CIHHAPTER X111

THE TEST OF ACADEMIC FREEDOM

S THE Anglo-Saxons have debated they waq hammered
out the rules of social conuoversy. Cheir Ereedf:-ms
and liberties have been a chief desideratumm of perlctds
of conflict. The political and religious Conlroversies
of the seventeenth century seitled nothing so much as that ng-
lislimen should have freedom in controversy: of SI.‘:EEEI], of p:kr)ess,
of petition. In every succeeding era of unusually intense debatc
of vital issues the rules have been redefined, most often strength-
ened. ‘The era of our struggle for American Independence pro-
duced the Virginia Bill of Rights and, finally, the first ten Amend-
18 Constiteiion.
“H?;l';f{:t:li::q; controversy of the nliiddle ?f the nineteenth cen-
tury tested the rules again and established importanl precedents.
F.]iiah [.nvejoy is celehrated today more as a martyr Lo tI;}e frc&
(dom of the press than to the cause foh(}lﬂ.lﬂﬂ!ﬁﬂl. ] uhrf Juincy
Adams battle agaiust the “Gag Rule was the greatest fight ever
fought in America tor the I:ight of petition. As f!"ii'Ellﬂﬁ"thf tlu.;
press and the right of petition were Endangered n .the eat o
the anti-slavery conflict so was academic freedom in mllcges.
The threat came not from government but Emm'tl'te conserva-
tive influences — chiefly business inﬂuen_::es—whl‘ch then, gn;i
so often later, have controlled that pecuiuir Amer?::an academic
plienomenon, the unacademic “Board of 1rusiees. Most college
students of those days seem to have been tmmature 311:_1 c-nﬂnw
nd mare likely to lead a cow into the chapel than to nsist on
discussiug great econoinic, social and political 1SSUCS. The facitlty
was likely to center attention pretty much on Greece and Rome
and the Afrer-Life. 1t is not surprising that the greal test should
Lave come at Lane Seminary, for there was gathered an unusua_lly
mature and serions-minded group of students, fed by a genius
and iuspired by the greatest preacher of the day. '
‘Theodore Weld's zeal for antislavery may be traced to the 11-
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Auence of the eccentric Scotchman, Charles Stuart, just as his
piety grew [rom his contact with Finney. Stuart, born i Jamaica,
where he saw slavery at first hand, was a bachelor school teacher
in Utica where Weld as a youngster first met him. "They served
together in Tinney's “Holy Band”; Weld was attracted by
Stuart’s stern and unwavering piety; Stuart saw in Weld the
promise of great intellectual and oratorical powers which might
be of much service in the reform causes. The close fricndship
which resulted made of Weld an antislavery advocale fully as
devoted and much abler than Stuart; the inlluence of Stuart in
the history of American anti-slavery was chiefly [elt through
Weld.! Weld, as we have seen, cooperated with the Tappans in
1831 in preparing the way for the foundation of the American
Anti-Slavery Society. In his Southern teur he had privately and
discreetly discussed the slave problem with Robinson, Allan,
Thome, James G. Birney and others. Befose coming to Cingin-
nati he may have conferred with Arthur Tappan on the 1mpor-
tance of converting all these “glorious, good lellows™ at Lane
to the cause.? He had been invited to the organization meeting
of the American Ant-Slavery Society at Philadelpliua in Decem-
ber, 1844, hut had been unable to attend. At thal meeting he had
Leen appointed one of the first group of four agents of the
society.?

The auspices seeined very favorable. Weld's infinenre among
his fellows was so overwhelming that anything which he spon-
sored would be likely to be unanimonsly accepted. “In the es
timation of the class,” wrote Dr, Beecher in his Aulobiography,
‘he [Weld] was president. He took the lead of the whole insui-
tution. . . . They thought he was a god.”™ The Oneidas at Lane
had been under his influence at Wiitesboroe and as Finneyttes
were predisposed to any thoromghgoing, benevelent movement.
Western Reserve College, Rochester, New York City, and es-
pecially the Oneida Institute under Bertah Green birmished
stirring and well-known precedents.

From June, 1833, to IFebruary, 1834, Weld worked individ-
ually among the students to complete the preparation for « final

Barnes, Op. Cil., 15-15, and Barnes and Dumond, O Gid, 1, xx, g2-44. and

4849,

2Charles Beccher, Autobiography . . . of Lymaen Deeccher, 11, 314.
fRarnes apd Dumaond, O, Cir., £, 121,
Vol. 11, g21.
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public discussion. The resull was that, despite the fact that a
colonization society had existed in the seminary from the time of
1ts Founding, there was really no apposition worthy ol the name.
The eighteen evening meetings devoted to the slavery guestion
constituted an anti-slavery revival rather than a debate. The
high emational tone was stimulated by the relation of “experi-
ences’” ancd by the fervid oratory of the revivalist-reflormer,
Weld.

