminist Reader in Early Cinema. Eds. Jennifer M. Bean and Diane Negra.
Durham: Duke UP, 2002.

Week Three: America’s Sweetheart
Mary Pickferd

Screenings (M 9/15)
Rebecca of Surmybrook Farm (1917), Marshall Neilan, USA (77°)

Reading Assigments (Tu 9/16)
Dyer, Richard. Stars. 1979. New ed. London: BFI, 1998. 9-19, 60-63.

*De Cordova, Richard. “The Star.” Picture Personalities. Urbana: U of Illinois P, 1990. 98-
115.

Reading Assigments (Th 9/18)

*Studlar, Gaylyn. Oh, Doll Divine: Mary Pickford, Masquerade, and the Pedophilic Gaze.”
Camera Obscura 48, 16.3 (2001): 197-227.







