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Allen Museum Lecture Examines the ‘Modern’ Idea of Composition and Performance
Oberlin, OH www,oberli,edu/allenart – The Allen Memorial Art Museum holds its last lecture for 2006 in the Tuesday Tea series on December 12, 2006, starting at 2:30pm. The speaker will be Professor of Music Theory Brian Alegant, who will speak about the changing notions of composition and performance in modern and contemporary music. This talk is held in conjunction with the New Frontiers: American Art Since 1945 exhibition on view at the AMAM through December 23, 2006.

During the 1950s, beginning with the New York School of composers, the process of scoring compositions underwent a deep change centered on the most fundamental questions such as, “what is a musical piece?” and “what is a performance?” The composer John Cage and his circle of peers began to make scores that looked like 20th century art on paper with strong expressive elements and the feel of a sketch. At this point, the score ceases to have a traditional meaning and is radically reinvented by composers of the time. 

During Professor Alegant’s talk, Oberlin College Conservatory student and cellist, Gabrielle Athayde, will perform a work emblematic of these fundamental changes. 

Following the lecture, refreshments will be served. The Tuesday Tea event is free and open to the public. For more information, contact the Allen Memorial Art Museum at (440) 775-8665.

The Allen Memorial Art Museum is open to the public. Admission is free. Hours: Tuesday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Sunday 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. The museum is closed Mondays and major holidays. Free educational or group guided tours may be arranged by calling the museum’s Education Office at (440) 775-8671.
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