Apparently all rthe students and all but one of the faculty
(Biggs) attended ai some nime, eecher, an exponent of compro-
muse amd Christian forbearance, somewhat gradgingly granted
pernnssion for the meetings. He not only attended some of the
chiscussion, however, but had a written statement of his views,
drafied by Catharine Beechier, vead to the students, Professor
Thomas J. Biggs insisted from the beginning that it was unwise , I
to allow debate on such a dangerous question.® '

'1'he students were supposed ta prepare themselves for the dis- : flidnls
cussion by reading the African Repository and other publica- [
tions of the American Golontzation Society as well ay the various
documents published by the American Anti-Slavery Sodiety. |
An agent of the former society who had visited Liberia describerd | "
condittons as he observed them. But the students themselves
sectn to have ocecupted maost of the time - especially those fromn ;

rhie South. |
Weld opened the debate with a series of four powerful lec- |

tures in favor of immediate emancipation® Then came the eye- ? i
wiinesses: “Nearly halt of the sevenreen speakers [who described

the condition of the slaves],” wrote Stanton, “were the sons of

- —r——

e ja quite clear that Miss Beecher did pot presenl this statement in person,
Barnes' starement do the conteary notwithsianding (Op. Cit, 66-69), See Hunt-
ingion Lyman’s letter of Mar, 4, 1834, in the Ermuncipator, Mar. 25, 1834, and
IT. B. Stanton’s letter of Mar. 10, 1834, in (the New York Evangelist, Mar. 22, 1834,
reprinted m the Emancipator, bav. 25, 1854, The latier is the best account of the
debates and 15 Logely lollowed 1m0 the subsequent skerch, Sec alsa, however,
Augnstus Wattles” Jetter of Mar. &, 1534 in the Emarncipator, Apr. 22, +8g34. On
Bipgs' attitude see Biges vo Vail, July 23, 1834 (Tane MSS).

&“1'he first spraker occupled nearly two evenings in presenting facts roneern-

g slavery and nnmediate croancipation, gathered From varicus authentic docu- i
ments. Conclusiwons and wlerences were then drawn from (hese facts, and argu- l! il
- - .. - BN |
menis fonnded upon them favorable to immediate abolition, during the next fwa RN P
f I rk

evenings.” “This s Stanton's statemcent, This speaker could have been tone otlier
than Welill. Tt will he nated that he is nar called a Southerner, which was always
tlene when there was any slight basis [or so doinye, The data used must have been
the nuclens of the material which was later published U: 1839 as American Slavery

As It is.

LANE SEMINARY

Fromr Henry Howe, Hislorieal Collections of Olie Gircinnari - 1387
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slave-holders: one had been a slave-holder himself; one had ull
recently been a slave; and the residuc were restdents of, or harl
recently traveled or lived in slave states.” They narrated in grue-
some detail all of the atrocity staries which later became so famil-
iar Lo the people of the North. James Thome described the evils
of the “peculiar institution” as he had seen it in Kentucky.
Huntington Lyman, a Connecticut Yankee” who had spent some
time in louisiana, developed the “horrid character” of slavery
in that region, telling how the Negroes were often professedly
worked to death. James Bradley related the story of his own lile,
relling how he was broughit as a child {rom Africa on a slave ship
and sold to a planter of South Carolina who Iater moved to Ar-

kansas Territory. '1'here his master died and the slave wasallowed

to work out to buy his frcedom. So, in 1835, despite inadequate
preparation he was admitted into the academic department of
Lane Seminary. Besides giving his autabiography, Stanton re-
ported that this “shrewd and intelligent black . . . withered and
scorched” the pro-slavery arguments “nnder a sun ol sarcastic
argumentation for nearly an hour.”

After the first ninc evenings of debate a vote was taken on the
question: “‘Qught the people of the slave-holding states to abolish
slavery immediately?” All voted in the aflirmative “except tour
or five, who excused themselves from voting at 2ll on the ground
that they had not made up their opinion. Every [riend ol the
cause rendered a hearty tribute of thanksgiving to God for the
glorions 1ssue.’”

Tt is clear froms the way in which the question was stated that
Weld and his associates had no intentiont of fomenting slave
insurrections nor of emancipating the slave through Federal
action. Indeed, Stanton declared his helief that the ineetings had
demonstrated the effectiveness of moral suasion in bringing the
South to voluntary emancipation. e felt that it had been irvel-
utably praved “that sputhern minds trained and educated
amidst all the prejudices of a slave-hulding commmmty, can,
with the blessing of God, be reached and influenced by facts and

7ITe was born in East Haddam, Connecticul, on April 25, 18vg.  111s purtiast (o
Oberlin College Alumni Records) shows a typical puritan type. Larnes calis him
“Lyman of Louisiana,” following the statcinent in the Emancifpalar, as il he were
a nalive of the South {Op. Cii., By amd 68).

eFarcher data on Bradleys life will be ownd in the OQasis {edited by Lydia
Marig Child, Boston—1854), 10G-112, and the Fmancipator, Nov. 4, 1834,
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arguments, as easy as any other cluss of our Ci'tizﬂﬂ.i." It was thewr
plan evidently to abolish slavery by uppealng to slave-holders
through a nation-wide anti-slavery “revival.

The remaining nine anti-slavery meetings were devoted to
discnussion of the claims of the colonization movement. All but
ome of the students present voted “No” to the question which
was finally put: “Are the docirines, tendencies, and measures
of the American Colonizarion Society, and the influence ol 1its
priucipal supporters, such as 1o render 1€ worthy qE the patronage
of the Christtan public?” "The ﬂtudcu‘Ls Lthen tm:me:f} an anti-
slavery society devoted to the “lmmediate emancipation of the
whole colored race within the United States,” an end which was
ta be attained “Not by instigating the slaves to rebellion”; "Not
by advocating an interposition ol lorce on the part of the ff‘l:l':
states”; “Not by advocating congressional interference w?th
the constifutional powers of the States”; but by ”ap-pr_uar:l'ung
the ninds of slave holders [with] the truth, in the spirit of the
Gospel.” The chief ofhces of the society were giw;u to the young
ment [1om south of the river in order 1o give special promiinence
to their participation: Allan was president; Robinson, viu:::i:—
pl'esidm'lt; even James Bradiey was listed among the "M:'Elllﬂgﬁ*r's, _‘

