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OBERLIN — Axn 1835 Oberlin
College graduate who discovered
the commercial process of
extracting aluminum from its ore
was hionored Wednesday.

Charles Martin Hall made his

- discovery n 1886, while experi-

menting in a woodshed behind
s family’s home at 64 E. College

. 8t..after graduation. The site of

the discovery was recognizedas a
Natitnal Historic. Chemical
Landmark by the American
Chemical Society at a reception
at thecollege.

Hall went onto become one {}f
the founders. of Alcoa, a major
producer of aluminnm products.

Members of the American
Chemical Soclety and Charles
Hall Agton Jr., Hall’s great-great
nephew, were at the college o
pay him-tribute. Also at the affer-
noon reception was Bernard
Guest, the grandson of Paul Her-
oult, & man who made a compara-
bie discovery.in France at about
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HAL HALL: Events at Oberiin College on Wednesday honored Charles Martin Hall, an Oberiin alum-
nus, for discovering the process for commercial production of aluminum. Paul Anderson, president of
the American Chemical Society, and college President Nancy Dye showed a metal landmark plague
that will be placed in Oberlin. The plaque is made of aluminum, naturally.

the same time as Hall's work,

Acton confessed he really
didn’t know very much about his
great-great uncle, But he charac-
terized Hall' as “a person of great
focus and perseverance.”

Actonn sald Hall might not
have been an intellectual, but
“his interest in education -~ his
own, and others” — was clear.”

Hall was also “a model of
American ingenulty,” sald Frank

Laderman, vice president of tech-
nology at Alcoa.

Mancy S, .Dye, president of
Cbheriin, was. presented with a
plague — fittingly made of alumi-
num,