The stndents procecded immediately to make practical appli
cation of these anti-slavery principles thus professed. Several of
them went out lecturing in behalf of the cause. Thome spoke at
the anuiversary mecting of the Ametican Anti-Slavery Society
in New York in May, describing in derail the licentiousness 1n
the South which, he said, was the result of slavery. Stanton also
spu'ke and, in the saine month, contributed a 51/:’_1-:101 amn article
on the Internal Slave Trade to the Rochester R_zght.ﬁ of Man. In
mid-June he delivered an ant-slavery lecture in t]]e RﬁF]]EEtEI‘
First Preshbyterian Church.® Others went (o vf-'url: “elevaring the
colored people m Cim:imml.i.”"l"hey established a l}'t’*.ﬁllﬂ'% €s-
pecially for the Negroes in wluich _l'ﬁgular lectures were given
“on grammar, geography, arithunetic, natural philosophy, etc.
A circulating hibrary, a regular evening school, three Sabbaih
Schools, Rible classes for adults and two day Sﬂl"lDDI:f. for boys
were begun. Vater a “select female schaol”™ was established, and

o0yinted it many periodicals, also as an extra af the Sm_ﬂdnrd. R
IE‘!:'.:::unn'jmmr_ r‘ifnl; 15, 1834 Vermont Clrvonicle, May 16, 18g4; Hights of Mun,
May 24 034, anl Rochester Daily Democraf, June 16, 1834,

—_—— . a—— T -
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other special classes for girls were organized and taunght by {our
volunteers from New York (called “The Sisters™), whose ex.
penses were paid by Lewis Tappan. In this they were assistec] by
Mana (or Mary Ann) TFletcher, the daughter of Nathan P
Fletchier of Oberlin, Miss Fletcher went to Cincinnati to study 1o
Catharnne Beecher’s “Waestern Female Institute,”” but at the
time that she undceriwok s work shie liad left the school and
was living i the home of Asu Mahan" “"About 200 [Negroes]
attend school daily,” wrote Augustus Wactles in July, “besides
Sabbath and evening schools, and lectures are well attended.”™"
The students and “the Sisters” also visited among the Dlacks
and mingled with them socially, thus greatly shocking color-
cansctous Lincnnatl. A group of Negroes of both sexes were

even imvired into the Seminary buildings, having expressed a
desire “'to see the institution.”"?

The members of the Board of Trustees were mosty solid Cin-
cinnatl business men and they lound these activities of the stu-
dents very disturbing, Race feeling was strong in the city; the
rints of five years hefore had uot been forgotten. Besides, the
merchants, manufactitrers and bankers of Cincinnati did about
as much business in Kentucky and furither south as in Qlhio.
Clearly they could not alfard to have their names associated with

an instizution which was so publicly identified with abolition-
15111

WTheedore Weld in a Tetter from Lane Seminavy dated Mar. 18, 184, guoled
from the New Yeork Evangelist in the Olin Observer, May +, 1839, —also quoted
in Barnes and Dumond, Op. Cie, 1, 152-135; 5. Wells et al, to Weld in Hoid . |, 178
gt seq., ald oole on page 1935 Thid, boagq and 215 johu . Shiphetd and Maria
(or Mary Ann) Fletcher 1o N. P, Fletcher, Ciucinnac. Dec 1, 1834 (Treas. OIF,,
File H). On Maria Flewcher see also Fsthev and ] ], Shipherd to Favetle Shiphed,
Nov. [20, 1854] {Shapherd MSY),

2Letter dated July g, 1834, in Emancipator, Aug. 26, (Byy.

BH. B. Stmnon [and James Mott] to . A Thowe, Sept. 1, 1854 (0, C. Lib,
Misc, M53).

heven of the boayd wete minisiers (Rev, James Callaher fremm ‘Trennessee,
Rev. T Y. Vail, Rev. A Mahan, Rev. Benjamin Graves, Rev. . 11, Rishiop, Rev,
Prajpiel Hayden amd Rev. Sminnel Crothersy, hut three were lawyers (N Wright,
I. G. Burnet, George W, Ncff}; two were geperal meichans (William W, Green
and Daniel Corwiny, rwa were Inmher merchanrs (Stephan Burrows and [. C.
Tums)y; one was a druggist {Robeit Boalli one a grocer (Johin 11, Grocsheck);
one a bank cashier (Awgustus Mouwre); one a physician  (Dr. James Wirren);
one the captain of 2 river boat {Oaps. Rohert Wallage), and three were wanu-
facturers (James Melindy, a imiker of “winuowing machines,” William lolvoke,
a coachmaker, and William Schillinger, a couper). 11 has been impaossible o de-
lermine the occipations of (hivee: Daniel Winrtz, 120 W, Fairbank aod Jolm Bake.
Dr. Walter Rogers garhered this information for (he anthor fiom Divectory of
1§29 Cincinnatl (Gindinuali—1t8eg); Cinvinnati Divectory jor ihie Year 1824 (Cin-
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President Beecher considered these student activities unwise
and harmlul to the institution har haped to prevent any clash
Letween e shocked townsmen and the zealous students, “1f we
and our friends do not amplify the evil,” he wrote in June of
1834, “‘by too much alarm, impatience, and attempt at n:_gula-
tion the evil will subside and pass away.”™ I'rofessor Calvin E.
Stowe, Beecher's son-in-law, supported him in thas position.
Professor John Morgan of the academic department of the Seru-
inary was an anti-slavery man and sympathized with the students.
In the smmmer Beecher went Kast to raisc funds and rouse the
people of Boston against the Catholics. (A mob burned one
monastery.)’® Stowe and Morgan were also out of town during
the vacation, leaving only one member of the faculty on the
ground. This was the Rev. Thomas |. Biggs, Pr{}fer‘,su';mr of Church
Histary and Church Polity, a man who was exceedingly unpop-
wlar with Weld and his {ellow-students, so inpapular, mdeed,
that they had attempted to secure las dismussal from the insti-
Lution. _ o

The first important outside reaction against these activities
at the seminary camic in an editorial in the Gincinnat periad-
ical, the Western Monthly Magazine, in its May issue. In it,
James Hall, the editor, himself not yet forty-one years of age,
denoanced the meddling 16 such serious matters of “minars, who
are at school.” Taborating, he wrote: "We have seen hoys at
schanl wearing paper <aps, Qourishing waooden swords, and
[ancying themselves, for the moment, endued with the prowess
of Hectar and Achilles — . . . but thts is the Lirst instance, that we
have ever known, of a set of young gentlemen at schonl, dream-
ing themselves into full-grown patriots, and setting seriously to
work, to organize a wide-spread revolution; to alter the consti-
tution of their conntry; to upset the internal policy of a dt:zrzen
independent states; and Lo elevate a whole race of human beings
in the scale of moral dignity.”™ In a scorching reply, Weld

{thirty ycars old) pointed out that nine students in the Theolog-

cinnati- 1894); Daviul H. Sheiter, Eiucimmrf ﬂirfcmrj; fm:_ I%{ﬂ {Finch}nali—
1840); Charies ‘Theudore Greve, The Centennial History of Cmermmnati (Chicago—
i) 2 vols,, and Jlistary of Cincinnati and Hawmilton Ceundy {Cincinnati—1Hg4).
Cisieecher, Of, Cil, 11, 3=0. '
1#Roy Billington, The Pratestant Crrsade (N. ‘!f.—lggg}r_ 53 74 |
1T Weducation and Slavery,” Western Monthly Magozine, 11, 2066 273 (May,

111584}
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ical Department were between thirty and thirvty-five and thirty
were over twency-six years old, and charged Hall with trying
to raise the mob."®

With Beecher, Stowe and Morgan away, the trustees went to
work to assuage the rising fury of popular condemnation. Biges
acted as prosecutor, In a letter to Vail written in July, Bieps
intimated that he ntended to take action. He wrote: “We are
a reproach and a lpathing 11 the land. . . | That the offensive
thing must he expurgated from the nstitution is my i convic-
tion. My ftrm conviction also it was, that we never shonld have
permitted the subject to be mtroduced within the preciucts of
the Seminary. I yielded my opinion — and said but little. I now
feel 1t my daty to speak out — be the consequences what they
may! 'I'hre position I take ts, that the thing itsell must be cleared
away, and that the Seminary must regain its original ground of
non-commitial on these subjects.™ On August g, 1834, Pro-
fessor Biggs appeared at a meeting of the Execslive Counnittee
ol the Trustees cspecially called “to consider the proceedings of
the studcents in relation to the subject of slavery.”® A special sub-
comuuitiee was appointed to determine what action ought to be
taken.

Beecher and Vail counselled caution and moderation, buy
Biggs and somce of the trustees had other plans. On August 18
Biggs again aired his views to President Beecher:

“I am favoured today with the letter jointly from yoursell and
DPr. Vail, its contents T have read and veperused with deep in-
terest, . . . and my only regret is that I cannot, 1 view of [acts,
present and past, persuade my mind into sympathy with yours.
The evils which T feel and apprehend seem (o me to call for any-
thing rather than narcofzes. .. . Oneida men or any other kind
of men, beyond this T regard not.”

He connnued:

“T'he public here is calling for some mantlesto on the subject
{rom the Trustees, They are not satisfied — andd they demmand to
know whether they are rightly informed, when they hear, that
onn the borders of all the western & souihern stavery, there is

WiVeld’s letter was printed in the Gincinnali Jawrna!, May g0, 1Ba4, and was
reprinted in Baines and Dumond, Letters of Theodore Donght 1¥Veld, 1, 196-45.

Biges to Vail, July 23, 1834 (Lane MSS),

20Lane Serainary Trustees, MS Minutes, Aug. g, 1834.
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located at Walnut Hills a concern intended to be the great
Laboratory and depot for everything [cmu;civerl?} Eu.u'i h.alf-
wrought, in New York & elsewhere, by soe-dissani uhuhtmm:&ta.
The Trustees feel themsclves calted upon to furnish sorething
1o corvect and allay this (not wnreasonably) excited state of fcel-
ing. We lave among us, as all know, the Master Spirit of Aboli-
tionisin, we have 1t herc in its sublimated statc — 1t has already
inflated and intoxicated nearly all our students — the exhilara-
Gions make (yem soar above all onr heads, and the principle is
now pretiy well settled thai the one whose head lias most capac-
ity for this empyrical gas, why, he's the Mudﬁ!, and thF:_ best
theologian, and best anything else you pleasc. Tt is now helieved
tr be time to seitle the guestion, “Who shall govern?” Studentse
or faculty in concurrence with Trustces?™

The Executive Committee of the trnstees ‘“cracked down.”
The report of the special sub-commitiee was hist recelved and
discussed at a meeting of the Cunmittee on August 16 and
adopred at an adjourncd meeting on the soth and erdered to be
publislied. The report argued that “education must be com-
pleted before the young are fitted to engage in thf:.-::nilllsmna ot
active 1ife,” that, therclore, "o assoclations ar Societies among
the students onght to be altowed in fthe] Seminary except such
as have for their immediate object nprovement in the pre-
scribed course of studies.” Discussion of subjects likely to dis-
tract actention [rom the regular studies shiould be discouraged
at all rinies, particulatly if thesc subjects were “matter of public
interest and popular excitement.” The commiriee recomnmended
that the anti-slavery society showld, theretore, be abDlishFd and
urged the trustees o adopt rules ”dis-:garag'lng and discourn-
lenancing by all suitable means such discussions and conduct
among the stadents as are calculated to divert tllclr_attengmn
from cheir studies, excitc parly ammoslities, stir up cvil passions

NThe lerter is in the Lauwe MAS. 1, of course, makes quin}- nn?ezmb!.& Barnes'
theary (Antisfavery Tmprlse, 70-71) that !i.e{:chcr changed his mind during the
comer following the adeption of resalutions Ly a convention of college execn-
lives in New York, and thar he mstigated the trustecs proceedings by letier.
Flre ﬂ[li}" suppﬂr{_iug th]ff[”ﬂ',. anyway, Was in Mahan's rﬂil]lﬂlﬁdﬂﬂllm wiilkten
Forty-seven yrars Iates {;‘Ir:!ufu?gru}ih}! [1.onston-—- 18Rzl fﬂﬂ atl a r'ﬂmﬂt:rcr
jproreed an secopd hand in the Eriend of Mau, Sept. 15, 1830 Lesides, the ‘1_'-‘“&’”,]"
D s feentive Commiteee ol the Lane Iiustees o Aug. 20 to josipone e hindte
achion watil the reurn i Beccher very dﬂflﬂllﬂi‘}n’ ll!!llllEE that tllﬂ}' weird not
sine of the position he would take,

—— s
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amongst thermnselves, or in the comuunity, or involve themselves
with the political concerns of the country.” Final action by the
whole body of trustees was postponed because of Lhe absence
ot President Beecher, and as being unnecessury “as the adoption
[and publication] ol the foregoing resolution will suffictently
indiciate to the students the course which the Trusiees ave deter
nuned {o pursue.” To make their artitude doubly clear rthe Ex-
ecuntve Gommittee summarily dismissed Professor John Morgan
of the academic department of the Seminary who had taken the
stde of the students and considered the expulsion of Theodore
Weld and of William ‘I". Allan, the president of the anti-slavery
soclety.®®

‘The students in the firse ¢lass at [.ane Seminary were not chil-
dren to be beaten into submission to the pussy-footing tactics
ol their elders. Early in Septeraber one of their number wrote
of the commitlee's report: It is a document worthy of the ninth
century and would do honor to Nicholas!” They haped that
Beecher would wke a firm stand when he rerurned from the
Fast, bur they were prepared for action. “We all intend to wait
patiently & see the result of the recommendation of the Exec.
cormnmitiee,” wrote Heury Stanton to the absent Thome. “If the
law requiring us to disband the Auut-Slavery Socicty, is passed,
we shall take a disuiission from the Seminary. We shall not stay
& break any laws, but shall go quietly, & publish to the world
the reasons tor thus going, together with the history of the Anti-
Slavery cause & movementis i Lane Seininary. We shall spread
the whole matter hefare the public, & 1 trust Lell a story that
will make some ears tingle. A glorious spivic pervades the insti-
Lution on this subject. A few, . . . will probably truckle — but
the residue, to a single man, will not only have their names,
Lbut their bodies cast out as evil, belore they will hasard for one
moment the cause of the oppressed, or yield an inch to the
assaults of a corrupt & persccuting public sentiment, or swerve
one hair {rom the great principles which have been the basis of
all our operations it regard to Slavery & Colonizarion. Nao never
~-never! IT the laws pass, the theological class will prohably all
go in a body semewhere & pursue our studies. We can have money

“Lane Semunary “I'rustees, MS Minutes; Asa Mahan, dutobiography, 176-18u--

G. 1L, Barnes, Antislavery Impulse, q0 ¢t seq.; Barnes and Dumend, Op i, 1,
137 &f saq.; et
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envugh to hire good Leachers — 1::{:1"_]1;1}15 Stnwe‘will go wi[h. 118 —
Morgan certainly will if we need hiin, Weld will tcach tllr:_ th:'crll-
ogy — perhapsl But all these maticrs ave to be settled 10 full
council. Our plan is to have every student here at the commence-
ment of the term % then act together.”™ .

On the 10th of Oclober the full Board of Trustces,_ wilhout
waiting [or Beecher, ratified the action of the Lxecutive Com-
mittee (aken on August 20. Fourteen voted aye and t:_:-uly three
in the negative: Mahan and two of the elders of his cl;urch,
Williain §Tolyoke and John Melindy. ‘Twn peremptory orders
were alsa adopted and issued: dissolving the anti-slavery and
colonization societies in Lthe seminary as “tending t Enhs} the
students in coutroversies forcign to their studies, and to stir up
among themselves and in the communiky, u1'1f1'1t':nqu,r feehngs.and
aseless hostilities,” and delegating to the Executive Committee
unlimited amhority “to dismiss any student from the Seminary,
when they shall think it necessary to do s-m_.”'-'-* ‘

The trustees undertook to explain their attitude on the ques-
Gon of discussion of the slavery issue tn geneval: “T.hf." Board
consider that the location of the Seminary in the vicinity of a
large city & ot the borders of a slfave holding state, calls for somc
peculiar cantionary Measures in its govermnent; & ll'mt. the pres-
ent state of public sentiment on some excaling LOPICS, TEQUITes
restraints (o be imposed, which under oiher carcumstances might
be entirely unpecessary. . . . The pr{}cccdulg% of the 5111[1:5:1’1[5
have produced the impression in the comanuiity that the Sem-
inary is deeply implicated with one particular party on the slay-
ery question; & unless the impression cau be l'EI"IlD‘.JETd the pros-
perity of the Tnstitution will be much retarded, & its useiulness
genuf‘ally dimninished.”® N o | |

“parents and puardians,” rejoiced the Gincinnali jogrna_.f edi-
torially, “‘may now send their sons and wards to Lane Seminary,
with a perfect confidence, that the proper husiness of 2 theoloy-
ical school will occupy their miuds: and that the dl§cu551ml ancd
decision of abstract questions, will not tnrn t.hjem FJ.Sl(]E‘ from the
path of duty. . .. There may be roomn enough in the “W]E].E world,
tor abolitiontsm and perfectiontsm, and many other 1sms; but

2 _Stanton to . A. Thome, Sepr. 1, 1334 (O, C. Lib. Misc. MSS).
31;,,11'5“;.,,“"1“‘5_ Mall.an, Of. Cit., 179; the New Yorh Evangelist, Nov. 1, 1834,
%NS AMinntes, Get. 1o, 1834,
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a school, to prepare pious youth [or preaching the gospel, hias
not legitunate place for hese.” ™

There 15 some possibility that if the trustees had been willing
to wait for Beechier’'s return from the East the diheulties conld
have been patched up. Certainly the President was ready ta do
everything in lus power to keep in the Sermnary the group of
brilliant young men of whom Le was so justly proud. Just two
days before the Boaid took the final action he wrote to Weld
[rom Frederick: “They are a set of plorious good [ellows, sehom I
wonld not . . . exchange for any others. T was glad to hear that o
the question what you weant to do, you replied it would be soon
enough o decide when you saw what the trastees had done. 1
hope you will be patient & take no course till after my return,”™
But when he came back to Cincinnati Beecher made the mistake
of trying to explain away the action of the rrustees. The facutlty
1ssucd on October 13 a statement, signed by Professors Diggs
and Stowe and President Beecher, in which they declared that
they saw “nothing in the regulations which is not common law
in ail well regulated institntions.” They insisted on the othey
hand that they approved of “& will always protect & encourage
in this mstituaon free ingquiry & thorough discussien Tor the
acquisition of knowledge & ¢he disciplie of mind,” and "also
of voluntary associations of the students [or the above objccts
according to the usages af all literary Institurions & theologicnl
Seminarles,” and regarded “with favar voluntary associations of
students, disposed to acl upon the community in the form of
Sal:batl Schivols, Tract, Foreign Missions & Temmperance, & ather
benevolent labors, iy subordination to the great ends of the
Institution, of which in all instances the Faculty as the nnmediate
guardians of the Institution must be judges.” To the students
this seemed but “words, Words, WORDS.” It appeared remark-
able to many persons that the professors should see nothing 1n
vesting a commitcee of the trustees with arbitrary powcer of ex-
pulsion which would “interfere with the appropriate duties ol
the Faculty or the righty of students.”™ The students regarded

lhnciuncli Journal, Octl 10, 1831,

glyman Beecher 1o Weld, Oct. B, 1844, Barnes amd Dumond, Op Git, T, 170-
1%9.
ZBNIS Minutes,
ANew Yorh Evangelist, Nav. &, 1834
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the stalewent as litrle less than an endorsement of the trustees
action by the [aculty. L
On October i twenty-eight students presemedba joint re-
quest for dismission. Huntington Lyman headed this list which
also included Steele, Robert and Hm}ry Stanton, Amos Dr;assrﬁr,
Bradley {the Negro), and Iiram ”Wﬂisun. The 116.:{1: day elev et
orhers, Wattles, Thome, Allan, Whlpple{ Et::l:., followed 5;:1:1-
Weld submitied an independent “resignation  on the 17th.
Before the formal enactment of the new rules by the trustees
\he anti-slavery leaders aimong the 5{1..1(]::11'(5 m:.:erc preparrlng the
siory which was to “make some cavs tingle.” Lyman wrote Fm
Thome on the 4th of October: _“W'leld has becn r:ﬂgag&d Tr
several days in arranging and pasting m some facts up::,:;"ll the sith-
ject of Abolition s0 as Lo he ready for an emergency. l-le‘ con-
(inued: “Several of us have a plan which we ‘ir‘u.rli’:ih to 511_hrmt tor
your consideration and to invite youy cooperation. It is to pro-
curc a4 place where we can 5[L1d‘j-',1GEt pr:::-tea:a Stuwg or some Nnc
clse Lo mark out for us a course of study. 'then to adopt our rules
and have our regular recirations and debates 1_*nu[uai 1nl-
pravements and boue down to study. . We sl?fal] in that case
have the hest part of the class with us. There will bE‘Benmn &
wells, Sureeter, Weed, Stanton, Alvard, Wriup}:nle, _& Lyman, to
which let us add Thome & Hopkins and nothing is wanting to
nake it a most desitable band. The EXPENSes would he much lcss
chan at the Sem and if 1T am not mistaken the profit would be
, gater.”
11'1;;::5%3&111: Beecher worked desperately to save the_schnn]. Scj:}n
after his return he persuaded 1he Executive Conmittee 10 wn;!}
draw their resolution o disimiss Weld and Allan, 111}(11 E:.“lﬂjf in
Noveraber he secured a repeal of all of the most Db‘]EFEIDnglE
measnves which had been adopied by the frustees. But it was too
faies the majority of the students had alreat}yﬁ wubdra_wn from
Walnut Hills and cstablished thﬁ:mselves-at. Cumminsyille, some
hiles from the city. In December they issued a fiery attgﬁk on
iLie action of the authorities at Lane and a dufensz‘:: of their own
~ctions. The kernel ot it 18, ot COTSE, an“apnthr:cfms nf1 the rlgl'lt
of free speech in literary Institotions: Free :_:’115(:11551011 being
a duty i3 r:ﬂnscquﬁnth},r a right, and as such, is inherent and 1n-

3T hese documents are in thie Lane h»f!SS. _ ,
Q[f, Lymap (¢ Thome, Oct. 4, 1834 (0. C Lih. hMisc.. M35).
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ahenable. It 1s our right. It was before we entered Tane Semi-
nary: privileges we might and did relinguiish; advantages we
might and did receive. But this right the nstitution ‘could nei-
ther give nor take away.” Theological Institutions must of course
recognize this immutable principle. Proscription of free dis-
cussion is sacrilegel 1t is boring out the eyes of the soul. It is the
robbery of mind. It is the burial of trath. If Institntions cannot
stand upon this broad footing, let them fall, Beuter, infinitely
belter, that the mob demolish every building or the incendiary
wrap them 1o flames; and the young men be sent home to ask
Ltheir fathers ‘what is truth?’—to questicn nature’s miltion vaices
—her forests and her hoary mountains ‘what is truth?’ than that
our theological seminaries should become Bastiles, our theolog-
tcal students, thinkers by permission, and the right of free dis-
cussion tamed down into a soulless thing of gracious, conde-
scending sullerance.” This appeal and the history of the whole
coutroversy was copied 1n the press thronghout the country. The
New York Evangelist and similar religions papers ran eolumn
after column regarding it. The antislavery press also gave it
much space. Perhaps this publicity may have had some influence
in making the “Rebels” (as they werc now called} adamant
against all the appeals of Beecher and others to return.®
The press was, naturally, sharply divided tn its attitude. The

conservative Fermont Chronicle said: “We can only remark

at present, that the principles asserted in the Declararion of the

Faculty are those which must be adliered to in ali such institu-

tions.” The reaction ol the Emancipalor was what was to he ex-

pected: “Better that the brick and mortar of Lane Seminary

should be scattered to the winds . . . than that the principle
should be recognized, that truth 1s not to be told, nor sin rehuked,

nor the rights of bleeding humanity plead for, for fear of a
mob,"”#
T'he friends of the Seminary were alse divided. Robert ITamil-

ton Bishap of Mhami University, a trustee of Lane who was unable
10 be present at the meetings, fully approved the rules by letter.®

2T his was, of course, the famous Statemen! of the Reasons which Tnduced

the Students of Lane Seminary, o Dissolve Their Connection with Thal instita-
gion {Cincinnati—i B34).

BPermont Chronicle, Nov. 7 and 14, 1834; Emancipator, Nov. 1, 1834.
WThis is perhaps odd, in view of Bishop's later liberal veoord at Miami. The
letter (to Mathaniel Wiight, Sept, 18, 1844) is in the Lanc MSS.
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But the Rev. Dyer Burgess, of the anti-slavery Chillicethe I'res-
byiery, denonnced their action and subsequently refused to pay
his subscriptions® George Avery of Rochester il‘llm:‘_‘{}lﬂl:ﬂl}'
resigned his financial agency aud cancelled his subscription.
The next summer he wrote to Vail: “T look upon the conduct
of the Trustees as arbitrary, tyrrannical & wicked & that of the
faculty as indicating a great want of confidence in Cod, as ume-
serving, as governed entircly too much by a desire to please Men
rather than God, in a word as leaving the high and consecrated
eround of strait-forward & unbending obedience to God Fnr_ the
low growmmls, the fogs & quicksands of worldly wisdom & time-
scrving expediency.”® Of course, the "Tappans were mnch dis-
appointed. They kept their promises to the Seminary but had no
hesitation in expressing their lack of Interest in the school after
this. A few years later Arthur Fappan wroke to Beecher: “1 thank
you far the particulars respecting your SE:]THTIHTY and regret thﬁat
I cannot feel any sympathy in the happiness yon express i 1Ls
present and anticipated prosperity.”* |

[t has sometiines been sngeested thal the Rebels’ gricvances
had all been redressed and that there was little excuse for their
refusing to re-cavoll 1 the Seminary. The promiscs and protes-
acions of President Beecher do not coincide very well, however,
witl an address which he delivered at Miami University 11: the
following September. It containg sarcasms at the expense of the
rebellions students which might have been copied from Janues
[1a1l’s Western Monthly Magazine, and restates in specific terins
the Lane trustees’ opposition to student discussion of contro-
versial public issues. The “seats of science,” he dec}ared, “should
be retreats from the responsibilities and foils E]:f life —a neutral
tertitory, respected alike by contending parties,” and he was
e ronuinced thal the heat of passion, and the shock of battle can
never be united with the quictness of mind, and {:{J'Tliiﬂu.f:!j; of
altention, und power of hearl, indispensable to mental discipline
and stuccessful study.””®

The students were somewhat dispersed. Two went to Anburn
Seminary ancd four to the Yale Pivinity School. James T1. Scout

SRur ai 04 {Lane MSS).

2223:-5:5;}[%'::}::l}‘::i-tii:;,E?E?:?,ﬂstn::l_[;Hg. I Fn 1335 (Lane M35}

A appan to Beecher, Jan. =, 1Hg® (l.ane MSS).

38 ymian  Leecher, Address o Aliami Iniversity, Sept. a9, 1835 (Cincin-
wali—1B3ag), 39-q0. Tudics are liis.
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and Josepli D. Gould went to the Western Thenlogical Seminary
at Allegheny Town. Andrew Benton went to Miami.® Two
(Robert L. Stanton and Charles Sexton) ate humble-pie 1n late
October, 1834, and asked for re-adimmssion.® Two others (Alex-
andcr Duncan, an Oneida, and Johin A. Titfany) apparently
followed suit at 2 later date. ¥. H. Spalding, later the Oregon
missionary, and two or three others, had apparently opposed
Weld from the beginning and, naturally, continued as members
of the institution.*

But the nucleus of Oneidas and leaders in the anti-slavery
work kept together and established at nearby Cumminsville an
informal seminary of their own. llere, from about the first of
November on, they studied their favorite subjects, listened to
a few lectures on physiology from Dr. Gamaliel Bailey, later
editor of the National fira, and commuted nto Cincinnatll Lo
continue their benevolent work among the Negroes. Here they
were joined for a while by Theodore |, Keep, who had come oul
from Auburn Seminary intending to cnroll at Lanc, and by three
more (Oneidas: James Parker, Wilham Smith and Benjamin
I'oltz.* Foliz kept a diary which gives some idea of the pious
atmosphere which surrounded these zealots in their retreat. He
arrived at Cincinnau on September 2%, having come by way
of Buffalo and Lake Erie to IHuron then south to Norwalk and
through Columbus aud Springlield. The next day was Sunday:
“Saw brethren beloved in colored Sabbatly School. Heard Br.
Mahan preach.,” He went to Cumminsville on November 1.
One day he chopped wood for a widow — 1 did 1t cheerfully.
Fele that T did it for her Savior & my Savior.” A [ew days later
he “Visited six families to tell of Jesus . . . and distribute
tracts.” Another timme—""Rose very early and devoted all my time

BRiopraphical catalognes wi Yale Divinity School, Aubuvrn Theological Semi-
nary and Western Theological Sceminary, Scort mentinns Gould in a lewrer o
Bamuel Dickinson (Jan. 12, 1835) in the Lane MSS. Tlivse who went to Aulrn
were Calvin Waterbury and Henry Cherry, and to Yale: Charles . Bnosh, Amnasa
(. Frissell, Zerah K. Hawley, and Giles Waldo,  Of these cight only two hud
been Oneidas, On Benlon, see Baracs and Dwnend, O Gt 1 185,

WT'heir request, dated Cct. 21, 1834, 15 in the Lane MS5,

111t is not certain thar Danecan was assaciated with the Relbels at all, but

Tiffany's name appeass among those asking [or dismission on Oct, 15, 1834 (M3
in Lane Collection). See also the Lane Theological Scininary, General Calaioghe
{Cincinnati-1884),

EAnhurn S8eminary, Ceneral Biographival Cotalopue, oo Oncida [nstilute,
Sketeh uf the Condilions and Frosperity of the Onerda Jostitule {(Utica—i837),
v, and Barnes and Dumond, Of. Cii., 184, 18, auil 143,
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(6 rcading and Prayer.” The next evening—"A Pcrson in whose
family 1 had Visited and Prayed called to see me on the subject
of Religion, Poor Man was in Liquor.” On February 22, 1835,
“Past 12 o'clock Night, rose and read 2 of dear Mr, Whitefields
sermons.”® The work with the Negroes in the city was carried
on with increasing success. The Sisters—Phebe Mathews, Eme-
line Bishop, Lucy Wright and Maria Fletcher —continued to
cooperate in the teaching.” But this halcyon life could not well
be permanent; it was not indeed quite satisfactory. There was
need of haste 1o complete their theological education. But where
should they go? 1o Auburne ro Andoverr
“yiary, 19541838, in the Foltz M3S, Oberlin College Library.

47 erters from the Rebels o Weld, Dec, v, 1834, and Jan, 8, 1835, in Barnes
and Dumond, G Gal, LogE=—194.
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CITAPTER XIV

THE GUARANTEE OF ACADEMIC
FREEDOM

N THE autuymn of 1834 the Oberlin Collegiate Institutc
was tottering, optimistic official pronouncements w the
contrary notwithstanding. Old debts were unpaid and few
funds were forthcoming for the additional buildings and

other nccessary equipment. The school had no president and no
suiflicient teaching staft. In October the Honorable Henry Brown,
[ounder of Brownhelm, resigned as president of the Board of
Trustees; he had been the most prominent focal man identified
with Oberlin.,

To take his place Rev. John Keep, now of Cleveland, was ap-
pointed, and presided aver a meeting on January 1, 1835. Keep,
as we have seen, had preached for many vears at Bland{ord,
Massachusetts, and, after that, at Homer, New York. While at
Homer he had come under die inlluence of Finney. Besides
being a ncw-measurcs man he was also an earnest advocate of
“female cducation™ and of wotal abstinence, and a friend of the
colored race. Like John Jay Shipherd, he heard the “Macedonian
Cry” and went from New York to the Conneciicat Western
Reserve to help pour onto the “moral putrctaction” of the West
the “savory influence of the gospel.” In 1833 he feft Homer
te become pastor of the Stone (now the First) Preshyterian
Church in Cleveland, and two years later organized a cliurch in
“Ohio City” {the west end of Cleveland) which later became the
First Congregational Church of Cleveland, West Side. While still
at Blandford, Rev. Mr. Keep had founded a free school for
colored people; hie hiad always been an active supporier of the
American Golonization Sociery and had refused an appointment
as agent for chat organizacion in 18g4. By 1834, however, when hie
eniered the work at Oberlin, he had accepted immediate emancs-
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